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DECLAR ATION 


OF the Pretended As SEMBLY at 
DUNDEE; 


AND TO A 


PRINTE D PAPER. 


INTITULED, 
The PROTESTATION given in by the Diſſenting 1 
Brethren to the GENBRAL ASSEMBLY, 
fly 21-1652.Reviewed and refured,&c: 


In which ANSVVER arc ſet down 
Ten Steps of their defection 
who fojlow the way of the 


Publick Reſolutions. 


Together With 


Oxrsrrvations upon ſome of the Acts 


; of the P. Aſſemblies at Dundee and Edinburgh , and 
ſome PAPERS concerning the endeavors of the 
PROTESTERS for Union with their Brethren, 
who diffcr from them in Judgement. 
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GooD READER, 


AIQE 7 pleaſed to underſtand, that When that Paper,Intituled The 
#8 Proteſtation given in by the diſſenting Brethren to the 
Gen. Aſſembly 7nly 21.1652, Reviewed and refuted, &c. 
came abroad in Print, there were differing thoughts about it, 
Ys. amongſt theſe Who are concerned to anſver it, Some ſail that 
it Was not worth an anſwer, others knowing that 1t aid indeed more a= 
bound With calumnies and reproaches then with arguments, yet, did judge it 
fit ts he anſwered, becauſe in this corrupt age calunnies paſſe for truths a= 
mong be generality of people Without any ſertus diſquiſition and examinati= 
6n- Within very few dayes after that Paper was publiſhed, an Anſwer was 
drawnb) one who favoureth the Cauſe of the Proteſters , and was by him in- 
tended preſently for the Preſſe ; But there it was delayed , and upon good 
grounds the Review of the Vindication of the pretended AfJembly at St. An- 
drews and Dundee had the precedency in the Pre/Je + for the validity of 
the Proteſtation lately made #t Edinburgh doth much depend upon the nul- 
lity of that Aſſembly, Which Was aſſerted and Well proved in that Reviews 
Jind the Writer of that Paper ( I mean the ReViW of the Proteſtation made 
at Edinburgh, to Which the Anſwer Was titended ) did ſo hyperbolically 
commend that Vindication of the Aſſembly at St. Andrews and Dundee 4s 2 
Nervous Piece, not yet anſwered, nor eafily anſ{werable , beſide diverſe 
other expreſſjons about it, and did ſo often refer unto it in hus Review, that 
it as eaſse to perceive that no anſ\ver would be accountcd ſatisfatto; », if 
that Vindication Were not firſt anſwered and publiſhed that ſober andjudi- 
ci0us men might ſee whether there Was ſo great cauſe of boaſt ing of that Vin- 
dication or not,end to give ſuch Publick provocations in Print, calling for an 
FJinſwer toit ; beſide that, there was information that a courſe was taken by 
ſome of thoſe that maintain the Public{Reſolutiens for Printing the Vindica= 
tion of that 4/Jembly at London, Which was bcry true. for it wasPrinted there 
in the year 1652, After the Review of the Vindication was Printed;this An. 
Sher 145 4 While ſtopped at the Preſſe for want of licence to Print it, and as 
ſome things which were in the Copy Wbich Was at firſt intended for the Preſſe 
were left out, ſo other things emergent were added, The Reviewer of the 
Proteſtation doth in thr beginning of his Paper 'r6fer tos Declaration made 
: the pretended Aſſembly at Dundee, which you will find to be firſt an« 

a 2 ſwered 


freved bere, and betanſeit abounds with repraches 1d miſ-Informations, 


therefare there Wes a nece/ſity $0 m/i/t the were, largely in matters of fait, 
Tou = next bbe ſteps Ms r Arr too W-g Follow tho way of tbe Err 
| R ſolutions, and then tye Anſwer to the Review of the Pr oteſtation, and 
lajtly ſome thmgs ebout the {nion endeavoured by the Proteiters, together 
With obſervations upon ſome Aits of the ſaid pretended AjJemblies ; In all 
Which you bave their own Papers, that itmay ve ſeen that wo Wrong ts done 
to their cauſe, in repeating their Reaſons and Arguments except it be done by 
themſelves, 1 dejirenot to prejuaice the Reader by a Preface, encly thu 
much I woul4 ſay further, that whereas this Reviewer boaſtes that the gray 
headed and aged men for the moſt part are on their ſide , to which there 
enough anſwered in this Treatiſe, Vet I wo.ddd K ave it r:membered that the 
ſeme Argument is uſed by Eliphax the Temanne 4g-in/t Job. chap,r5.y. 
9, Io. What knoweſt thou that we know not ? What underſtandeſt 
thou which isnot in us > With us are both the gr ay=-headed. and ye- 
ry aged men, much elder then thy father, But 7b ts Letter conftdered þ 
Elihu, Job 32. 7. $, 9. 1faid dayes ſhould ſpeak, and multitude of 
years ſhould teach witdom: Butthere is a ſpirit in man, and the In- 
ſpiration of the Almighty giveth them underſtanding , great men are 
not alwayes wiſe, neither do the aged underſtand judgement. Faree 
well gord Reader, read and conſider, and the Lord give thee unaerſtanding 
in all thing ſoireſt, 


Thincin theLoaDp Jz5us. 
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The PROTEASTATTON ——— 
ted: Briefly ſhewins tne 1n(uff:ciencie of the Reaſons 
thereof, and conſequently rhe juſtice of the CA([emblies 
ſentence condemning its 


Ow wel this Reviewer and Refnter hath performed 

what ch's his Tec tcems to prom:ſe aguiut the Pro- 
ecſt:r1on,ard for the ſentence of the Afſembly condemning 
q it, will appear to theſe ro whom che Lord gives an hearing 
ear,and a feving eye, by cTparing what is ſaid in defence 
4 of the Prortirion in Anſwer to this Review. Therefore 
beleech'ng che Lok who is no reſpeRer of perſons, to 
make what 's here ſaid unſavourie or acceptable unto the 
Reader,as it concr DUES for deſtruction or edifications for 
b darkening or clearing of the truth in this hour of tempra- 
tion, and day of biafphemic and rebuke. I come to che 
matter if {eif, 
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RBevisew of the PROTESTATION: 


TE Ioes Mengſt the mary ſad judgments wherewith the bol) 
Di bleſſed God i pleaſed ts exerciſe this ſufell L ands 
& A f ſtaining the pride of all oxr glory, there w none more 
YC 14 terrible, then that he threatneth ts remove our 
Candleſtick. 
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DEFENCE of the PROTESTATION. 


Lbeit the Generation of the righceous in the Land, who are 
inſtructed with a ſtrong hand, are preſerved in hope, that the 

" thoughts of rhe Lord cowards this poor Church, are choughts of 
peace,and not of evill,to give us an expet-<d end, yet that there be 
many things which threaten that moſt dreadful judgment of re- 
moving the Candlefſtic, he rhar run- may read, the thidowes of 
the evening are grown long, and the wilde 5: -uſts Are come out of 
their dens, our Battlements are broken Cown, aud the Adverary 
A bach 
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hath Rretched forth his hand upon all our pleaſant things : we ſee 
not ou: tigns,there is no more any Prophet,neither is there amongft 
us that knoweth how long, the Lord 1s become as a ſtranger,and as 
a way firing man in the Land,that turns afide to tarry for a night: 
he hath covered himſelf with a cloud in his anger, and prayer is re- 
ſtrained before bim; che anger of the Lord hath divided us, and he 
ſcems no more to regard us. But that which 1s moſt dreadfull in it 
ſelf, and dorh moſt 1mbitter fo ſad a condition, is, that we have 
falle.» from our ticſt love; we have forgotten the Lord, and dealr 
faiſly in his © ovenanr, our hearts are turned back , and our ſt-ps 
have declized from his way; we have forſaken the fountainof living 
waters,and digzed unto our ſelves broken ciſterns that can hold no 
water; We have walked in the way of Egypr, to drink the waters 
of Sher; and in the wayes of -Afy»:a, to drink the waters of the 
river, the enemies of the Lo:d have been intruſted and ſtayed up- 
on,their intereſts owned and promoted, holineſs and picty deſpiſed 
and troden under toot, the godly perſecured and reproached, the 
hearts of the wicked made glad, and their hands ſtr.ngrhened,; the 
hearts of the righteous made ſad, and their hands weakened , the 
Work of Reformation in purging of ſcandalous and prophane Otfi- 
cers and Members our of the Houſe of God , ev'll ſpoken of for 
what is paſt , anda foundation laid to obſtruir for the t-me ro 
come; yea, to perſecute and caft out ſuch who ſha!l oppoſe and 
bear teſtimony againit theſe things ; and yer after we have done 
all cheſe things,and have gadded about ſomuch to change our way, 
have trimmed our wzy to ſeek love , and alſo taught the wicked 
oncs our waycs,we wipe our mouth,and ſay, We are innocent. And 
that notwithſtanding all that is come upon us , we have not for- 
s0tten the Lord, nor dealt falſly in his Covenant ; and we cannot 
bear theſe who diſcover our iniquity,and make known our fins un- 
to us. If there be any who deſiring ro keep their integrity , and 
to adhere ro their former principles , bear teſtimony againſt the 
Lands ba: k ſliding and defe&ion againſt our Princes and Prophets, 
and People in their late tranſactions with the enemics of Refor- 
mation,and haters of che people of God, and of the power of god- 
lineſs, theſe arc the burden of many , and are for ſipnes and won- 
ders who are ſpoken againſt ; even theſe are they whom this Re- 
viewcr and Ref 't-r calls decesvers and per/ecuter!, and miſerable 
comforters, Who in the day of Sons calamity fand afar off from 
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her,and perſecute her whons the OB, hath [mitten, and talk to the 
rief of the/e whom he hath Wounded, and who in her adverſity ga- 
| ther themſelves together , 1n the place of cordials bringing coro- 
| ſoves. The Protelters againſt whom he rhrowerh theſe reproaches, 
acknowledge themſclves to be men compaſſcd about with many in- 
firmities, 23d thar for their tins alſo wrath is upon the Land : But 
if th:y have do-te this thing , and ii this in!quity bein their hapds 
wherewirh they a:e here charged , let their honour be laid in the 
d{t,and their glory turned 1oto ſhame; T think they may and will, 
in trembling and humble fear, commit their Cauſe unto the righte- 
ous Judg: of the World, who will wake every mans works mani- 
feſt,is it ro ſtand a far off fromZr9n,0. nat to co:nfo; t her,or to de- 
ceive hergor to perſecute her,nor to »e conſe::ting to the whordoms 
and back-{dings ot her children ? And co teli them, thar they have 
perverted theic way,ani have forgotecn the Lord ch-1r God,and to 
ſay to her Prophers,thac they do nor d ſcover her 1niquiry , to turn 
away her captivity, and that rhey,-ven chey have cauſed the Lords 
people ro Crt. : [ome of theme built a wall, and may ſtrive to upheld 
it, and daub it With untempered morter , I mean, that ſome of 
them gave Ccounjell concerning the imploying aud entrafting 
the Malignant Party , and that many adnere thereto, and for 
ſtrengthening theſe wretched foundations , have corrupted and 
| perveried the Nationall Afembls:s of thu Church inthe free 
4 and lawfull conſtitution theresf , that they have made ſad 
' the hearts of the righteews , whom the Lord hath net made 
ſad , and flirengthened the hands of the wicked , that he 
ſhoul1 met return from hy Wicked way , thet they thruſt With the 
- fide and ſhoulder, and puſh the diſeaſed with their horns, to ſcatter 
chem abread,thas they decree unrighteous decrees, and write grie- 
vous things ag ainft their brethren , which they have preſcribed. 
Our bruiſe ts ſore, and our wound is uncurable, for the Lord hath 
Wonnded 14 with the wound of an Enemy,with the chaſtiſements of 
a cruell one, for the multitude of our iniquitics, becauſe onr ſins 
were encrea[ed; Therefore is it no time to cover our cranſgreſfions 
as Adam, by hiding our iniquity in our boſome, nor to daub with 
untempercd morter, nor ſlightly to heal the daughter of our peo- 
ple, but to give glory to the God of Iirael, by taking ſhame to our 
felves,and confelling wherein we have treſpaſſed againft him;and it 
is the beſt ſervice that can be done toZiongto ſhew her ſons an{her 
A 2 daugh- 
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| (4) | 
her daughters in this day of her calamity, why the Lord contehg.,. 
' With her. vuch corrofives trom friends,are bert-r ther: the cordially 


of Hatterers; when the righteous {mirc it is x Kindnefle, ind when - 


he reproves,'t is at; excelleir ol which oreaks not the head, Surcly 


_ this is the Lord and his Sat»ts; yeagrite tncerpreters one of a thag=- 


ſand cheir paved way of vei'g comfrtable rothefe whom GOD 
heth ſmitten, ro ditcover heir work and {he rranigretion whercin 
they have cxceeded, that they may open their ear to diſcipline, and 
remember whence thi'y a'e failen, and repent, and do their firſt 
work:,!eft if they 9>ey not,th+y periſh by the (word, and d:c w;th- 
out «320wledse; or hecome apart them q:ckly,and remove their 
cardlc{tick out of h + place, £Levite26.40.41. {ob 34-29,30,31,32z 
33- j+6 36.8,9,:0,11,12. Revi2:4,5. 


PROTESTATTI ON Reviewed, 


FShal be laaty te trace that too t5' ordinary by-park; #f judging 
ary mans eternai eſtate by ug temporal eur-breahings, or his 
h: art ani intentions by the out{iile of bis attiens, yet 7 bink { may 
ſafely /ay, That that Ajjembly at St, Andrews ani Dundee, «ls 
though wfpiled of Men, Was ownedof G O 1), anithar be guided 
their Pens, as 4. along in ter Proceier, {6 particnulartiy un their 
Warning and Declaration, and th:ſe word thereof, What ever 
hath hecn the intetion of th:[e Wha have bery inflrument.il in 
making if this remt from Pabltth Counſels and Atings, yer the 
Work it (cf, and the ſpirit that ha:h brcz ſtirring 1% 31, bath been 
and yet 14 moſt effe fi mal for car rywng 1 6f tye defign of the adver- 
ſaries of our Carje ; Which ihey prove by ſeven Sreps of their 
Progyxefs, 


PROTESTATION Defended. 


O judoe of any mans everlaltiny eſtite by his temporal! out - 

. breakt1gs,or hs 1atzetions by the outiide of h's ations,as It 

is To encroach un 2n things fecret which Dclong anto God, ard to 
waik uncha' tably towards men , fo it 15 noche path which che 
Proccite s have troden, and it is but a groundies infianation to fug- 
gcſt ic of thein, they know,and do ac'tnoiviedss, that many of che 
Lords Precious Oacs b<fore their eff: 43! calling are amongſt the 
vworſt of out-breakers, and that. ſome of them even after they are 
made pattakers of the Grace of God,fail into grievous ſins; yer do 
107 
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5 
theſe things bar them, or cut them off from the merey of God, 
whoſe ele:tion is accord:og to Grace ; a d therefore the Proteſters 
have not denied the Teſtimony of g:vcious men to nor a2 fey of 
theſe whoſe hand (alas for it ! ) 1s deep in the provocetion , they 
know alto how to diftingarſh, and have d:{t1-g ihe berwixt rhe 
coadition of the workgand the intention of the worker, aad think 
cha:irably of the one, whulelſt they condeima the crter + por theſe 
things hiader them not co diſcern betwixt the righecous and the 
wicked ; hin that ſerves 0d, and him char ferves him nor : Hhe 
Lord hath taught us that faiſe Proph-ts may be known by their 
fruits, and that men do not gather gra,'es of chorns , nor figs of 
thiſtles, Af arrh, 7. IG. 20» T yz tran/grefſion #f tHe Wrick-4 jaiih 
within mine heart, that rnere 15 ms fear of Gol before his eges, Pſa, 
26:1. As | darenot judge of ay mans everlaiting eſtate, bur leave 
it unto h:m with whom che books are ; ſo hive 1 r.07 fo learned 
Chrift as ſo-0e men would have tt,to put no diff-:eace amo 1git the 
Protcflors of che Golpe', but -o ca!l chem all 2o4iy chongh eſtran» 
g:d from the iife of God through the 1gyorrace rac '5 19 th-m,and 
waliing contrary to the volpels That the Aſſembly at S.4:d-ews 
and Den 'ce was owned of God.and thac He ail a os 1n their pro- 
cedor did guide their Pens , as my ſoui cx-inor airy wich char af- 
ſertion to ſuvſicrive to it, fo I fear it 1s more then the Lord will al- 
low any man to ſay. 1+ Becauſe that Ailemvly dil jay, a confede- 
racy £0 theie coacerning whom the Lord {poke ro his Propher with 
a {t-ong hand, and inſtruAed him that he ihovuld nor ſay, A confe- 
dcracy to them, 1/a. 8. 11,12. And thereforegal-hough they dd 
a{lciat chenſei ves, yr they did fall and Frail cogerher, Tj. 3 1. 3. 
The fad ditpenfſacion of thetr rain veins in the begining thereof ar 
Inwrkithen in Providence trytted with th beginins of that Afſ- 
ſembly, and afterward more faily accompitihed and perfe ted at 
other places,as they, and rheir Comm itio9n wen on ta ratiſying of 
theſe Reiolutrons,and centarias the opoiers of the ſame, and if 
ſains\Varnings and Declarations 1a refcre-ice to theſe things, 2.B2- 
cauſ: thit Alembly was ſ» far from rejoycing the hearts, or ap- 
proving ch:mſelives unto the confuences of moit of che pgod'y ma 
th: Lind,or fron lavins this ſeal and imprefion upon ther hearts 
thit hy hid che image aad authority of Jeſus Chriſt, and d d 
proc-ed acco-ding ty the Law and the Teftrnony, 10d employ their 
Power unto caiication and promoting of godiineis ; that v;-0n the 
| | conriry 


(6) 
contrary they did exceedingly ſadden their ſpirits and leave a deep 
and ftrovg cor.vietion chu cupor, that they did add unto the Lands 
provocation and encreaſe wrarh, aud that in moſt of all their a+ 
ings they di waix not unto edification,but unto dſtruct ON-3+Be= 
cauſe their afiugs d1d rejoyce the hea: ts and ſtrengrhen the hands 
of thete in the Land who were vo:d of Grace and of the knowiedg 
of )cſus Chriſt, and advertartes to the Cauſe and People of God, 
« and mocker: and batcrs of Picty and Godlinets. Was not that 
Atemb'y countenanccd and pleaded for ? and is it not to this day 
countenariced and pleaded for by all the generation of malignant 
and prophane perſons throughout the Land ? And ſure, if it had 
been fo much countenanced and owned of God, it is nor | ke that 
it ſhou'd hive been ſo endeared ro theſe who have ſo much oppo- 
ſed his friends ad intereſt in Scor/avd theſe many years paſt. 4 Be- 
cauſe that Afſe. :bly at D#ndze did for no other cauſe, but for pro- 
tiſting aga:oſt cher wrong Conſtiruriongand the ratifying of theſe 
Rceſoiutions,cenſu e and pronnunce the ſentences of Depotition and 
Suſpenſion againſt tundry godly men who have obtained mercy of 
the Lord to bc followers of his Cauſe fance the begining of the late 
Reformation,and whoſe Miniſtry hath been ſealed of the Lord up= 
on the hearts of not a fey of his Feople. 5. Becaute they did by 
their Ads lay a foundat'on for cenſuring all Minifters, Elders, Ex- 
pectants, Studerts and Profcflors whatſoever , who refuſe to ac- 
knowledge the conftitution of that Aſſembly and oppoſe the Ads 
thereof; which as it makes way for the caſting our of many able & 
godly Profeitors from being Church-members{tor it is wel known 
F how many there be of the godiy in theLand both Minilters, Elders, 
; and Profeſiors,who cannot be conſenting to ſubmit to thele things, 
: but do hold themſelves bound in their ſtations ro bear teſtimony a- 
sain{trhem)Now,to caſt out & perſecute all theſe,or to laya foun- 
dation fordoing of it, whether it be to be owned & guided of God, 
and to do things to edification; or if it be not rather to be deſerted 
of the Lord, to eſtabliſh iniquity by a Law, and to decree unrighte- 
oas Decrees,& write grievous things againſt their Brethren which . 
they have preſcribed,] leave it to thoſe whoare taughr of God,to 
j conſider. As to that paſlage in theWarning and Dc<claration of that 
Afembly ( ſo much magnified and eried up by che Author of this 
Review) it was, and it is the intention of the Proteſters, through 
the Lords aſſiſtance (thengh with wuch weakneſs) to _— the 
| clign 
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defgn and work of the Adverſaries on both hands, and to tread 
the middle path, the good old way, wichout declining to the £:ght 
had or to the lefr, upon wh:ch accoinpr it was thar they ccuid 
nor co:deicend to empiov and atfociat with,and entrvſt one adver- 
ſary for oppoſing another, knowing ſuch courſes to be condemned 
of God in his holy Word, and ro have proven bitter often hereto- 
fore unto chis Nation, and for this cauſe did folctanly engagegthat 
we ſhould do nu more ſo ; Therefore have they alwaies owned, 
and ſtrictly adhered to the Covenant and = and furmer Prin- 
ciples of the reforming party in this Land, fer down in their Pub» 
lick Papers; and that they mig'1t not partake of other mens fins,did 
not concur w.th, but bear teſtimony againſt the carnal counſels &f 
mens own hearts, becauſe of which the Sword did abide in our 
Ciries, and conſume our branches, and devour them, He/. 11.6. and 
the ſpirit chat hath been ſtirring in them in theſe aRtiogs (1 cruſt) 
is no other then the good Spirit of God, the Spirit of rruch and 
holineſs, the voice behind them that ſpeaks in the ears of the Lords 
People, This is the Way, Walk ye in ic, when they turn tothe right 
han4,and when they turn to the left band, [/a. 30.21, In order to 
this paſlage of the Warning at Dwxaee, I wiſh the firſt peaner 
thereof,a2d the Gentleman who now hath cired ity and all orhers, 
to conſider theſe few chings : 1. That not long ago there was a 
time that ſoite of the beſt and moſt precious of theſe who now 
charge the Proteſters with theſe ha: ſh impurations of having 4 /p#- 
rir ſtirring in their work that hath been, and it moſt effetinal for 
Carrying on of the deſign of the eAdver/aries of our Cane were 
liable no leſs then the Proreſtors now are to the ſame Imputations 
from theſe by whom they now are cried up and commended, and 
with whom they now joyn iſſuc in caſting them upon their Bre- 
thren- It concerns them to think whence theſe changes are, and 
whether they have given diligent heed to that word of exhortati- 
on that faith, Ze them come to thee , but go netihes to them. 
2. That theProteſters have ſtudicd to take hold of every oportunity 
to declare ani make known their approbation of,and adherence uns 
to the Work of Reformation, and to bear teſtimony againſt all in- 
juries done thereunto,and encroachments made thereupon,and have 
endeavoured to the utmoſt of their power to prevent and remedy 
the ſame. 3. That the Authors and Abetcors of the Publick Re- 
ſolutions, have now met ſeveral times in their Aﬀemblics and Com- 
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miſſions , yet to this day have we had no word of teſtimony frem- 
them againlt cheſe advertaries of our Cauſe, with the promoting of 
whoſe deiiga they do 1o much charge the Proteſters, but the:r ſpi- 
rit and zeal hath been ſperg anorher way. As to what they have 
done at their lare Aflembly with cloſed doors , nove being preſent 
bur themſelves , that cavnoc be look: d on as a teftimory to the 
C:iuſe of Chriſt, and at the beſt it will 1ount te no higher , then 
the protcihon of Nicodewm 1n private. Why Have they not made 
it a teſtimony indecd , and appoi::ted ſome of their number to pre- 
ſent, own and ayow it, before ſome of theſe againſt whom they te- 
Kitic,as the Proceſters did ſeaſonably and with the hrft oportunity? 
Or why did they remove all others our of their meeting 2 Were 
they afraid that ſome thould have born /witnefle and reſtified what 
they had doae? If they looked on themſelves as an Aſſembly of 
this-Kiri:,chey cannot be ignorant that the tranſaRions of Generall 
Afemblics ought and uſe to be publick,and cipecially their reſtimoe 
nies. Or why did they nor communicate the ſame to Synods, Presby- 
teries and Congregations, b''t tt it ly in che dark to this day, If 
they defire to be accompred fa'thtull,chey would either give a more 
diſtin and certain ſound concerning theſe adverſaries, or elſe ſpeak 
Iefle againſt rhe Proteſters, leſt chey beryray more paſſion then yie + 
ty,and more of che zea' of rhemiclves,then of the true zcal of God, 
4. Where hath chat ſpirit lodged which this laſt year paſt hath been 
moſt effeuall for carrying on the d-1gn of the adveriaries , whe- 
ther among the Prot fters,or amongſt rhe Authors and Avetrors of 
the Publick Reſolutions, I-t rhemfclyes ipeak. | 

Bur becauſe he is picaied f:om thar Warning and Declaration of 
the Aſlemvly at D#»ace,rto mention leven ſteps of progrefie, where- 
by they labour co prove what they do alert in the former patage a- 
Red by him, therefore ſeeing that Declaration {which is fraughred 
wich much i]]-zrounded charity to Malignants , and with a great 
deal of canſelefe prejudice and miſtaken zeal againſt many of the 
precious and godly in the Land ) begins again to be digged up our 
of its grave, whercia ſad diſpenſations of Providence did once ſeem 
to bury ir before it could he heard ſpeak in many of the Congrega- 
tions of the Land, therefore though he do infiſt on the 1: Step, yet 
for truths ſ2ke,and for clearing of theſe who are traduced without 
cauſe,T ſhall ſpeak ſhortly to all the ſeven» 

The 


The DECLARATION, at Dundee, 


He firſt ſtep is expreſſed thus: The credulity of ſome, belie. 

wing the hypocritical pretences of this now prevailing fatti- 
on of Seltaries, mixed apparentiy with the crafty deſigne of others 
world not ſo much as admir the ſu ition of thiy enemies prerpoſe to 
invaile us,and thereupon d.d reſiſt axd retard the lifting of an Ar- 
wor for the d:fencc of the Cauſe and Kingdom, untill the Enemy 
wAs Very near otr Bvyders,and had emitted a Declaration of their 
reſelitrrox to invade us , [0 that all means of defence Was like to be 


utterly marred. 
DEFENCE. 


Wo things are charged here upon the Proteſters and their 

adherents, as the principle of their actings, credulity in ſore, 
and deſigne 19 others: As to the firit , it is indeed ordiaary to 
gracious men T0 be c:edul-us of theſe who have the ſhew of 20d- 
linefſe,until they ſee them deny the power thereof,and I think this 
fault * if ir be a faulc) may be eaſily pardoned by theſe who allow 
ſo large charity co Malignants upon bare and naked Profeſfions 
now and then , when they come before the Judicatories of the 
Kirk,notwithſtanding of their many former breaches and relapſes, 
and know: d flimulation ,& contrary cariages in the tenor of their 
ſpecches & aRtings. but what ever be theſe mens creduiity,yer ſeing 
they walked in the {implicity of their hearts, the Lord hath to this 
day keep:d chem out of ſnares , and given them,as to the main of 
their carr-age,to keep the ſtraight way,declining extreams on both 
hands. As co the fecond,to wit, a crafty deſigne in others, it is 
allea iged ro be apparently fo, bur no evidence is brought of that, 
neither can any evidence be brought of it, it being a meer alleadge- 
ance, w:thour al' ground.of truth, ſuch things have been ſpoken, 
and writ'e:1, and preached by ſoine now for a good while pitt, it is 
now h:h time ſince ic hath been ſo often called for, for their own 
credits ſake to bring ſome proof of what they ſay ; I beſeech rhe 
Author of theſe worlds, and of 31! ſuch expreſſions, as before the 
Lord, and as they would not wrong themſelves nor their brethren, 
nor delude and do injury to others , by filling their hearts with 
thous hrs of jealouſic and rancour againſt innocent men , if they 


know any thing of this kind,to bring it forth ; and ifthey know 
B nothing, 
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nothing. to forbear ſuch reyroches, which thogh for the preſent they 
be vices: co theſe whom cheyaſperſe,yer in che end the ſhame wilte- 
turn upon che heads of thele who have bro:ched and vented them; 
It «ay be remeinbred, that reproaches of this kind were caſt upon 
the molt eminent 246 fairhfu1l, in che year 1648, by the Authors 
of che u»lawfull Engagement , becauſe of cheir oppoſing thereof, 
and vcar.nz teftroony againſt che ſame; bur paſsing theſe, I come 
ro chit wit ch is alleadged co be their work , and that was , that 
they did refiit and retard the lifring of an Army for defence of the 
Cauie a1id Kingdom, for cleering and confuting of which,it would 
be rememorcd,thar as in reſolving and condetcending upon the In- 
ſtructions g ven to the Commi's1oners of this K:nedom for Trea- 
ting with the King, there were ſome who too much favouring the 
Maſig-1ant party, would have had it put in InſtruRior, that this 
K.ngdom would engage 1n a War againſt England, for reſtoring 
the K ng to his Throne, upon co:1d tion of his giving fatisfiction 
in the iDemands propounded to hin, which when rhry could not 
obtain , their next endeavour was, that the tra::ſaction at Bredah 
might be ſo carried,as that theKirg and his Party might have ſome 
probable atlu:ance of chi+,and ther: fore was che firſt invitation gi- 
yen to theKing rhere,conmived in ſuch words & expreſsions,as ſec- 
med to import the ſame ; which heing ſent home to this Kingdom, 
was cealured & corrected by theParl. 4 new Inftrat:ons ſent back 
to HoZand,containing the ex:refs demands of this Kingdom to the 
Kingzand the form of the Inv'tation given him upon ſatisfaRtion 22 
terms tothe demands; which form of Invitation & Declaration 
made therewith. did exclude all engagement to make war upon 
Engliand,yet was there a Party in the Land,and ſome in theParia- 
ment, whoſe defignes and exdexvors did ſti.l rend to engage us ina 
War a2ainſt Exg/iazs. On rhe other hand there was cauſe to fear 
an Invaiion from Eng/and,by reaſon of the preparations made the 
for ner year by thoſe in power in that Nation, vpon the report of 
an Agreement berwixt the Kins and Commiſſioners ſent from 
this Kinzdome to He#and, in the year 1649. The great ditiiculry 
was, how to lteer an even courle in reference to both theſe ex- 
treams , both to prevent a (infull Invaſion from this Land upon 
Englend,and from England upnn this Nat on. The Parliament 
having ſeriouſly pondered both the dangers, took this courſe; They 
ſent to their Commiffioners then in Holand , renewed Inftruai- 
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(11) 
ons,together with a Declaration, wherein they made known their 
diflar.sfation with ſeverall things in the Treaty , in which the 
Co:nm:ttioners had varied from their irftrutions , particularly 
they declx:ed, that nothing agreed on ſhouid import an obligation 
to make War againſt Fuglana , and gave exprefic diretion that 
none of the Maligant Party {h-uld oe perwitred to come to Srot- 
land; and this Initr 1100 was fo thwith turned into a Law, and 
publiſhed in Print by Prociamation at the Market Croffe of Eain- 
burgh : And the Earl of ( a/crdar who had adventured to come 
from H-ollan+ to Scorland, upo.: hopes of the approbatio: cf that 
Treaty, was prefe-:rly commanded to go avoard a ſhip within 
twenty four hour+, aad forthwith to depart the Kingdom, under 
the pain of in;prifoament,and the rne of a hundred thouſand merks. 
Thele Inſtru tions an{ the D-ciaratiou of the Pa: lament, were de- 
livered to the Commiltioners tn Heilaxs, before the Kin ; came a- 
way , toyether alſo with Letrers to che ſame purpoie from the 
Commiilion of the Kirk to their CommiBiioners. To prevent the 
dang«r of an Invaſion from Engleni, the Paciament did (without 
ſo much as the leait quettion or 05jeRion made t9 che contrary by 
any, Member thereof } renew the Acts of Pottvre and Leavic 
which were made the year preceding, for putting tne Kirgdom in 


readineſle in caſe of Invaſiongand upon the 22.0f 7«ne 1650. they 


wrote Letters direRted to Mr. Lenthall, Spraker of the Houſe of 
Commons, the Lord Farrfax then Lord Generall, Lieut. Generall 
Crem Well, Major Generall Z«awbert,and the Governour of News 
Caſilejin which Letters they ſhew, that 4s in rheir Lercer of rhe 
6.March 1649. they dia both acknowledge their obligation, and 
did declare their reſolution to obſerve the rule of remouſtrating 
firſt the breaches of Peace, of craving juſt reparation, of uſing all 
fair means of giving a preceding Warning of three meneth; be- 
fore any engagement of theſe Kingdoms in War, ſo they ds ag ain 
renew the ſ[ame,and as ſolemnly profeſſe, thar they do it in the ſin- 
cerity of their hearts, not out of any policy ts catch advantages 
for any other end or deſigne , but meerly for their oWn defence, 
Which they do accompt abundantly [nfſicient ts remove all grounds 
of jcalouſits and miſ=reports of their intextions, and to teke away 
all pretexce of neceſſity of the marching of Forces for d:fence of the 
Borders of England. And being informed of 4 rejolution jy Eng- 
land to ſend an Army to invade thy Kingdomythey defired to know 
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whether theſe who have the ie. AER :n England do acknows 
ledge themſelves obliges,or by thety anſwer will oblige them/clues 

and declare their reſolutions to ob/ervye the forejaid way and ord:r 

xpon their part tom , andpiaixly and clearly 10 declare whether 
their Forces de marco for defence or offence , for kerping onely 

Within the Borders of E :gland,or commy within ours: whith way 
of proceaor incl-aring each other, and dea'ing plainly, 1; not en-ly 
agreeable to par ticular Treaties, and to the many Bonds and Dc- 
clarartions pait betwixt theſe Kingdoms , but alſs to the LaVy of 
G2-4d,and pratiice of bis people in his Wordgand to the Common Law 
and pratt:ce even of Heach:n Nations,much more of ( hriſtian co- 

venanted Kingdomes, Fc. When rhe Forces appointed ro be 
raiſed for defence of the Kingdom, rogether with the od ſtarding 
Forces that were before on toot, were co be formed and drawn to- 
gether in a Body, there were ſome differences in Parlament ; one 
was, W hether the Mal'gaant Party,and perſons groflely ſcandalous 
ſhould be excluded from the Army, or not ? There were none in 
Parliament that had che countenance to plead for it diretly ; our 
conſtant Principles being known re be ſo expreſle agiinlt it,and the 
Kirk having 'o oftea prefied upon the Parhament by many Petiti- 
ons, Remonſtrances, und Declarations, the purgi::2 of their Forces, 
bur diverſe: would have had rhe Act fo: making up the Army to 
paſle, without appointing any Committre, having power to remove 
ſach f. om the Army Another difference was, Whether the Com- 
mitcee of Eſt»res ſhould have power to command the Army to in- 
vade England ( as was done in the year 1648) or if there ſhould 
be a limitation of their power onely to ſtand for the defence of rhe 
Land within our Borders. In this queſtion likew.ſe there were 
none tk at pleaded expreflely for ſuch a power in the Committee, 
bur they oppoſed the lymeition. Some time was fpet't 17 confe- 

rence and debate abour rheſe, but they were fo few in Parliament 
that were either againſt the cxcl ſton or itmitation, chK& when the 
ſenſe of the Parliament came to be known, their number was no 
wayes conſiderable , fo that what is here repreſented by the Au- 
thors of that Declaration againſt che Proteſters, es the firlt ſtep of 
declinivg,is in effeR an evidence of their own declinirg from the 
former pr.nciples of State and Kirk,for both were then unanimous 
for excluſion of the Malignant Party and groflely ſcandalous per- 
fons from the Army, and againſt the invading of England, which 
: Were 
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(13) 
were the two queſtions in Parliament that did retard for ſome days 
the bringing forth the new levied Forces; for ſo ſoon as theſe two 
queſtions were ended, it was evidently ſecn there were none more 
forward in Parliament and Comm'rtees to hiſten them to che 
fields, then theſe who are untatisfied wich the lute !'uvlick Reſo- 
Jutions; and there was rog-ther at Lonh, beforc the Eogl ih A rmy 
marched into Scer/and , fo confiderabls a number ef Horſe and 
Foot,that they were doubl- the number of the Erglih. Surely 
no other thing but the chage of principle» , or grouadivie preju- 
dice could lead men to quarrel] thus for want of a» Army to de- 
tend the Land,the great number whereof made the {tro at D am 
bar the more unexpeted,doleful & dreadful. This is che eruch con- 
cerning what is laid to the charge of char fairhtul Parl1mene wh ch 
met at Edinbargh in the year 1650, and whoic endeavours to pre- 
vent extreams were anfiyered with diſappointment on both hands, 
whcch 1 truſt doth ſuciciently anſwer what is ſaid anent the fi: 
{tep. 
DECLARATION. ; 

Ty ſecond ſep is let down thus : When the Enemy had invae 

ded us,and an Army Was raiſed, unadey pretence of purging 
the Forces,and keeping the Kings Intereſt unicr ane [tberiinals- 
on to Gor,courſes wore taken, as after-attings made manifeſt tend- 
ing to the dividing of the eArmy,perplexing and diſrouragi: g the 
ſpirits of theſe Who labored to be fairhſwlt beth ts God and thrir 
King,and humaring of, ana yeelding to the untimo:u1 44d dangee 
TY 8H 740:100S of ſuch whe were under [u/pition of tos mych aff: (ti. 
#1 10 the Enemy, and that net without canſe, 4: 15 now t03 109 C= 


vident, 
DEFENCE. 


T 
Confeſle it is to me matter of ſor:ow and aſtoniſhment to hear 
theſe words. Was not the purging the Army from fuch of 
the Engig-rs as had not approven chemtelves in their repentance, a 
duty thir all of us w- re ſolemnly engiged unto befire the Lord 2? 
Had not the Generall Aſcublies of this Kirx,15d their Commiſſt- 
ons befo-e that time, given in avove twenty ſeverall Petitions, War- 
nings and Remonltrances to the Parliament and Comitittce of E- 
ftaces for thit ead > Had they nat iHued Declarations and Warn= 


ings £9 all the Land conccraing the neceility of tnac dury , as we 
deſired 
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deſired to Proſper and be bleflcd of God? And had not all the 
Congregatiun. Of the Land kent ſeveral! Faſts and Humiliati :us by 
their appo.oatment in order theretuco? Had rot the Pa.liament 
and Co.::mittce of Eftates wade Acts, a .d appotared Commiſſions 
there-auent, and taken the pertons © whom Comn{livn was giz 
ven,toleimnnly crgaged and fivor © £20 faithfully about it, as they 
would be anſ{iycrable unto God, «nd atter all thitc chings (in which 
many of the leading men of that Atiemibly at S. Anirews and Dax 
des were con: uriing ad conf: nting ) to hear the endeavours of 
purg'rg of the Army, ſo cetic&-d upon and ipoken againſt; what 
is this but ts proclaim agaiuſt themſelves, that ether chey did then 
diſſembie, or elſe that now they are repenting of the thing. which 
tl.ey did then concur 11 and were contenting co as 2 duty, bur what 
ever be their thoughts of it,as thete whom chey now ſpeak agur:(t 
did in che {impliciry of thett hearts chen endeavour it, ſo do they 
ſtill owne it as a tity, are ſorry to hear it otherwiſe ſpoken of, 
eſp: cially by theſe who prof-fle love to Reforwation. And I do as 
much wonder of chat which they tpeak of the Kings Jntereſt, ſec- 
ivg nothing was done in reference thereto, bur rhe declaring of the 
due ſubordination thereof unt» God's, and that they would not 
otherwiſe owne him and his quarrell,but in that ſubordination,and 
that they meaned to fight upon the ſame Kate of quarell up- 
on which they had done theſe twelve years paſt, which was not 
done by any particular perſons or party,but jointly and unanimouſ- 
ly both by theCommittee of Eſtates, a:1d Commillion of the Kirk, 
none diſſenting, und was ho:rologated by the whole Officers of the 
Army in a ſupplicatioa to the Committee of Eſtates, and fo far as 
did then appear , generally foliowed-in their ſtations and capacity. 
This,together with the leaving that Declaration of the Commiſſi- 
on of the Kirk, anent the ſubordination of the Kings Intereſt , out 
of the AR of the Aſſembly at D#»dce, which ratifieth the procee- 
dings of the Commillion, ſpeaks what ſpirit ſtirred in the Aſſembly 
when thele things were penned and approven;bur (ſay they )uader 
pretence of theſe things,courſes were takea fordividingoftheArmy, 
and yet they do not tell what theſe courſes were at that time , but 
{:bour to find the evidence of them in after actings,they did wiſely 
to wrap up in generals, without condeſcendiz2 upon any particu - 
lar, left they ſhould have therein been found our, bur their generals 
3re as eaſily denicd,as affirmed. What is meaned by after-aings,re- 
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guireth explication,and ſomewhat over : If he can m:ke this much 
out ofthe actings at Hamz/zon, which were thr iſt ficid at n''s. 
I ſhall wonder zt his w:t,to ſay nothing of h:s conſcicr,.ce, Who 
theſe faithfull ones ro God and the King are, whoſe ſpirits they did 
ſo much labour to perplex and diicourage, I do not know. 1 do as 
litcle know what were theſe untimous and danreronus motior:;s, 
wherein ſuch as were under ſuſpition of too mich aff:tion to the 
Enemy, were humovred in,and yeelded nnto, It may be remembred 
that as a great part of the Army was much weighted in their ſpi- 
rits, with the carri:ge of theſe, eſpecially ſome of chief note, who 
did obſtruR the purging of the Army , and gave countenance and 
encouragement to ſuch as were, or thould have been removed out 
of the Army; ſo the whole Army Orfcers and Souldicrs, and the 
Committee o6f Eſtates were much perplexed , diſcouraged, and 
diſ-fati-fied with the lackneſs, fhifrings, and delayes , ard (oli- 
tary coanſels and courſes of chicf men in the Army , who had the 
leading of the Forces, and for moſt part did do therein, and &ſpote 
therof as ſeemed beſt to rhemſelves, without taking much notice ci- 
ther of the Committee of Eſtates or Otticers of rhe Armyzand none 

was more pervlexed, diſcouraged, and dil- ſatisfied with tis way, 
then ſome of theſe who had a chief hand in penning this Declara- 
tion,in ſo much that having once ſpoken therein, chey got ſo unſa- 
tisfying an anſwer , that with much diſcontent rhey did declare, 
they meaned never to ſpeak again in that matter. Aud it may be 
alſo remembred, that the untimous and dangerous motions of 
which they ſpeak , were ſo far from being thought ſo when they 
were proponed,that it was the grief of many in the Aimy & Com= 
witree of Eſtates, yea and of Aflembly-men roo, who are ſuppoſed 
to be killed in theſe things , that thry were not entertained and 
hearkened unto, the truth is, never any motion of that kind made 
by any of theſe whom they call of ſuſpected attzAion, from the day 
that our Army came together , unt:l! the day that it was routed, 
was hearkened unto , unlefle they inſtance the in-fall at 11uſcle- 
bargh,ur onely the half of chat motion was followed for the Par- 
ty which was appoitited by the unanimeus refo;ution of the Offi 
cers to make good their retreat, who mace the in-fall, was nor ſer?, 
which , whether it was faichfulneile to God and the King, and to 
their Brethren, much of whoſe blood was ſhed, their own hearr 

\vho d d it can beft judge, as beſt knowing what were the induce} 

men 
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ments that moved them not to make the reſolution of the Officers 
concerning the ſending of that Party eff-tual.O.her moc.ons were 
made by theſe ſuſpeRted men alſo,as to have tallen on at*poger and 
at D#mbar,to ſet behind the Encmy,and not before them, but were 
not hearkened tro. Ir is well known who made the motion to 
draiv the Army down the hill on Monday morning, and carried it 
by plurality of yoices in a Co: ncell of War, which 2ppoi: ted it to 
be put preſently in execution; yer upon a new conceit, without ad- 
vice of the Otticers, he deliyed all that day ill five ar night that ir 
was dark , and then he brought it down, contrary to the advice of 
the Orficers. I truſt they will not deny that this was a dangerous 
motion, and they eanuor ſay,that any of theſe ſuſpeted men had a 
hand therein. Concerning the laſt words of that ſecond ſtep, ler it 
be this day ex4mined and conſidered, what hath been the carriage 
of theſe ſuſpected men,ai:d of their unſuſpeRted men the Malignant 
Pariy,and it will at leaſt be found very evident, that this Reviewer 
his ſuſpicion 1s calculated to a wrong Meridian. 


DECLARATION. 


Wn third ſtep is in theſe words: When after that ſad ſiroke at 
4 Dumbar , the Loras diſpenſation aid call for wayes of union 
and healing i ſtead of theſe, [ubtile courſes Were taken to engage 
a great part of the W-ll- affected in the peſt, to ſeparate from the 
Forces ef the Kingdem, whereby inflead of joint concurring for a= 
tling againſt the Enemy, jealon(ies were begotten , and/o far en- 
Ere«ſed, that there Was no ſmall danger feared, leſt the ene part of 
enr Forces ſhould have fallen upon the other, 


DkEBFENCE. 


EY plaineſt things , and which arc ated with the greateſt 
2 ſimpiicicy and integrity, are often branded with the name of 
ſubtile devices, by maintainers ef an ill cauſe, who no ſooner depart 
from their former principl-s, bur they give co their oppoſers the 
very name, which ( were the r eyes opened of the Lord to ſee their 
own wayes) they ſhould take to themiclves. What ſubtile device 
could there be here? The Committee of Eſtates hearing before the 
defeat at Dumbay, that Forces were leving in the North of Eng- 
land , which were to come into Scotland by the way of Carlile, 
they wrote Letters to the Weſtern Shires to meet and correſpond 


among 


| | 017) | 
among themſelyes , and to bein readinefle for their own defence. 
This put them in ſome forwardnefſle to riſe in Arms, when they 
theard of the defeat, which being on the third of Sept, the Gentle- 
men of the Committees wer upon the fifth, and had ſome of their 
'mumber at Srerti» upon the fixth , who made offer to-raiſe 
ſpeedily a double proportion of the ordinary Levie, which was 
wc ll accepted by the Committee of Eſtates , and Commiſsion of 
the Kirk, and Letters of encouragement written from both, which 
are yer extant, and the Commirree of Eſtates ſent ſuch Officers to 
conduc theſeForces,as they knew ro be moſt acceptable to the Wee» 
ern Shires. The Forces were raiſed by authority of the Commit- 
tce of Eſtates, and were obcdient to their Orders ſent from time 
ro time under the T ord Chancellours hand, which yet remain un- 
cancelled,to witnefle againſt tuch calumnics : And there was never 
any command ſent to them ro come and.joyn with the reſt of the 
Forces, untill agreement was n ade by the State with the Malig- 
nant Party , and then Colonel| Monty omerie was appointed to 
march towards them with ſome Forces under his command to re- 
quire their conjunction , but before he came the length of Srerlin, 
Major Generall Lambert with a ſtrong Body of horſe had come 
to Hamilton, where he was fought againſt by the Weſtern Forces, 
(thougli they were far inferiour in number) and many were killed 
of the Enemy on the place,bur with the loſle of the Day, and dif- 
ſipation of the Weſtern,Forces, which pur an end to many ground- 
lefle jealoulies. : | " 
DECLARATION. 
'T'i* fourth ſtep they ſer it down in theſe words , eAxd. to 
| heighten differences yot more and more' under fair pretences 
of exonering their oWn conſcience, and ebtatuing more clearneſſe 
in the quarrell againſt the enemy many Whoſe intentions Were ha- 
reſt were abuſed and draWn in the ſnare of 4 Remonſtrance where - 
by the ewning of the Kings juſt Intereſt agreed nnts by the Gene- 
Fall Aſſembly and the Parliament was expreſly laid aſide, and his 
removal from the exerciſe of bis Royall Power and Government, 
adviſed to the ( ommitntce of Eſtates,the authority of the Commit- 
tee of Eſtates much weakened, and aWay of holding up a conſtant 
diviſion from State and Kirk therein moulded. : | 
C 
Dsz- 
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Dx rgNCE. 


T is ftrange that theſe who maintain the Publick Reſolutions, 

ſhould judge it want of charity to accompt ſome men Malig- 
nants,notwithſtanding their actions do evidently declare it,and yer 
do think it no breach of charity in themſelves to judge other mens 
hearts and thoughts , contrary to their declared intentions, and 
whole tenour of their actions. If theſe men pretevd to cxoner 
their conſciences, and ſeek more clearneſſe in the ſtate of the quar- 
rell, when yer they did intend no ſuch thing , but their reall pur- 
poſe was, to advance the Adverſaries Cauſe; Surely it was a grie- 
vous and intollerable provocation before rhe Lord , which he will 
finde our, that he may cake vengeance of ſuch hypocriticall inventi- 
ons and groſs diſſimulation ; bur if their hearts were ſtraight be- 
fore him in all cthete things ( of which they have a witneſs in Hea- 
yen,a Record in their own breaſts,and their aRions in adventuring 
their lives againſt the Enemy as a teſtimony before the world ) 
they do them w:ong who ſpeak ſo of them, which is the more 
piercing, becauſe 1t procceds from ſome of theſe who were once as 
their guide, their acquaintance with whom they took ſweet coun- 
ſell rogether in the Work of God , and walked into the houſe of 
God in company,and yet donow allow them letle charity,and give 
them lefle truſt in their ſolemn and publick Proteſsions in theſe 
things that relate to their conſciences and the publick Work, then 
they do to the greateſt Malignants in the Land , and the, bloodie. 
murderers who followed Fawes Grahame : for they will+have 
theſe upon their verbal profeſsions to be accompred trye penitents, 
and are filled with ind/gnation agaicſt any who ſpeak or write 0- 
therwiſe of them ; bur ro mend the marcer,and thar they may not 
provoke too many of their old friends at once,they tell us, that the 
intentions of many who were honeſt , were abuſed and drawn in 
the ſnare, They would do a great favour to the whole Land , e- 
ſpecially ro ſimple ones , if they would be pleaſed once to conde- 
ſcend by name and ſurname , upon the ſubrile enſnaring men that 
do abule others, that they might be known and avoided. For theſe 


who were at thecompiling of that Remonſtrance,I know many of |: 


them to be men of great and good parts, but I know none of them 
that are very skilfull in drawing circles in the dark, and conjuring 
other men unawares within the compaſſe thereof ; they are open 


ingenuous | 
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| (19) 
ingenuons men, whoſe hearts and defignes have alwayes been read 
in their profeſſions and expreſſions, and theſe whom they call the 
abuſed and enſnared ones,are more intelligent and diſcerning men, 
then to be eafily deceived ; they are many of them eminent for 
grace and abilitie>,and ſuch as have approved themſelves in ſpecial 
truſts and employments relating to the Cauſe and Kingdome. It is 
true.that ſince the preſenting of that Remonſirance, ſome of them 
did ſlip in a day of temptation, by paſsing from the ſame; bur it is 
as true, that it is the matter of their humiliation for which they 
mourn before God, and ſome of them ſo much, that hardly can 
they be comforted. It is to me a great confirmation of the Re- 
monſtrance , that it was approved and accepted by the Lord as a 
neceflary duty, that gracious men , who by the rentations of the 
time , and the perſwafions of ſome whoſe judgements they 
reſpected , being drawn into a ſnare at Ster/ire to diſclaim the 
Remonſtrance, they were within very few dayes after, ſo challen» 
ed in conſcience,that they had no peace of mind till they acknow- 
ledged their fault, and reſolved to walk ſoftly all their years in the 
bitterneſle of ſoul. The firſt thing that they challenge in the Re- 
monſtrance is, That the owning of the Kings juft Intereſt , agreed 
unto by the Generall Aſſembly and the Parliament, was expreſlely 
laid afide,and his removall from the exerciſe of his Royall Power. 
and Government adviſed to the Committee of Eſtates; but in this 
they do not deal fairly, not onely becauſe they leave out the Rea- 
ſons upon which this is offered to be conſidered by the Commit- 
tee which are very weighty and important ; but alſo becauſe they 
omit to tell, that rhe Gentlemen, Miniſters, and Forces of the 
Weſt, had no other meaning in the Remonſtrance as to the Kings 
Intereſt, then what was expreſſed in the Declaration at the Weſt 
Kirk of the 12. Awgufty in the year 1650» In which the Commit- 
tee of Eſtates, the Commiſsion of the Kirk , and the Army, did 
unanimouſly joyn in their ſeverall tations and capacities ; in teſti» 
mony. whereof they. were willing, and did often offer accordingly 
to clear and-explain the ſame; . if io be the Commiſsion ſhould for- 
bear to give any ſenſe upon it , and-et. un-byaſſed men judge if it: 
was unſeaſonable to remonſtrate this,upon the Kings deſerting the 
Councels of State and Kirk, and joyning with the Malignant Par- 
ty, contrary to the Covenant and Treaty». . The next'thing chal- 
ry C 3 lenged 


(20), 
lenged: is, Bhat che authority. of che Committee, of Eſtates. is: 
thereby. weakened; bur it. is. not told. how, belike it. is mraned bes: 
cauſe of the freedom that is therein.uſed; , in- laying before chem. _ 
the fins and miſ-carriages. of. ſundry of theſe who were then in, ] 
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place and. power, bur the diſcovering and-taking with of ſin. doth. 
not weaken bur ſtrengthen authority ; that which hath provoked 
the Lord to dath our Judicatories in pieces, and to bring them to 
nothing, is , Becauſe they have refuied to take wich cheir grilti- 
nefle , and to humble them/elves under the mighty hand of Grd, | 
If the freedome that was uſed -in the-Remonſtrance , in reference. |. 
to Members of the Committee of Eſtates offer:d any , theſe four 
things would be remembred: 1. That whar is therein repreſented, F 
is known and undeniable truth. 32. That the Lord was calling 
thereto by his moſt dr:adful ſtroaks. 3. That many were-hardning 

and hab:tuating rhemſelves in fin. 4.7 hat the men who ſpoke,were 

about to lay down th-ir |rves, and therefore took liberty ro ſpeak 

all thcir hearts, that they might exoner themſelves, and l-avc.it as, 

their reſttmony w.th others. The third is, that. way of ho'ding 

up a conſtant diviſion from Stare and Kirk is-therein moulded, bur , 
noching is ſaid to make out this; and though ſome of the Remon=« k 
ſrators be judged and-called ſubtle and deſigning men, yer as they 
did intend-no ſuch ching , ſo do.I doubt exceed ngly if they be {0 

quick-fighted as to ſee the ſtrength of this inference- that is made || 
upon it; for my part, I ſce it not, and am content to be ignorant of \ 
it,untill it ſhall be diſcovered unto me. 2 


DBCLARATION. . 
i Bag fifth ſtep is, 3/hew no:Wirhſt anding of thu perillow. pres 
tice, all means of union of Forces, and healing of the breach 
was endeavenred by Church and State , yet mniox could not.:be 
had , except wpon [nh conditions 45 the State and Church conld 
weither in honour nor in conſcience grant ; whereby ani through 
the diſtipation of theſe Forces Which adhered to the Remenſtr ance. 
at Hamilcon , the Srate aud Church. were-ntceſvitated either. to, 
rendey all up to the preſent rage of a -perfidious. and prevalent E- 
nemy, or 10.make uſe of (nch as had been formerly received to rea | 
pentance for their ſinfull courſes, and admit others to repentance, - 
from Whe m {atufattion might he gotten, agreeable. to the Rules, © 
on | i if 
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ef the Generall eAfſpmiily, that all together might be employed 
for per and necefſary defence of Cane a K af wn > ns 
natural interefſk obligations. and /elemne tyes by (, vvenant calling 
for the ſame, | | 


DEFENCE. 


7 Er it b* conſidered what theſe conditions were which the 
Church and Stare could neither in honour nor conſcience 
grant. As for the Kings exercifing of his power,the Remonſtra» 
tors d:d:declareythar they had in humility propounded their judg- 
ment and the reaſons thereof unto the Committee of Eſtates ; but 
it was in their power to hcarken unto them,and to do fo,yea.or no, 
as they thought fit; and that-if they ihould not be pleaſed, fbll ro: 
debar the King from the-exerciſe of his power, as he had been for- 
meriy,chey would not refuſe to live peaceably under him,as theMa- 
2iſtrat.of the Land , only two things they did deſire in: order to. 
gheir uniting with che Forces of the Kingdom: 1. Thar the quar- 
rel] upon which they fought, might be ſtared as in the/Dtclaration 
of the 13. of Azg. 1650. 2. That there might be one to com= 
mand the Forces, qualified according tothe folemn E::gagement 
unto duties, to wit, of a-blameleſs and Chriſtian convertirtion, and 
of known integricy and conſtant affection: ro: the Cauſe of God; 
both which conditions. were refuſed. Now, I would fain:know 4 
reaſon why cheſe things might not be condeſcended unto in honor 
and conſcience. Was it lefſe honour or conſcience to ſtate rhe-quar- 
relin November 165 0. according to the foreſaid Declaration, then 
it-wasto ſtarc it in Argnft immediatly preceding > Had any thing 
occurred in arder'to the King for altering the ftate of the quarrel}, 
and-making.it more favourable as to him, or rather, was there not- 
ſomerhing to the..contrary -, to wit, his deſerting-of theJudica- 
tories,giving of. Commilsions to the Malignants, and joyning with 
them? Or was-it contrary to honour and conſcience to ſatisfic 
them-in the other ? Or did not both honour and conſcience binde 
them tout? Astothe imploying of the Malignant Party, there 
is ſo.much ſaid in 2 particular Treatiſe to demonſtrate theſinfulneſs 
of it,as alſo that-there-was no necelcity for ir, that I ſhall not now 
infiſt-upon it, only I deſire that-ro be-raken notice of, which they 
ſay.of.making uſe of ſuch as had been formerly received to repen- 
tance 


(22) 

tance for their ſinfull courſes, and admitting others to repentance 
from whom fatisfaftion might be gotten, agreeable to the Rules 
of the Generall Aſſembly, that all together might be imployed. 
Which words import , that as thcy did require repentance in all 
theſe who were formerly excluded, and were now to be 
imployed ; ſo alſo that care was taken to receive none but 
ſuch as ſatisfied according to the Rules of the Generall Aſ- 
ſembly , both which are ſpoken g7a1#, and without ground- 
The firſt, becauſe in anſwer to the ©nere , and in the Warning 
penned for the ſtrengthening of it (which ewe wete the foundati- 
ons of imploying theſe men ) there is no word of repentance, or 
ſatisfaQion as neceſiary requilites in theſe who were to be imploy- 
ed in the defence of the Kingdom, and of the Cauſe, bur the cx- 
ceptions in the Anſwer exclude onely excommunicated perſons 
forcfaulted, notoriouſly profane, or flagitious, and ſuch as have 
been from the beginning, and continve ſtill, er are at this time 
obſtinate and profeſied enemics and oppoſers of the Covenant and 
Cauſe of GOD; and moſt, if not all the Arguments in the War- 
ning run for imploying all men who are Subjects. without any ſuch 
qual:fication. The laſt becauſe the order preſcribed by the Gen. 
Aſſembly. was not keeped in receiving of them : That Order (as 

is evident from the Act of the Aflembly 49. concerning the recei- 
ving of Engagers ) is, *That becauſe many heretofore have made 

«*hew aud profeſſion of their Repentance, who were not con- 

«yinced of their guiltinefle ,-nor humbled for the ſame, but did 
«hereafter return with the dog to the vomire,: and with the - 

«ſow tothe puddle, unto the mocking of GOD ,-and the ex-. 

s«cecding great reprozch and detriment of his Cauſe : Therefore 

«for the better determining the truth & fincerity of the repentance 

*of thoſe who deſire to be adfmicted to the Covenant and Commu- 
£nion, It 15 appointed & ordained, that none of thoſe perſons who. 

&©:re debarred from the Covenant and Comunion ſhal be'admitted 

&and received thereto, bur ſuch as after exaR 'tryal ſhalt be found 
*for ſome competent time, before or after the offer of their repen- © 

©*rance, according to the diſcretion of the reſpeRtive Judicatories, 
«ro have in their ordinary converſations given reall teſtimony of 
©rheir diſ)ike of the late wnlawful Engagement,and of the courſes 
*:nd wayes of Maligpants,and of their ſorrow for their acceſſioy 
"co the ſame,and to live ſoberly, righteouſly and godly; and if any 
ſhalj 
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(23) 
«hall be found, who after the defeating of the Engagers, have ut- 
*rered ary malignant ſpeeches trending ro the approbation of the 
*[atc unlaiyfull Engagement,or the bloudſhed within the Kingdom 
*for promoving of the ends of the ſaid Engagement, or any orher 
«projets or praiſes within or without the Kingdom, prejudicial 
*ro Religion and the Covenant,or tending to the reproach of the 
*Miniſtery, or the Civill Goverament of the Kingdom ; or who 
«have unneceffarily or ordinarily converſed with malignants and 
*4iſ-affected perſons,or who have had hand in, or accellion toor 
«compliance with,or have any wayes countenanced or promoved 
«ny malignant deſign, prejudiciall to Religion and the Covenant, 
that theſe, notwithſtanding their profeſſion of repentance be not 
*[1ddenly received, but a competent time, according to the diſcreti- 


*0n of the Judicatory be affigned to them for tryal of the evidence 


© of their repentance , according co the qualifications above- 


©mentioned. | 
Now let Conſciences ſpeak, whether this order in receiving theſe 


men was obſerved yea, or not ; yea,it was ſo far from it,that chey 


were received without ſuch evidences in a very raſh and precipi- 
tant way, unto the moſt manifeſt mocking of Repentance that 
hath been heard or ſeen in any Church in the world, many of them 
flonting and jecring at the Judicatories of the Kirk, and one at an-+ 
other, and making ſports of their Confelfions amongſt their com- 


| Panions, and giving as much evidence of their malignancy and pro- 


phanity and hating of godlineſs. in their ſpecches and carriage as of 
before : Did not the Commillion make ſuch haſt to receive theſe 
who had broken out in Rebellion, and riſen in Arms againſt the 
Cauſe and Kingdom after D»mwbar,that notwithſtanding they had 
once by anAA remitted them all for cenſure to the Gen. Aflembly, 
and intimated the ſame to Presbytecries,that they might not be ad- 
mitted to the renewing of the Covenant or Communion, till che 
Afembly ſhould judge of their caſe ; yet they did after the An- 
ſwer to the Quere make a new AR for receiving them, to the great 


offence of the godly, and expoſing of their own Authority to con- 


tempt and reproach. 
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DECLARATION. - 
T5 6.Stepis fet down thus, Norwirhftavding ſome ten had 
thn; vecafioned the making up of owr Forces as they now are, 
get not only did they them/elvesrefwfe to joyn With them, but op. 
poſed by ali means poſſi ble the raiſmg 'of the Army according to 
Publick Re/olntions, What by preaching Whor by Writing, What 
by branding honeſt men ( many of Who»w aid bear rbe burden avd 
heat of the day when others were not ) with the'04tous impatati- 
011 of back-ſliting Covenant-breah mg, nnd what not? Publick 
Fafts were ſeparated from aud contermned, Fattions drawn a- 
mongit the People ; in aWord, no nears were left nneſſayed to 
make Publick Reſolntions im order to rbe ruifing of rhe Army in- 
effettnal, without bolding forth any poſſible or probable vicans for 
the relicf of the Kinodon : All wh'ch (What ever have been the 
intentions of men) do of their own nature contribute no lefſe ef= 
feftnally tothe delivering np of all to1ht will of the Entmy Withe 
ont ftroke of ſword, thru if ir.had been yur poſely witended, 2 


DnxErANCE. 


Rejudice ſtretcheth far to reach. a blow» Albcit it is here af-- 

ferced i hat ſome men did by all means poſſible oppoſe the rai- 
fing of the Army, according to the Publick Reſolutions, and that 
they Icft no means uneflayed to make theſe Reſolutions incffeRu- 
a] for raifing of the Army, yet they muſt be the men who thus oc- 
caſioned the making up of the Army 4#it4yar: How this ſhoutd 
be I do not well know, unleſs it was By/an #nt5periftoſit , as 
heat ſometimes occaſions cold; and cold,hext'; 0r;as the preaching 
of the Goſpel occafions war upon the earth. It'is like enough that 
the Teſtimony which was born-agairſtthir iy didirrthte nicts 
corruptions and makethem' more violent: and! head-Rttong in the 
proſecution of the ſame. But their meanitig happily is, That theſe 
men did oppoſe the union of the Forces,or wou'd not ſuffer others 
to rife for the defence of the Kingdom and Cauſe, aid fo put the 
Committee of Eftates upon a neceſſity of employing of thefe. To 
joyning of the Forces we have ſpoke before, and ſhewed vpon 
what terms they were willing to have joyned, and that there ne- 
ver came to them any Order or Command from the State for con- 
junRion, and for the other, until there was ſtumbling-blocks pur 
in their way by the Publick Reſolutions ; they were ſo far from 
hindring any,againſt whom there was not juſt exception,that they 

were 
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,, 


033) 

were wiling toemploy themfcives to the nemoſt in defence of the 
Cauſe-and Kingdom, 'aiid pave abundarvt proof thereof fron! the 
time-they:fwſt: took up Arms urt:l the month of Decembry, thar 
tho dord was pleated in bis wie diſperſation to break them at 
Hawitross The Publick Reſolur:or:s being contrary to the Word 
af God, and ro the Cover ant, and to the Actings and Proceedings 
of both Kirk and:Srate in the Cauſe theſe mry years paſt, and in» 
yolving fo fudden and grofs.a change both ot Principles and Pra- 
ice, gave occaſion to many gracious ones throughout the Land 
to.ſtumblc,and'to many Minitters to bear Teſtimory- againft them 
both by preaching, and by writing their minds to the Cmmaiſfion 
of the Kirk, and to others of their Brethren as they lad opportus 
nity ; Upon which occafion alſo” it was that many werenecellit- 
ted ro withdraw from ſoth Fafts as did iovotye an approbatien of 
theſe Reſolutions ; and what was in all this but duty? 'May not, 
yea, oughtnor the ſervants of God, Min ſters'and-People bear te- 
ſtimony agairſſt declining 3nd backſliding, and ſtudy to keep their 
own gartnents pure; ant refuſe t6:ſay «-confederacy:to-witked meri 
in che Intereſts a6d Cluſe of God.* "It is a ſhrewd iofinuzeion that 
js made of their ' drawing factions amongit the'' People, as if 
they: had ſtirred the People to fedition, or to tumulrs : The ues 
moſt leapt which/Mmiſters went, - was to-hold-forch the ſinful?” 
neſſe of that courſe; how contrary it was to our former Principles} 
how it would help to haften on jore- wrath; or if it did ſeem to 
proſper, how dangerous*it would prove to the Gaule and People 
of God by'ſetting up of fuch-as had been,and ſtill were adverſaries 
to both, and thic grearcft length which People wents was, To'pro- 
. feſs their diflike rhereof, and wicthaue tumule or 'Faion ro' with- 
draw, or it} a fober and modeſt way to refuſe to concur; becauſe 
they had. no clearneſs nor ſatisfaction in their conſciences concetn-= 
ing theſe Reſolutions} withal,they did clearly deelare their judg- 
ments apainlt the Invafion, and for the defence of the'Cauſe and 
their Country, «nd their readine(s to concur in all lawful ineans, 
according to the Word and former Principles for that end. If aby 
who had been formerly honeſt; and born ary part of the burden 
and heat of the day, were branded as back-ſliders, it was not ſo 
mueh by Difſenters froti che Publick Reſolutions, 25'by the mult?- 
tade of that generation with- whom they did affociat, I meat) the 
Malignants who did not ſpare openly and every where to ſay _ 
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- {(26) 
theſe honeſt then wereinow'come .co-theniz 2s forothers, thongh/: 
they cannot ſo vindicate themſelves as ſay thar'thereis none a? 
mongſ rhem.who doth at .avy cime ſpeak. rathly ori unadviledly; 
with his lips:, y<t.che Lord knows it was thegiicf pt cheir heaces! 


ther longſt. men. ihpuld have fallen from! thr! int prity: » ant. 


though chry cov!d,nor chuſe but bear T<ſtimony 'agaiaſt rheiefIn, 
yer they did ic as afflicted in (pi rits keeping reveretice, reſpeF, and» 
af;&ion unto the men themſelves, ; and had. the iniquity been pri-y 
yatejthty would moſt willng'y bave-covered the ſhame -thereof;; 
bur-ig was pavlick aid, fuch as did relare 16 che publick-Cauſe, and: 
wherein their con:ent'and concurrence - was delired, and therefore: 
they were forced to ſpezk,and not to ſuff;r fin upon themſelves nor. 
uponcherr-Brexhrene ; Tyere4s yer one. thing remains, Thar whilſt: 
Bo mcans were left upeliayed for makirg of Publick Reſolutions; 
ineffeQual that no. po'Jible! nor probable-mean- was hoiden forth: 
for t ie relick- of che Kingdom ; if it be meant as to the time,when 
theſe Reſolutions were firſt raken by the Commillions Anſwer to, 
the Pasliaments,Quare, .there could nathwg:oF-thar:kind be then 
holden forth by;ſuch-ai arc difſarigficed withiHaſe Reſolutions, be- 
cauſe few or none of chem were-prelent; advertiſments not being: 
ſo.much as ſcnt,to.many. of them, and:the time being fo ſhorcthat; 
others couid-pot come upon the advertiſments'whichwrzefent to: 

hem. , The advertiſment, tame to Srerirne ripon: the Tucſtdayſto, 

e diſpatched unto allithe ,Presbyterics in the Welk }': that 'cheie! 


. Commilljoners mighs keep at Perth; upon the Thiuriday immedyr 


atel y following, which day copld.not probably be bur paſt before 
the-adyertiſmeng.came aro oft of; them, it , being ih: the depeh'of 
the winterrfeaſon; when the day was at: chedſborteſt, and by' ſoc 
bearers as was.notfixed, or: ſent-of purpoſes but dy ſuch ay were 
occaſionally ,going to thoſe places for other buHneſs-; yea, ſuppoſe 
the utmoſt diligence. imaginable. had- been uſed, rt; had! nor 'been 
poſſible tp ſend theſe. Acvertiſmentsfrom;$2e7/1n £9 the. Commit * 
fioners of cheſe Presbyteries.in che;\Yelt, jade ſhort a; time? and 
theſe Commiſſioners thereupon te have kept: the Diet ar Pars 238 
iny who knows.the. diſtai'ce' of, theſe places; will cafily acknotye 
kdge,, it being above: fourty, miles, betwxt, Perch and Gla(golvs 
whichis che;nearcſ}, of che Prespygories, at-che. Welly, che tefb--of 
them being a good,deal more remote, ome of; hem thret, or fouge 
core miles. :. And if jt be mcapt, thatafrer:the'taking of cheſe Re+ 


} 


{olutions 
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.the challenge of chePipc-s 
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ſolutions, no poſſibl2 nor obethetlan was holden forth by theſe . 
who did objec againſt them,.it was, to, no, purpoſe then to do it, 
the Authors and Abetters of them being ſo zealous for them thar - 

FFROn $0,;the,contrary, much .leſs-be 
content.co wave theſcRefſoluriors,and goto a calg) and peaceable 
enquiry about, other poſſible or _prot:able means of defence ; and 
yet, as before the taking of th -ſe Reſolutions, *the-poſlibility . and 
probability of acher meats had begn ofren holden forth, ſo wasit 
Us bh o freh afcer the raking of theſe, Reſoſurions,,.. To. fay 
nothing of. Treary and,Cooference. ( which was moved by ſome, 
but percmptorily, and bitterly .1c3edted by, others) the poſſibility, 
and probability of getting an Army; wibopt. employing, and ene 
truſting, of rhe Mabgnant party, was,holden forh,. and chey who. 
did affert otherwile,did.a gicar deal of witns go.the Kingdom and, 
Kirk of $c0:14:4,and make them too:much malignants;. Ic is xrucy 
they, were conſiderable for number , power and policig, .who were 
and ought to haye been'excluded ;, yer were there a5, many: beſides 
as Might, haye been means competent, un rarional prudence, for dec 
fenge-of the Kingdom aod Caule, gſvecially in a Nation,covenatted 
with God, which ought to he cenger in all their wayes; and .ro 
flay them(elves,not,ugon Horlcs.and Chariors,bur upen the Name 
gf chel gxd-After che ſerting down ofail theſe phingsggheYare plea 
ted to alles, Thar.cheyyda of .cheiffgwn.narire opotriturengilely 
FE ly. ro the delivering up of, all tothe willof che Eg mje, 
withour {troke.of ſword, then if. it had been purpgſely intended. 
As no evil cauſecan of ir ſelf produce any:gdod ctt<&,; ſo neither 
.canany good tauſc of it.fv1f. proguce an evil.c{##R z, gvod and cyil 


being congrary-in.their. natures, .and the 0n+ nop, nanyely, ariſing 


our of the other : What was danein theſe, was duty and. good, in 
it ſc1f,and rherfo;e had,no connexion in it ſelf with any evi chigp 
that.is charged upon itz. whe Tirgadecchis chargoy [ remengpered 
.the cl {1pC=2.0 ole 1agaigit chePropher 7opempyah, 
That he weakened the, hands of che men of. wan. chat recqained in 
the Ciry, and the hands of alt the*Pcople; and that.he ſought not 
the welfare of the People, but their hurt; fer.z8.4; 
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DB CLARATION. 


7" He faſt ſep is ſer down-in this anſwet to the Proteftztion; but. 
$ 


'Þ becauſe it is whered in with a 1irge Preface that is not menti« 
oned in this A -:;ſwer,cherefore 1 (hull ſpeak ſomewhat alſo to thar, 
the words ac thele : 7- N orwithſt andivng of all woich inolencies, 
T he ( ommſonen of the laſt Ge nerall Aſſ embly Carrged thrmfelves 
With mucy clemencie toWards their chief eppoſers \, mor onety fors 
beartng to cenjure ther, though it was Vrithin the bounds Him 
E-mmiſcion ſo to have done , but alſo left their own Precbyteries 
ſhould have proceeded to ſeverity to cenſure, they appointed to cire 
them to the Yano eAjembly, that after calm dchating- of the 
matter, an —_— giyen'tb-ws ro propeund the grounds of their 
dif- ſatis[afionro the fall, they _— either receive ſaticfattion, 
or dtherwayes fuch conries for healing might be taken, as the Ge- 
nerall Aſſewibly in their tenderneſs towayas pietic, and rheſe wha 
art piouw, 418 in wehl[ to the diſtreſſed (anſe and King toms, ſhorttul 
think fit ; but they nvwilling to have their opinions brought to 
the touch-flone of ch: Word of God aud ſolid rea/on in u free Gen, 
Aſſembly did content themſelvs te have proteſted againſt rhe F& 
of the Gen. Aſſembly approving the proceeding s of Te "O77 q bi? 
hr irk,if ſo be after debaring'on both hands; (wcb aH AE ok 
ave been made : but befert the main point of difference was Jo 
mnch as once debated, far leſs ary concluſion paſt npon'it ,' [ome bf 
therw 45d proteſt againſt the deter winarion of the Aſſembly in that 
particular , 44 if they had flood in no neett of further inforewntion 
fromthe debates of learned and gracious min which Were +6-be 
bad upon it in the face of the Gentral Aſsembly and others of thens 
by an unparalleled prattice (except that of the perfidioua Prelates 
ar the Generall eA/iembly at Glaſpdiv, whe mind thi overthrow 


#f all Aſremblits for ever ) ditt abſd{urety abclint rhe ammnritie 
#*f the General {/rembly proteſting againſt it 4 null,&c, * 


| DEFENCE». "0 DIt 
'F is in the firſt place denied, That the Commiſsion of the Gene- 
Te Afcmbly had any power at all ro cenſure any of theſe who 


*&d oppoſe theſe publick Reſolutions, becauſe their power as it was 


only in things committed unto them by the Aﬀſembly,ſo were they 
| to 
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to walk in the 2dminiftration thereof, and to exerciſe the ſame nei 
cording to the Acts and Conſtitutions of this K'rk ; bur there was 
then no Act nor Confticution of this Kirk appointing the 6ppoſers 
of ſuch Refolutions to be cenſared; that Vindication'1o much cryed 
up in this Review,doth acknowledge; that theſe Retokurionowere 
indeterminats jurs, or things not then determined in Law by any 
A or Conſtitution of this Kirk, and rthercfore ſcems to yeeld;ebar 
the Commitfion had no power tocenture the: orpoſers' of them; 

ea, thereare many As and Conftitutions of this Kirk ; 'as' hath 
how often:ſhewed, expreſſety condemningithcſe Relolurionszi und 
ordaining and appointing Miniſters under the pain 6fcenſures., not 
to be ſilent, bur tobear teſtimony againſt the ſame,” as wiil appeat 
to 3ny who ſhall be at the pains to read the Aﬀts, Warningd-!and 
Declarations of Afemblyes, - c ſpecially fince 'the late Reformation 
What their clemencie was in the exerciſe of that preſumed-power, 
is holden forth in the Anſwer to the Viadication of the Aﬀembly 
at St. Audrewes and Dwndee , in which is ſhewed from their. own 
Records,that-rhey did not only cmit and ſerid abroad Wartirgis to 
be read amonpſt the People, 'wherein they did/ apply moſt of the 
Characters of the old Malignants to ſuch as were unſatisfied withy 
and did bear teſtimony againſt thefe Reſolutions ; bur alſo did de» 


 clarerhem to deſerve cenſure.by-the Civilt Magiſtrate, and Rirred 


up the Magiſtratoro infli@tthar deſerved Echſwre;/ and;:made!! Aﬀts 
and ſent roall che Presbyrerics, requifing and gppointing! chemo 
cenſure che oppoſers of theſe Reſolucions within their bounds; 
and as to.the citing theat vo the Generall Aſſembly, leſt their owa 
Kr kr" rr have proceeded agawft them.” -Þ: confeſſe it 
would almolt ſtir a patient ſpirit tohear ſuck: chiagy afſereeds:v IF 
they did:not intend that Presbyteries (hvuld cenſure theth 3 why 
did they long before:that time make ai AR; and ſendit xo Prevby+ 
reries,requiring and appointing-rhem-ro cenſure chemwithourany 
limitation of the'ecnſure, as tothe point of ſeveritie- i235 Wabrhert 
ſo much as a title'of rhat-reafori in thelz:AQ; for” farnmoning of 
them to the Aflembly, or for forbearihg to procee&'mithe Propefies 
of any whom they were begun to proceiſe. © 5 : It is morendtour- 
ly known,then can be gotten warcantably denied, That (that cicati 
on was not in order to tharend , butithat they might: be ſecluded 
from being Commiſſioners to the Aﬀembly, 'or ſitting theicins as 
Judges of the Publick Reſolutions. 4. Thereavere but _ P ef- 

| vyrerice 


6646466] 
byteries)who-had thenrome thar tedigeh, :as torprocted toany cens? 
ſure agaiuſt:luch ; atidicmatry Prexbyrtiecavcre of: the .judgment,: 
tharJuch a9 xyere for the PublickiRi:iolucors;: deſerved wo be cen<! 
faccd,and mas rhe. appoters of rthde Reſolurions;yerxhiat Order far 
citation was dſebrtoaliiherP ebporivies it e+:Land-)'v5- The cure 
ſcemes 25 Evil: i£;0r worle then the diſeate;to cite them before che 
Aﬀcmbly; «ves £9 purithem onthe Stage before:the Supreme and 
muZ+tbſick Judicatory in the Land i,-as gmlty and worthy tobe 
ceaſbrod iniules moſtiPabl:ck whyfrhey eoutd expecbnoriung bul 
ſeverjtte of cheirPresbyrerics; -irrmayy; dfaybcty.cheyad many of 
the Game mod with themſelves, (-yca,un many: che pluralicy was of 
their qudgment_ ,) wha could they expect inthe Afſembly ', from 
whidh almoſt all ſych,wete 'excluded: by the Tetrer and Ad of the 
Commillion/pxghmiting Bleions, + The {Aſſemblies . proceedings 
did-make-itnianifeſt what oourcefiethey found there, fome of them 
being actually cenſured v ich Suſpenſion:z. and others with Depoſt- 
tion;and:a foypdation; laid; & As made for cenfuring all of thems 
6; It ivas fiyange that. they th 2uld be cired tothe Afkemably: ro.rc2 
£ive ſatisfacion;: when the Allembly had avt yet concluded, that 
what they did-hold,was wrong), -and eptitrary co truth-and ſoubd 
doctrine ;. fare the: Commillion having no former Ac of apy for: 
mer:Afemblyapproving of the(e;Reſolytions, as. is.acknowledged 
by2.th& Author of that. Vipdiesrionn,;] they did fiſh too fan before 
thang citgmen tobe Aſſembly, toreceive ſatisfaction, there- 
agents: This favours roo mych:bf pains taken; and eadexyours uied, 
to prelimit;rhe Afﬀenibly,and model inaftgritheiroown mind- That 
fonje:did proteſt againſhche apþrovingre Wy a Procetdings:of he 

CommitGibs efchb Kirkjbeforeghe Alembly did rifakeany. Akt ra- 
- rifying the:fame 3-was not. from-any|unwillihgneſle, tochave. their 
progecdivgsittyed byuhe ronch-ſtone of che. YVord,!'jor (to; receive 

ight from-anygracious & godly in:chat Negting but upop perſwa- 

io6thapthelcRofſolutions were cgnerary, tecke Word and that.the 
Kar greatarifate of ge Members of that Meedriphid upon the mat- 
28tgove vey farco declaroyhemfelves as to the approving of their 
. things before the tryall, of: rhem, becauſe it being objeRed agaiz. fi 
heſe Members of che Aſambly ,: who were Members'of the Conz- 
{million Fharicheyrang cadyadion 2.59urle of defeRion,and.jt be- 
-ing offered tg verifie tha ſame, :and chereupon' defired) rhat' theſe 
Commullioners: might nor be admitted $9 fit as Membersin the Aſ- 
ETGe] ſembly, 


OB Re... Ah 
ſer Bly. that mitrer were ivyed;,-iewas reftiſed, 'and? morgyiths;! 
ſea ing of -the exception timeoutly propounded -3nd-offtted tobe? 
inftructed;: they werebefore che raking tryall:thereofj allowed to. 
fir, Which was mie &bro tejecbrhevenceptiony enher as irdelevane; 
i Lav oras falle mfadt,and tore dppt ove therii beForcieryally yeay; 
they hte.admitted to firgs Judges 16 their own catrſe ;; © for' "the: 
Proteſtirion beivg;particularly founded: or the ſirfulneſs and un- 
warrantablenefs of rheir proceedings; yerithey were allowed £0 fit) 
23/Judpis, atidto condenine theProteflacienasdefiryRiverro rhe: 
Governfnertand:Liberpes ofthis Kirk '; 'andcenfurable with: che! 
higheſt cenſure:thereaf- Uponrhen23 of i7xly TE51.) notwiths! 
ſtanding their proccedings were not approven' til] the. day: after, 
which was the 24+ #775! biz 207200 22 long tA 3 ton fbg 
- Phstochers of them:ddabſolurebpdechinethe anthoritrof xiir 
Aſſembly,and proteſt apailiſt ir agnv1l]; was.# practice thit hachma=" 
ny commendable'and pra'fe-worthy parattels in'chis Church ; and 
therefore they do ſpeak more from thei own-ſpir:t, 'then-from the! 
ſpirit of xfiuch, who.cty-ovg;thar it harkino paralel,, but thaxiof rhe 
perfidious Prelats. ' - Th&Dceclivarvurs of the-Fretir? againſtarhe 
Aſſembly at G/a/gow 1638. as any who pleaſeth to read the: ſame 
. will find, that it doth ſtrike at the root. of Presbyceriall Govern-; 
ment-and: General: Aſſemblies , in regard of the'eſfentials of theis; 
conſtitutions but the Proveftatian dorb acknowtrupe ant} plchU;fott 
the Government,” and:for the due liberty'and freedom 4nd [tghr 
conſtitution-of 'Aﬀemblics , according ro: the ruſe of -the' Word of 
God,i1 Ads of this Kirk ., and dcth only bear teſtimony againſt, 
and'decline that Aiſenibly, becauſe of oawarrar cabletpraticmilinweT 
the Elkins; admitting)of perſons under teandatl:before tryimgof 
them ; admitring'of the fame men to be boch Jadges!b:d Parties: 
want of freoaccetſe and receſſe'', abſence of many" Commitlioners;: 
want of freedom in voicing;: denying to hear what was: offered for, 
holding forth of lighr, whereby:ir appears that theres little conſeik: 
enceand ingenuitic;and teffe charity ir inaking of that parallds But 
the Hiſtory and\Atts of out Churet-doi furniſh; us-+many:quld:and 
true paralſelsof this practice in che carriage -of:thefairhtull witneſs 
' ſes of our Bordjin-our own and our fachers dayes-, who'have ood: 
to *plexd for --the- DoAtme, Govetomenr; MWhrihipzhd Difclo 
pline of cliis-KirksT (hall onely mamenfew: Fifi is inthe van 
_ F595 at which eime the Commilligaers of che Generall Afdembly 
wh | having 
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having contrary to dhoeraſtcoinmaeet t9 them-im theſe 1ntervalls 


berwnxr Aficmblics, peritionc »nd: obtained frem-the King and. Ex. 


ſtares of the Kingdom!', that Miniſter s(hould-it in; Parliament as 


the chit fiftare - (which was: the foundatian; of owr-Peclgcic) ;their, 
pooceedingwin that Petition,) and the:thingy:relating; ther5to,being 
approven in-the Atſembly by the prevailing; influence of the Kings 
and theſe Commilſlioners,not withſtanding of che reaſons propoun= 
ded 9gainkt the 1ame by:Jundry of the Miniſterie, M. Foly, Davides 
2 ok worthy and prove Mibiter bfthis Cbureb p jriducd with rhe 
ſpific of Propticcic in many things,and:as 200: prelaticall y. and tru- 
ly. tender of Presbyrerial] Governmcnt,and of the authoricic of At- 
ſcmblics,ss any this Church hath broughe fartb, did ſolemnly pro- 


_ teſt agaioſt chat Afſembly, as not free and lawfull.;;-to:which, Pro» 


eftkrion; Mr. David Ca(dsrwodda: ſ[thenubas maintainer of the Go- 
vernment'of this Church,and a'tonſtant adverſary: to Prelars, & an 
unſuſpe& witnes1 this preſent edntroverſie;declareth in hisSto: y, 
his own:adberence & the adherence. of many of the moſt Hneere Pa- 
ſtors:and Profeflors,of this;Kirkzas fecivg the beginning,and jfcaring 
the :gtouck-of thardefettion. Likeas he did often from-chat; experi- 
ence,exprefie his fears, and thereupen his opinion againſt putting 
too much power jn the hands of a Comnuſſion,and prognoſticated 
2 defe@ion to-cnſue thereupon, wheoſoover the King andthe Court 


 ſhauidhave influiericeupon che leading! men thereof! , concerning 


which he bath:not been-miſtaken. - 2. Did not many worthic-Pa- 


| tors and Profefors of this Church, proteſt againſt the.corrupt Aſ- 


ſemblies,: anowled bythe Aſſembly at Gls/gew', ſundry of which 


farwitz.: ketour Predecefſours Supplications,Realans, Admonitis: 


ons , Proteſtations prefented tothe Parliament 1617:a0d 1621, be 
conftdered,wherein they aſſert the Aſſemblies then coneroverred,to 
bewnlawfully conflituted , and to be: but-. pretended: Aﬀrmblirs, 


though 00 auchoriry had-declared the ſame/:See alſo 'the: Obſer-: 


vatibos Printed:1635 with theigrievahices given in by the Miniſters 
to the Parliament 1633, It is here well ſaid, thatihe /afety of Re- 
ligion dependetb net xpen Afemblits of What[omever kind, 61 up< 
dz the lgber ty of free: and reght conflizute Aſſemblies, at 3n the, 
GCemmenWeel , : be were not.to he thought a faithful Palxiet who 


weuld niet ſtand as mach for the liberty of a Pariiemeiit as hy own 


poſeſrions, becanſe the ſafctic of all ether lihertiasflavdeth in the 
| preſere 
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vation of that wain-Liberty:'''3- did not theſe whole ſpirits 
thecLord| ſtirred up to appear againſt 'the'Prelares; and roſct on 
foor the Work off Reformation the year #6 87: 'expreſſy*declare' 
theiragherencerto/all:theſe Proteftations/Thade by! their Fathers 
arut:'Predeceſsorsy derlaring thenullity'of theſe corrupt Aſlemblics, 
and thereby eſtab! ſhing the' Declinatours againſt the ſame-before- 
the Aſſembly-at Gla/gew, which praftice was'as ſtrangely looked? 
upon; and 33 muth ſpoken againſt then; 4$ the.practite=sf the Prev! 
tr: ſters inthe yrarT65T» 45 Obt National FEaVetinnt doth borh: 
mention and atlow theſe Proteſtations againſt that whole courſe 6Ff 
DefcRion; whence it appears that that- praticeat Drndee hath 
many,both very worthy Precederts and-Paralſels; 3nd that to pro-! 
reſt againſt 'corrupt 'Aﬀſemblies (Hith!a5 that wis 9: hattibetn fo, 
far from (being looked iupon: by * diſcerdiog' Faithfull 2nd gotlly* 
men ih this Kirk, as the rhrowrag d- ww of che hedge of Diſerpline, 
and making way for every beaſt' of the forreſft ts break:in, as this 
Reviewer alleadgeth, : that they have vſed it as bne-of rhtbeſF 
means for preveuting and renedying' of theſe evils , #ndf0 it is ins? 
deed;berauſeas it is well obſerved), andi truly Aﬀerted tn the great? 
Ac of the Afſembiy, concerning 'the bygone'evils of this Church, 
and -the Remedies thercof, that the keeeping or! authori-' 
zing of. corrupt General} Afſemblies' bath been' one ofthie tnitin* 
caujes' of our" evils-3 ' by theſe it- was that the Prefares;* :apt- 
all the train of ſuperſtitious Ceremonies did-- enter,''and' ha- © 
ving had ſuch worthy - precedents , in oppoſing of ſvch and” 
ſuch dooiful and dear bought experiences of the wrong they have” 
done to this poor Church, there 3s che greater reaſori'to take: heed: 
to-ſtarid.faſt in the liberty wherewithC# K2 5ST har made us free; 
and not to be again entangled with the yoke of botdage of corrupt 
Afemblics. * 7! OB OJ LfOQ 2.712 

| Tris added,that the grounds of that Proteſfation atSt. Andrews! 
are frivelens and: falſe; and ſuch as makes the Authority of 'all* 
the Aſſemblies of this Kirk ſince the begun Reformation'to be cal- 
led into queſtion upon the (ame' or the like pretences,. and for ma= 
king out this ,- the Author of this Refutation remits his Readers: 
to a piece, Intituled, A Vindication of the late Generall Afſembly:. 
which be deth here comment as modeſt, ſolide;'\andijudiciens, atid 
afteryards, as a plece nor yet anſverea , 06 oafily anſWetubler? TE 
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wete a great deal more oanrincing and commendable to deman«»: 
ſtrace the grounds of chat! Proceltation- to be File and: frivolous 
then to call chem fo ,-and,dq na; more ; That. Vindication , bath 
ind-ed in ir.more. modeſty, and, fohdity and? judgement and neryes: 
then this Refytation and Review; -as we acktowledge xd -fforence: 
berwixt che, mgn from whom theſe! proceeded, ſo alſo berwixt. 
their, writings, yer if even indifferctt men be.not-miſtaken, it wants 
much of chat-modeſt,, that, had beenſuirable;>and that ſoldiry and. 
Judgmenrc'and nervesa7e inſt; ;Asto the Vandicating of the free-; 
dome and a:1choriry, of that Ailembly, and ſh-wing the frivolouſ- 
neil: and falſhood of the; grounds of the Protefſtation againſt che 
ſame,may appear by reading and. pondering of the Review of that 
Vurdicat;on,; in which the ſtrengeh and cruch of the grounds of the- 
Protcſtacion/are convii.cing!ly.eftablſhed and. cleaved , and the ma- + 
ny great miſtakes of the Author of that Vindication, both ia mat- 
ters of judgement and matters of faRare diſcovered, and the Pros. 
teſters calcd of rhe burden of many. heavy things laid upon 
then. ..I,might ſay more for. chat Review , but it needeth not my 
commendatiqn :, I ſuppoſe it ſhal not want that from Adverſarics. 
As to that which this Refuter ſaith of the 4svels deſign of arviſien; 
I ſhall cafi y grant that diviſion amongſt Brethren is an evi'l thing, 
in. which che diycll.hath indeed a deſign, and an ative hand, but. 
that ſub le. ferpent ſemetimes gains by Union as wel as by diviſion, 
an1 therefore is Saran as loath to be divided againſt Satan as he is 


 drſireaus to divid: the Children of God amongſt themſelves, and 


when he gets a multitude going ina wrong way , he can as much 
plead fox Union and:Beace, andagainſt diviſion/as any. , Avit hath; 
been the grief of the ;Prorefters/ ſouls to ſee their Brethren/divide; 
from their fo: mer. good and ſound Principles , ſo did they, and do - 
ho!d themſelvs bound to adhere and cleave thereto, thoughnever ſo- 
many ſhould foriake them therein,and cry out upon them becauſe 
they wil not follow multitude to do evil. Thereisin the ſame place. 
a deſpightfu.l cxageration of the giving in, and publiſhing of the 
Proteſtation agaioſt che laſt Aſſembly at Edinburgh, as an Al of. 
Satans in which he did add violence ro deſpight , &c. It is not 
200d to meet reproach with reproach; I ſhall onely ſay that what 
the Proteſters. did therein, . they did it with ſad hearts, and nor till - 
a neceſſity of duty did conſtrain them.there«nto, becauſe of a _ 
- W11ILU 


{SS 
A ate! toanineftn 21905001 is 359 F130 631 L500 als nplltty. 
' wilfall and peremptory refuſall of any Conference in order tg Unt- 
0h and peace, "before the aſſuming of rhe power of an Aſſembly, 
©notwithftanding, that, the. ſame was, moſt earneſtly deltied, .agd 
"much preſſed þ ox onch by.che Proteſters themſelves, but alſo by 
"ſome of the moft judicious godly and eminent, men of that Mzering, 
and after that it was clearly holden forth to have been agreeable to 
"the practiſe of former Aſſemblies, and that it could have brovghr 
no apparerit prejudice to the caule of theſe who were moſt zealous 
for the ſittinz of the Aﬀembly, rnlcfle it was to have put. thein to 
the charges of ftayirg ſome tew dayes. longer in the Toxyn. Ir is 
well he acknowledgrs that ir mas done by men Who were eminent 
in our Ajſemblies, It ſeems when a teſtimony to their eminency 
in Aﬀemblies can,contribure for the '29s avation of the ſuppoſed 
eff:nce, his-heart can give it uat© them, bit when the denying can 
take for weakewng their cauſe he ca'1 fugiouſly depreite chem, 
"and ſtudy fo far to underval ue chem, as that men ſhould accompe 
them nothing, as'he. doth in th- 12: page of his Pamphlee. Ir. is 
indeed true, char nor a fery «f cheſe who had hand in{thar Proteſta- 
"tion-have been in our Aiſemblies, and npon the accoinpr of this 
mercy 'among others, they did hold themf. lves che more boand to 
plead for the'freedome of atſemblies, and co bear teſtimony xgainft 
the corrupt ones at Sr. Andrews and Eamburgh, Thar it was 
*done inthe Cit) of our ſolemnitice, and in the face of the eAſſem- 
bly, was beca f ' whee the circaſe is, thither wilf the Eagles 
reſort ; the treipafle. was there , and ſo 'bchoved the, rſt» 
mony be there alſo. Thar it. was pur to the Prefle albeit T ſee not 
- the faulr'in ſo doing, they againſt whom it was given in, tiaving 
' now conſtitured chemiclves, and being , ſirt'ng opevly and avow- 
ed'y in an Afſemb!y,. yet | am confidert the E'was no refolutian'ta- 
Ken, nor order given by the Mecting of the Proteſters for ſo doing; 
Bur private Copics were taken, and who. was obliged to hinder 
ſuch as pleaſed to canſe print it; when ſome of the number heard 
that 't was in Printing, they defired and endeavoured that it.might 
be ſtopped, till they ſhould ſee the iflue of the conference., that 
then was berwixe ſome few of both ſides ; the Copies were not 
publiſhed rill che next day after,that conference was broken off, and 
bulineſs as to thar rime rendered in all app-arance hopeleſs as to 
an agreement, becauſe the Aſſembly had now paſſed an AR for ra- 
.E2 tifying 


—— — ——— ——————— 3s) 

ifying the proccedin 5 of the Commiſſioners appointed by the Aſ- 
hs at » 02 hich ia include the Publick Refollinns hp 
;h4d alio ſignified what, lengch they meaned to go inorder.ca.che 
diff. tences berwixt us and ther, which, Was onely tarake cenſyres 
lr Ni Brechren who had been cenſutedby the Aﬀembly ar Dan- 
*Yee.becaulſe of their Frotelting, ind to declare rhar A hs involved 
"therein, and 4 the Proteſtation' againſt che Aﬀembly at _Ediy- 
bargh ſhould not becenſured, providing that they would judicia]- 
ly ynder,, cheir” hands' paſſe: from theſe Proteſtacions, and. cygage 
_themſelver,co forbear medlirg in the groudds' o Fe [IONEE 
by Preaching, Writing, or otherwile , which did import a ftand- 
ing of all thelc As at'D«nace concerning the Publick Reſolutions, 
and the oppolers of che ſame, and a paſsing trom, and.revoking of 
all che Teltimonics's yen 9gainſt the Lands backſliding, and aneg» 
' gagement ro fobear for ever hereafter ; ro ſay char Kirk or Space 
' had ſinned in theſe Reſolurions,and theſe were the howels of Chri- 


? 


ff14n Condeſcendence, of which this Member gf that Aſſembly at 
Edinburgh ſpeaks, the ſum whereof is a pardon ypon Repenrance, 


: x 
«aL it23t 


.95, rather an hire uponComplatice,a forchearing ts off & zad pey- 
ſecute any wore, providirg that we will abandone the Truth, and 
-call good cvill, andevill good; bur'we dare not be acceſſory ro che 
receiving ſuch wages of unrighteouſnell-, Jer ys rather ſufter. then 
fin, and Jye Ungers or be put unger cenſures with a gapd Conſci- 
ence , then be freed tipm therh with an evill conſejeqce, |... | 

© I hayenow anſwered what is faid;againſt the Proteſters, in that 
. Declaration of the.pretended Afﬀem>ly Al Durdee, W hich this Re- 


viewer and Refuter me. Conn ich ſogicat commendacion-and 


5 63, Q.ea VL 3: 12 1 i 55 $F{ . LLALITMLSE 4 5 
pple 3 Andſccing thele who have d-clined from gb- ir former 


rinciples, have made't their work ro endeavour ro di {cover.ſteps 
of def-Ction in thoſe who have wnitefſed and proteſted againſt the 
| Defeftion that hath been io this Lind ; which was-the uſual way 
; of the P.clats againſt Noo-conformilts in former times. I ſhall, for 
. makin? A Clear diſcovery, go nearer to the ſprigg-head .and.riſc:of 
_ onr d'ffcrences, then-this Reviewer and his fricyqs of the,preten - 
ded Aiſembly have done, -who would ſhroud themſclyvcs in ſome 
articylar windings and curnings of at.irs, , by which they would 
CE PS oO Wes ; Dit chey keep, agroar Ailkagee, from 
_the folurain ang beginiog'08 our dvaons, and are loch $0 Famer 
, | x er 
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| ber, where.we were once, and wherefore we parted : Therefore I 
ſh4ll ſhortly ſer forth ſome few ſteps of the. late DefeQion and de- 
. Clinings from our former principles, and let indiffereve men jJadg* 
who have been.the Authqrs., and arc to this day the Abcttcrs 
"thereof. Since the tyne that the Lord b: gan a work of R:forma- 
tion, inthe year 1637+ there hath been..a conſtant. harmony a- 
- moneſt the Lords People, and in all Proceedings, Declarations,and 
Publick Afings of State and Kirk,gr.at,unanijmity againſt the Ma- 
. lignant party and their Intereſts ; And though in the year 1648. 
; the Stare declined, yet ch= Kirk, nd body of zealous Profeflors in 
| the Land, remained ſtedfait in'thar principles ; and after the defeat 
of the Forces that went into Exg/and, the whole Land did for 
their further confirmation 10 the Lords wayes, enter into a.ſolemn 
Acknowledgment of fins, and Engagement to duties, at the renew- 
ing of the Covenant, which was about the end of that year. In 
- the year-1649. there was great concord betwixt Kirk” and Statc, 
. both adhering to th ir Principles, and the Lord wonderfully bleſſed 
. their Ceuncels and Forces ; as. alſo inthe begining, of th year 
1650+, And whatever ſecret ynder-hand dealings there were for 
the promort:ng the Malignant Incerelt and ConyunQtion with that 
party, yet it was litele known to the far greater part in Judicato- 
. ries of State and.Kirk, who (I am-confident). went on jin the (im- 
. phicity, of their hears in their proceedings, ftudioully, defirous.to a- 
void'che ſplitting on:the: rock of Malignancy, 'aſwel. as the rock 

on the other hand.s EC ia mT 
The fir.t viſivle ſtep of declining that was tak*n notice of by 
the g-nera}ity;of zealous Profeflors in the Land ,, was that tranſ- 
aRivn made at Bredeb with the King , by the Commillioners of 
' State and Kirk,» xpreficly contrary to their Inſtructions: and not- 
withſtand:ug both State and Kirk did unanimouſly ilignifie their 
great diſ-ſatisfaction therewith, and declared againſt the faid a- 
. greement in mary*particulars , eſpecially in reterence to Malig- 
nant Intereſts and deſignes,and conjuaRion with that Party ; all 
which was made known to the {aid Commitlkoners by Le«crs 
and Declarations from State and Kirk, which were del;vercd nn- 
,;to them beforethe Kings coming from Holland , yet without ſo 
.- much as acquainting the King therewith, they broughe him on 
";\hipboard,and alongs with him, the chict of the Scottiſh and E1- 
#vGut oli(h 
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g)iſh Malignants, known enemies to the Cauſe and Work of Re= 

formation. ( Irfo ro! charge all the Commiſſioners as equ31] 
ſhirers in the guilt of that fat tranſation, for which the Land 
{uff reth and lamenteth to this oay, T know that fuch of t hernias 
he1lea't hand th. rew, have been moſt ready to'acknowledge 
thei cfferice ; and that theſe vw ho were moſt guilty, culian3 for 
their own juflification , which aggrayates their ſin both before 
God and men) as to that which was done afierward;ſad experi- 
ence hath'taught us, that it was bit a, pitifullafrer- game th:y 
made in their ſecona Treaty, while che King was at $1, 1m:::edj- 
at!y before his lavding in Scer/and, ard it was fo far from being a 
rewedie, as it hath proved an 1a-let to further tranſgreſhon aud 

miſcry. AE IN | 

« The ſecond ſtep of d:fetion was, That theſe Commifioners 
whenthey were come home, being deſirous to majatain their 
own credit, dealt not faithfally in giving a true accompr of their 
proccedings to the Parliament and Generall Afembly,' bur con- 
cealed many things of conſequence, and ſmoothed and varniſhed 
their report of Proceedings with fair gencralls, wh-reby both the 
Parliament and Generall Aſi-wbly were deccived, and induced 
to allow and ratifie the'r Proceedings, x4: 0 
| Thethird ſtep was, That when after Dambargthe Kiog had pi- 
yenComnillion to the Malignant Per y to iſe in Arms, and' upon 
their riſing hal deſerted the Cotincels of Setate'ani Kirk, and gone 
away to joyn with thai Party, the State did ſend for the King,and 
forthwith adwit him to have the chicf hand and Government in 
all their Councels and managing of Aﬀiirs , from which upon 
weighty confiderarions he had been ſtill debarred former'y by the 
Sate,upon advice w th the Kirk,and not many dayes after his re- 
turn,matters were fo conveyed,' as an agreement was made with 
thoſe wicked and bloudy revells; and not onely ther preſent re- 
bcllion and band into which they hac&entered among themſelves, 
but all thei” forwer tranſgreiſions were paſſed over by the State, 
and in that tranſaction alto, there was x founc -cion laid for 1m- 
ployment of them in places of truſt. Ttis true, that the Commil- 
ſion of theChurch cave ſome teftimony againſt theſe proccedings, 
the confſciences of diverſe of that Mecting being then oftended 
with fo groſſe decliuing, but afterward through the great 
opPe= 


oppoſition-'they 'met with' , were much blunted. - 

The fourth ſtep was, That as the Kirk and State began to grow 
in ther favour and reſpets towards the Mal;:gnant Par y , this 
new friendſhip begat an alienation of their hearts from honeſt 
and taithfall men who gave teſtimovy againſt theſe corruptions ; 
for uſually conjun&ion with Gods enemies is attended with per- 
ſecution of his friends ; and therefore the Weſtzrn Forces being 
diſlipated, and great hopes conceived of the affiſtance of the Ma- 
lignavt Party, -both State and Kirk did condemne the T-i|timoiy 
given by the Gentlemen, Otficers,and Miniſters in the Weſt, in 
their Remonltrance to the Committee of Eſtates ; notw:thitan- 
ing that in = Mceting of the Commiſlion of the Kirk 3t Srertsne, 
thatRemonſtrance was cleared and v n1icatcd, and a}l obje&t- 
ons againſt it were ſo tully anſwered by Meinbers of the Co:a- 


miſtion,zs the chuf oppotites thercof, had no more to ſry againlt 


it,out were ſilent; notwithliandiog alſo that ſo;ne of the Gentle- 
wen gave in « Supplication to the Commilſlion, wherein thry de- 
ſired, that before any-cenſures paſled thereupon, theſe that were 
concerned therein might be allowed a duc hearing, and that « 
conyenicnt diet might be appointed. , at which they were very 
hopefull to remove all miſlakes,and clear it from all fioiſter inter- 
pretations. 

The fifth ſtep was, That ſome leading men of the Commiition 
did conveen ex raardinarily;a ſmatl nnamber of che Commiflion of 
the Kirk,few above a 2uoram, to make an anſwer tothe Parlia- 
ments 2s2re, viz.W hat perions ought co be imployed in Arms 
for defcnce of : he Kingdom , and {lighted ſending of timeous ad- 


vertiſement to ſuch as they k1ew would oppoſe their defigne of . 


brioging in the Malignant Party, tobe Guardians of the Caule and 
Ki:gdom,wh ch formerly they had endeavoured to deſtroy, and 
with great haſte and prectpication , concluded an anſwer to that 
Dnere , andiaid a foundation for preſent conjunFion with the 
Malignant Party,contrary to the Word of God, and to the Cove- 
nant , and to our known principles clearly exprefled in Acts and 
Declarations of this Kirk. 


They did not reft h:re,but in the ſixth place th-y put forth ex-. 


hortations and Warnings, wherein they threatned all th-ſe wha 


arc unſatisfied with , or do oppoſe the Publick Reſolutions w_ h 
punLin= 
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and Eccl fieſtick-, reſpeRively; -Y-2; thiy proceed farther,co #p- 
ply againſt ſuch the CharaQters of Milig'12nts, and to ſtir up the 
Civili Mogiltrate agar ft them, and Pre» bytcries to cetiſure then, 
and the Act whickh'the Commiſtiorn had 'maie for referring the 
Malignarits that had rite) in Arm+e the next Generall Aﬀembly: 
and in the mcan While futlpending them from the Sacrament, was 
by themſelves revoked , and in their ſtead faithful Miniſters (of 
unqueſtioned integrity, who were unſativfed ih conſcience with! 
ſuci Malignant proceedings , were appointed tobetired to the 
Aſl-mt ly. | | 

Neither was all this enovgh , but in the ſeventh place there 


puniſhments and cenſutes ts be inflicted by Judicatories,  Civill- 


, 


muſt be yet « nearer and full conjun@ion with't he Malignant Par» ' 


ty, they were already- advanced /to chief places of truſt in the 


Arwy; but the Adts of Claſſes made'sgainſt James Grahame late ' 


Earl of Aſfonrro/e his bloody Compllices and Aﬀeciats,mvft be re- - 


pealed and broken,and the Malignant Party advanced tothe chic 
places of triſt in the Land,Cavill as well as M:btary; and in«f R, 
to have the whole tway in Court, Parliament and'Army- In this 
both Kirk and State did concurre. Tt is true, that the Commiſſion 
of the Kirk did in that tranſaRion,require a Band ef Lawborrows 
to be taken of the Malignants before their admiffion to fit jn Par- 
liament,obliging them net to endeavour the repealing former AAs 
made for Religion , and that thty ſhould not reverge themſclves 
upon avy for oppoſing” or cenſuring them for their Malignant 
courſes; but all the former Bands given by them for keeping the 
peace, were diſcharged,and ail the penalties of them; and now all 


the certification and-pajn required in caſe they ſhovld fail , was, * 


that they ſhould be'declated Malignants, and loſe their places ; n 
pretty fancic indeed to declare them Malignants. And who ſhould | 
declare it ? The Actof Parliament faith, It mult be fir found by 
the Parliament,Committees cf Eſtates, or Kings Privy Ceuncell, 
that they have contraveened this Band: y/ avid the far greateft part 
of them were known Malignants in'all their wayes, No ſconer 
was the MalignantParty admitted to Parliament,bnr forthwith all 
who would not concur for promoting the Publ:ck Reſulutions, 
were declared Enemies, thc ir perſons ordained to be impriſened, 
2nd their eftates confiſcated, and jn this they anſwered the expe- ' 
/ | Ration 
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ation of the Commiſſion of the Kirk ,publiſhed,in their Warning - 


k 


ment werld beinfirtied by the Crus Magiftrato. 


- 


the enſuing Generall Afembly , by laying a foundation for debar= 
ridg-all ſuch as had oppoſed their Reſolutions (which the Author 


of the Vindication ſo much cryed up in this Pamphiler grants to be- 


contraver(s juris , and that tney havenorfor their warrant the 
preſident and practice of apy former, Aflembly }and fox conſtituting 

the Allembly of mep that were of their judgment, and had practi» 
ſed theſe Novations by them introduced, which :s a preparative of 
ſo dangerous conſequence, rhat-being adovered; we cannot expect 

hereafter right conſtitured Attemblies , nor loox that the purity. 
and, power of Religion ſhall þe long conrigued among us ; but the : 
ſubordinar Judicatory being- perm. ced in the--Intervall-, beewixe 
Aſlemblies,to make rules for conſtituting the eniuing Generall Al- 

ſembly,wc may ere long ve led back to Frelacy and Popery. 

The ninth ſtep is , Thar election of Commititoners being made 
oenerally in Pres2yterigs according to: theſe prelimjtations,and they: 
beipg met at St. Andres; did refule the peaceable Overture made: 
to them by theſe orethrea who were unſatisfied with the Publick 
Reſolutions,d1d admit perſons under ſcandall,to fit as Judges, after 
exception made publickly againſt chem ; yea, did admit them ro be: 
both Judges and Party,and. did according to the dcfigned prelimitas 
tion, exclude faithfull and-godly men, for their opofition to the 
Publick Reſolutions; all which and much more is fully cleared in 
the Review of the Vindication of that Aiſembly. 

The teoth ſtep is, Thar the ſaid pretended Afﬀembly thus core 
ruptly conſt:tuted, did ratifie and approve all the Publick-Reſoluth- 
ons, centure godly and faithfall Miniſters ſor their witneſſing a- 
o4inſt theſe corruptions, and enatt againſt the generality of zealous 
Profeſlors within the Land, that all who did oppoſe, or after con- 
ference did not acquieſce in their determinations, ſhould be procee- 
ded againſt with the cenſures of the Kirk, and the Commiſſion of 
that Aſſembly mer at Forfar 22 Augeſt did in their printed War* 
ning,denounec the heavy cxrſe of Ged againſt all that did not con- 

F cur 


Maxch-165 ts, whereinthey, forctold, that no deubr cxpil puny for, 


The cighr ſtep was, That the Commiſſion of che Kirk, a RL; | 
nate. Judicatorie, limited in thex proceedings to the Aﬀts of former: 
General! Atlemalies,91d-rake upen them to prehmit the elections of 
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cur intheir Publick Refolutions, and appoint the ſame to be read'in - 
all Congregations on the Lords day, which if'well conffdered; 1+ 
ſuppoſe may be a parallel ro the tyranny ail uſurperion of the Pre-' 
lars, and in ſome reſpeds above ch-ſame'; for they did not in joyn 
the practice of the five Articks of Pertb,under pain of cenſures and 
curſes for diverſe years after they were concluded in that preten= 
ded Aflembly. ; | . 4-3 2 oh. 
'I-ſhall now proceed'in anſwering this Reviewer, who hath col-! 
leted the ſumme of the Ooſervations made in their Aiembly up- 
on their reading of the Proteſtation , and hath bo rowed ſome' 
things from the Author of the Vindication, Befde theſe, I finde: 
nothing in him bur frothy words and reproaches. He ſaith, he wt! 
paſſe the Repreſentation , and allo Wave the Propoſitions, becauſe 
fatisfaltorily anſwered by the Aſsembly -; wherein he is greatly 
miltaken,for diverſe of them are not anſwered ar all, and others of 
them only with equivocations,for wh'ch let this one inſtance ſerve 
for the prele::t; to wit, becauſe we conceive their late proceedings- 
relating to the Publick Reſolutions, have obſtructed and ſhaken the 
Work of Reformation, we delired'that they would give aſlurance 
thar they a>prove of the Acts of uncontraverted Aflembvlies,concer- 
ning receiving of Penitents. In rheir anſwer they leave-outthe word 
gncontraveried and fo include their late Aſſemblies Acts, which are 
the things we complain of. As for the Repreſcntation, he ſhould 
have conſidered what himſclf faith in that ſame page, -rhat in ſome 
caſes a Proteſtation is lawfull ; how can he then judge this Prote- 
fron unlawfull ,, which is grounded:upon the refuſall of - rhe juſt 
delires made in that Repr: ſcatation without conſidering the ſaine; 
bur he.may nct ſtay, therefore he makes lonz ſteps that he- ma 
come ſoon at the Proteſtation, his words are theſe, / halGoawillin 
grapple with rhew 5n thiir arſenal of the Proteſtation 5t-ſelf, yet 
farrily glanceing onely at ſome principall things, . 


Luid dignum tanto tmlit bic promiſcor hiatn. 


I ſhall not trouble my felf with his vain boaſtings, but proceed to 
try what ſtrength is in his Argumeats, 
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T 7X T Here ] begin with the Title. A Prot:ſtation which 
\ _ \/ | was gaven 3n againſt the! Supream Kepreſentative 
SB at of this Kirk,..Althong h: 1 de nor-deny but that Ge- 
;nerall, A embires, many crre.,. and the: Godly be ſo put to 34 as 20 

have no r: medy (eſt. them in Law butts proeeft. , yet except the 
| caie be clear and. [mre, this conrſe exe of the brg heſt contempt; 
of Ecclefiaſtich, Authority; The loft refuge for remiving of [can- 

dais, being: Hats 18, 17+; Tell; the - Chyreh' ; , after which 
wotbing. remajnerh,bus it he neghect re hear the Chure h let ime 

25 n Heathen or a Publican; / 17ſt Wharfer ver glo/4es archery pac 

8» the Words, there is no difference beiwixt our Brethren ana us 

about the Expoſition of them; and: hence:appearrth the equity of 

thas AG andprattiice of our Aſsemblies,,'1nflitting the hig heff 

Cen/wres 0n ſuch,and reaſon, fppnce they in he higheſt meaſure ne- 
gleit to hear the ( burch , neither 15 there now any ulterior, or 
ſmperior fudicatery to go tc: But what if ſhe «x n5t,and whether fue 

do.or not,Wherein bave theſe men ficWen their reſpetf te tbeir Mo- 
ther , Who What in them {yeth ( but bleſaed be rve LORD-ir dy- 
.ethnog ) Wonld as/cover ber. ,nakedue/s, when others then Bre- 

thren are.to beholdit > Let, thews take heed 4f-this be not a; main 
ſtep to [eparation ( which in words they ſeems to abhor |) when: 4s 
hey. Proteſt awd Proteſs they-will not hear his, ſo (they Wonld Caft on 

WS kinde of neceſſity go hold thew as Heathens and. Puklicans; 
bur to prevent chu they have found a Way of their ewn,and as (if 
they had not been of us) they are gone our from ns, and ſetring us 

28 do their own bufine(s without ws, as they ſeem tointimate in 
the laſt page of their printed Paper afier the Proteſtation,contra- 
ry to the very Fundamentals of: the Di;cipline of our Kirk, 

which # and ever hath been profeſsed ro be by Presbyteries, Sy- 

nods, and National Aſemblics duely (ubordinate one to anorber, 
all which. their conr/e overturnetb, While they walk in another 
.Way.to make the matters of their Propoſitions pratiicable as they 
ſay: But beſider that, a Proteſt ation 15, at beſt ( except in the 
vaſe of pungent neceſſity) 3n1ts nature odjons, it is ſo much Worſe 

9.047 K irk, Where we are zyed by the ſtrifieſt Bonds beth 'of the 
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Nationall and Solemn League and Covenant , againſt all dsvifiue 
motions and conr/es; 4nK Dpriy-T WhatiEths other then a divi- 
ve mo15on, aud that of the deeprſt aye, for them 78 ſeparate themes 
felves , nA 10yning toget be? make n party, When rh: Tupreme Mf 
dicatories of Kirk. wed. State \Were going" oh 43 theigconts, PP | 
Attings in the dayof yybat davyer and Uiftreſs? - They may be 
plenfea to renensb their aw Atte "gs PT. ſpeeches When: G'O'D 
: honoured them 1s be fitting tn the $uprem? 7 aiicatories; how far. 
ſhort came che intenatd diviſive Supplication in Anno 1648. of 
tha cour'e they are noW ow ; nay, thevery croſs Petition in Anno 
1644. both which [we of ther ( I {ay ſome, for moſt of them ave 
but of Yeſterday," =nu had then no;place ih onr Fridiratoies) ſrewy- 
ed ſo much zeal againft, © EL CASTS 
AULL , PROTESTATION fer led. | bu. 
"PFthe Reviewer Yoth me»n'by\h=brginaing ofthisParagraph, 
"2 which'iis darkly and aiibiguouly cxprefled, that an Aſſewibly 
may be wrong in the con!titution;avd fo no more to be ar Aﬀem- 
'Bly chen# painted mans a man (#s the Author of the VinJica- 
tion fo tmich+eryidl up, doth in that catc yectd ) and that the 
-#odly in fuch aca{chivenotemety lefithem in Law,but to Pro- 
relt.agamiſt its'conflirution and” Procredings. 'Then'he grants all 
that'the Proteſters defire forthe ſubſumptiion andapplication fal- 
kth within his exception, the caſe being to their conſciences 
-clemwand fire: Bur \it. he doth {yuppeforharimhere er be 0 urfrce 
-antawfal! Aflmblyinche conffirution thereof; and rhat'thi'Re- 
'medy of Proteſtarion us onely to be uſed #gainſt wrong'atts, ther 
he ſpesk-th azainft Experience , und the known pratt:ce of the 
faichfull {:rvants of Go'D'in this Kirk ; 1 have.given {c vers] Pre- 
fients of chis before , and the AAtsof the Aﬀembly 1638. - and 
1639. ugairft the fix ecrrupt Aﬀerblies\, do: clvarly demon- 
ſr-re the ſame. 1s it rot as fawfull , and more neceffaty 
co Proteſt againſt a wrong Author'tie or 'uſurpation xs aca rift 
wrong ac-otatrue Authority? ' Forthe firfttis far more 'datr» 
gerous tothe Kirk every 'way then'the (econ; He mrakes'it 
oneot the higheſt contemprs of Eel: ſinſtick Authority, -to-pro- 
teſt when the caſe is-not*Clearand fure, i but he forgets to.tonft- 
derthow great atranſgreſhivn it is before the LO-R:D;' and how 
IE | £8 Re injurious. 
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Anjuriors te his Work and people,to uſurp rhe Supreme Authority 
of the:Kitk over all tac, Judicatoties thereof, to decree unrighte» | 
ous d:icrecszabd tyramze over conſciences: the fad conſequences 
cf ſuch courſe cannot-veſoon reckoned.” As to that he argvech 
from 1atr.18.17.Tell the Charch, T antwer,Thatithe (ame'Coms 
mandemeonts of GoD'thar injoya 'auknowledging of, 'and vbedie 
enceto free. znd lawtull' General) Afemblics iti the Lok »,d0 
per negationem bonrrari!, accordi.ig tothe general] rule ct intet- 
pretation of GCommands 1et down in our lavge CateChitrwe,requ're 
the not acknowledging, or keeping nntree and totewtyl [Cene- 
rall Afcmlics; tor where'a dury is con-manded; thecoutyrary fin 
rs forbiideny 3nd ſothecomnarnd to-hear the tro: Chute rcqu'= 
reth our not hearing a faiſc or non-Church, within which an/un- 
free, nniawtull, and corrupt Aſſembly doth Fall;; and therefore 
it;3Sneither ro-betold-nor heard, but to be declared, Proteficd g- 
gain; and diſcovered ihthe nullities an) corruptivnstherecf, 'as 
the Ateinblies16;B apd 1639 have well judged.' He alleadgeth 
an Atandpraciicc of our Afſemblies , but henenher mentions 
the Act nor Aſl:mbly where tuch a thing is to be found. _There 
was never any Amada this Chorchagainſt declining ot AF 
ſembiies as. unfree: or 'anlawtall or corrupt, the AR Which he 
hinteth at upon -milinformation ( but as it feemeth hath never 
read ,) doth {pecaknothing of declining an Aftembly ; becauſe of 
its conſtitution goed or dad, but agaivſt app*taling from the K'rk 
Judicatory.in an:Ecclefiafrick cauſe tothe Civill'Magiftrate |, 2s 
ws. well known toall that have peruſed.the Ag of Aﬀemblres: 
It is reſpeRt ro. true- Authority to decline ulurpation, and it'is's 
contempt, yea, incftc& a Declinator of true-Ecclefialtick Au- 
thority to,acknowledge unlawfull intruders upcn the ſame, 1t 1s 
not to:the prek.ot caſe'!,; to tell us'that Divines ſay reverence is 
dueqo thr'Church when ſhe erreth ; the queſtion is, whether 
the two late Aﬀemblies be a lawt«.ll Repreſentative , yes, or no, 
and not about an Aifembly lawfully conftitute, and erring in their 
Proceedings: The learned:Review of the Councel of T#onry and 
the gravamines contre Contilidm tridentinum made 'ofe of' by 
the Geneall Allcmbly at'Glaſpow anainſt the B ſhvps' declinatur, 
do fully .ſbhew the judgement of Pret: ſtant -Dwvmes, for declining 
and Protcing egaioſt.an Aflembply-not lawfully and rightly con- 

'S ſtituted 
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Nituted.; ., But what's{ ſor erre no ith ke: Tanſwer, that is 
{u fficieny cleared 10; fr verall Treaties z winch have batn long 
fi ce v1{pcried in Writng, and have cometo the hands of n.a.iy 
of the contraty judge mevt, but have never:yet. been an! wered by 
any of them; there 1s fi Jitt le dovbt amongſt t he muſt part of 2580 
lLuus Prof: ors anent the (infulnefle of the Patbick Refoluriuns, ag 
I nced pot hereto dilpute 1t+ Buy (.Dith-he 9 whecber She erre 
or not, Wherein have theſe men ſhewen their reſpelÞ- and reveyence 
to therr Mother, I Reply, that reverenceto their true Mother 
maketh them.diſclsiwi tuck Step-Mothers 3 and Ldcfice refer it 
roved.by tou reaſon y what more right! pretended Aﬀerablicy 
bave to call; hemſelyes the!Mother of all the People of G'o b 
in this Church , then the Frelates had to, c 11: themſelves 
our Spirituall Fatheis + For'that which te faith; ; the Pro: 
teſters would. gij/cover her nakedneſy. , when others then. Bre- 
thren are to bebeld it .; lihall: givethefſatne antwer tot which 
was given tq the like! cajlumay , by: our Protefting forces t a- 
thers, 1a their Supphcation to the Parliament 1621; re-crded in 
the courie of conformity, 4 their words. are theſe. + The rea. ens 
whereby we are upheld. our. 'conrſe and. Prateſtetions and juſt 
defence againſt the #ppoſitions intended, are «ll mide parcnt roirhe 
eyes of the World, no wajes tolay open the nakeaneſs of our Mo- 
ther 19 the ſcandal of the enemy ,. or juſtly to. offend any otherwiſe 
winded, but that the myltiiude-.of our Profeſsors be not tainted 
with the venome of mal:eignſneſſe:, contrary tothe ſincere Milk 
which they bave:received, &:c In the next place he bids us rake 
heed if this be not a main ſtep. ro ſeparation , that we refuſe to 
hear them as the lawfull Repreſentative Church: But we muſt 
take hecd in the firſt place to another thing, v:3. Not ro (eparate 
{om knownand received Principles, - The: Declaration of the 
Aſſembly 1647 ſaithy that next-to the changing of! Princ. ples, 
the changiag of parties, the ailiiting of theſe whom we ſhould 
ſupprefic,and peric cuting theſe whom we ſhould ailiſt; the joyn- 
ing with ch ſe againſt whom the Cortnaut was made,and agamit 
thele for whom it was inade, 1s+4h<c'greatbreach of Covenant, and 
{-paration from-the Covenanted union which is held forth in the 
words ofthe Covenant, obliging us. not to he divided and w.the 
drawn fiom that bleſiced. Union and conjunAtion by making de- 
| | fe&tion 
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fc@on to the contrary part, '&c, Thi Nation»]l Covenant deſcri« 
veth thcte robe the Churchof Srordand wha agree with our firſt 
R: formers, .in NoAripey, #6; The drelaration cf this Kirk maile 
in 1648 laith, that ou: Unioh in the - Coyevant with G OD, his 
Cauſe and Peoj 1, ftands in keeping the Principles thereof , aygd 
feparation ſtands 11 defeRon thercfroim. - It is Declared by the 
Aﬀen| ly that year, 4 Principle of our -Caule,; and neceſſary tor, 
fecurity of Region, that:che Malignant Party ve eſtcemedenc- 
mic3 to the Cauie of Gop, 2nd that 8ffociation with them is cvn» 
trary to the Word of Gon, and rothe Cavenart; ſov.doth rhe 
Aftcmbly 1649.in the Ak againſt Engagers. Now 1 !ay,that thefe 
who are for the: Publick Reſolutions have changed ſorgeiof their 
Principles,and-atfo chanzed their party for th-y have joynced with 
the M:lignant patty, aad aRts and cenſutes for pet ſecuting thee 
with whom they were joyoed before ; whe: e then lyes the guilt 
of Diviſion? and who made the firit ſteps to ſeparation 2 a Deg 
federe of Ecclefia priſtina: Sceticana; with whomſoever. theſe 
things are found, let them te accounted ſeparatilts deed. As 
for h:ariug them, an. conferring with them in an extra judiciall 
way, the Protcſt:rs have never 1eclined it;but the hearing which 
they requirgy. is to be. acknowledged asthe lawtill Repreſen- 
tztive of this Kirk.and to be obeyed accordingly;and th:Review- 
er intimateth, that chere is & neceſſity of holaing tte Proteſters ad 
Heathens and Publicans, bur that they have foirnd out a wiy of 
their own to prevent #t, An hard ſentence indeed to excommue 
nicate them all : What Exclamations of 113-ur. 224 there been if 
ſuch an expreſſion hail dropped from the Pen of a Proteiter-?. I 
ſhil ſay no more to it,. but that this Reviewcr hich a zexi of Go?, 
bur not according to knowicdge; He- faith, the Prot: ſters bave 
gone out from them, .andſer up to do their own buſineſſe alone, aud 
avertinrn the Fundamental of the Diſcipline of 1615 Kirk; but he 
hath no better proof th-n the laſt page of that Paper whe: et the 
Proteſtation was prime, which was no deed of theMecting,'1or 
did I ever hrar that ay Member of the Mcct ng duth own the 
Writing of that pag*. But whar is the cryme he thus aggr geth ? 
The: Propoſitions givet into thep::t indeed Aﬀemnd'y wee tuch 
as they couli mak- no jult cxception againſt chem,aid when they 
refaſe.1 to grant the Proteſters deſires, what fault was there for 
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Brethred to recommend it one'to a;.orher mytheir ſtations, to endea« 
vour to put in execution. Acts of ut contravereed 'Aflemblies; yea, 
whar they have done n+ order therewto, was agrecable tothe 
cuſtoms ofthis Kirk,and commendable in this cor:upt and troubled 
eſtate chereof. _. NERO. 64 : 
He is much miſtaken when he ſaith, a Proteſtition is in its nature 
oJions, and it argueth'ſmali knowledge of the ſtate of the: Kirkinf 
Scetland'in former/timies, to fay:it is ware in this Kitk chea elfe+ 
where; It is the mean which the Lord hath bleſſed in che hands of 
our Fathers, and our own to preferver the. Cauſe of God, 2nd his 
Kirk in times of Defetion, as thePaper ſent by the Clerk of the 
Aſſembly, and. Procurator for the Kirk to their Meetingaat St. 4u- 
drews doth ſufficiently manifeſt.  Tdefire. this Reviewer, may be 
pleaſed, to take a look of the Narrative of the ſolemn League and 
Covenant, and Nationali Coverant, where. he will find Proteſta- 
tions reckoned as a mean for preſervation of Religion, and ſo Pro- 
teſtation is nodivifive way , bura-lawfuill. endeavour ro which we 
are tyed by Covenant; and'inthe 6. Article, what we are nat able 
our [elves to ſuppreſJe or overcame, We are boxmd to reveal and 
make known , that it may be timely prevented or removed : If he 
had confidered well, it had been. more for his advantage to have 
ſpared the mentioning the croſſe-Petiton in 1642.,Aand diviive Sup- 
plication in Lano 1648 borh theſe were in favours of the Malig- 
nant Party and their Intereſt, and the Proteſtation which he fo 
much inveigheth againſt, is againſt che Mal:grvants and thcir In- 
tercſt;ſo it was very agrecable tothe Proteſters Principles to be zea- 
| Jous againſt theſe Suppl cations: But I readiiy believe what this Re- 
viewer profeſlerh ro be his jndgment, v4z. That the Proteltation is 
to him a.-greater crime then the crofle Petition , or diviſive Suppli- 
cation, for moſt of theſe who now .ſhew themſelves hot Zea 


tors againſt the Proteftation were of a cold:temper, when the croſt 


Petition and diviſive Supplication were confidered in Church Judi- 
catories. He faith moſt of the Proteſters are but of Yeſterday: he 
might have ſaid as much of all men, and ſpoken truly, bur if he 
plead earneſtly for age upon his fide,I do yeeld him this much, that 
many of theſe who are for the Publick Reſolutions are of that age 
that they entered into the Miniſtery in the time of the Prelates,and 
did Gyear conformity unto the Articles of Perth, and __—_ 0+ 

edience 
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| 
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bedience to their ordinary, and the like carnot be faid of the Pro- 
teſters, fur either they were tufterers urder the Prefates , or elſe 
they centred not into the Miniſtery till the Lord had in his gracious 
Providence opencd a dovr by the Reformation, 


PROTESTATION Reviewed. 


| Na thus paſſing theT itle of it, We Come tothe matter where- 
A following their o0W7 footSteps, ve begin With the N arrative 
which they begin with,aſſ erting,thax its wel bnown to dt vers of onr 
number What peaceable enaravors they have wſed Withaur ſweteſs, 


, 


+ 


inorderre the removing of the arfference: among #::10 which 1 reply, 
that even by the perm: ſſton of their own phrafe,meſt par; sf the Af 
fembly might,yea did not knoW any ſuch thing but We7e cenfidently 
per/Waiied, if any [(uch endeavenrs were u/ca , the Lick of ſucceſſe 
did, and doth lye ſolely and ſaily upon the Proteſters chers/elves; 
when this was Publickly debatedin the Aſſembly, thire was none 
found that knew any thing un that kinae , except that which was 
dane in the latier end of the laſt year , which [ct the world judge 
how peaceable an endeavonr it was, and Whence it came that it 
wanted ſucceſſe? Thus it wa: They meeting then th Edinburgh, 
Witheut Order, aficy a little parſr, aid conſtitute themſelves in 
to an Eccleſiaſticall Juaicatory , wherein AMageſterialiy they de- 
fined thin gs ſo prequaicialto ns, as not oxely obſtrutted all peace 
vut alſo ſounded the alarm to a new conflict, by emitting a Paper 
wherein they peremptorily concluie, among the chief cauſes of 
Geas contraver(y with the linagthe Publick Reſolutions and pre- 
Ceeaing Ajſem. to have a ſpeciall place: And having thus faſt lock- 
ed the door of peace to meck the world, if it aid nenght elſe, they 
ſent [ome oftherr number t1 St. Andrews t9 eſſay if they conld raw 
eff 3 or 4 there,ch others 10 Glaſgow for the like intent, making ac- 
comps (which ſome of them ſparid not to profeſs) thatif they cerild 
get five or (ix of eur moſt eminent men off,thry cared not for thereſt 
ef the Miniftery , prefeſſing alſo at that conference, and others of 
them 11: 41 open Synod, that they would never nnite With the meſf 
part of the Miniftery of Scotland , and ſnitable to the/# ends Was 
their carriage at St Andrews , as 1s clear in the Relation of the 
Paper thereanent, Which Paper though Pablick enous hb, Wwe bave 
never yet beard contraailled by any, | 


Yu ©» 
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PROTESTATION Defend, 


{ hee moſt part of the Aſſembly did not know any fuch 
thing, is more then wil be eaſily bel:eved by theſe who know 
tc prog: elle of rhe dift:rences; were molt part of the Ailembly ig- 
norant that Conferepecc was deſired by the Synod of G/a/goW and 
others, when the Commiilion was carrying on the Publick Reſo- 
lutions, long before the Atlewbly at Sr. Andrews? were they igs 
norant that in Sz, Andrews before the conſticution of chat Atſem- 
bly,the Proteſters did molt earneſtly Petition and endeavour an ad- 
jJournment before they Proteſt-d as they did at their jiare Aſſembly 
in Edinburgh , earneltly deſire a Conference before Conſtitution, 
bur neicher in the One nor in the other could rhey obtain ſatf= 
faction. | | 

That which he calleth a Meeting at Edimhnrgh , was a Meeting 
of the Commiltioners of che Generall Afembly 1550. and as geat 
a number of them as was of theſe who ( 1-;hting the adverriſe- 
ment of others thit were joyned with them i11 Commiſſion ) did 
anſyyer the Parlkaments 2 err, and laid the foundation of con» 
junQtion with che Mal:gnaut Party,befide there were at this Meet» 
ing many other Godly Miniitcrs, and Profefors from ſeveral parts 
in the Country cenveencd, to ſearch, conſider, and after Prayer 
and.Cor:ference to agrec.0n the Cauſes of the Lords controverſy a- 
gainft the Land. ; and being convincedin their judgements that the 
treaty with the, King inHe/l:nd,the PublickRelolutions;& corrupt 
Conthcutio: and proceedings of the Afiembly at Sr. e- Hr1arews and 
D uzdee were amonglt the parts of the Lands defeRion,and Cauſes 
of Godswrath, they did in conſcience of their d:tety acknowledge 
the ſame and their awnaccellionto\theſe tranſsretlions,. and*fome 
did confefle with grief, that they had been chief in the treſpaſs; the 
grounds and reaſons of their conviction are exprefſ-d in that Paper 
by him me:tioned, which this. Reviewer might have refuted, if he 
had been able, or otherwiſe quarrelled leffe with it; he doth wrong 
himſelf as well as the Proteſters, when he ſaith, that they magiſt- 
rial;y defined things, and peremptorily-:concluded' them : for the 


title of the Paper ſheweth , that they onely do ſoberly propound 


things to others,as their advice. He-would\make this a locking of 
t the 


_ 
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the door of peace, but conſiders not how that long beforethis,thoſe 
that arc for the Publick Reſoiutions, had contrary to the Word of 
God and Aft of this Kirk, conftitute themſelves into an Afsembly, 

- approven the publick Reſolutions , condemned the Remonſtrarce 
and Proteftation, cenſured ſome with depotition, and made ſevere 
AQs againſt ali char differed from their way ; that was not only to 

lock the door, bnt faſten it with bolts and barrs. Then he makes his 
own conſtruct;on of the Proteſters, fending ſome of their number to 
St. Andrews and GlaſgeWw , and athrms the end to be onely to gain 

five or ſix of the'r number , and to make it ſeem true which he al- 
leageth,he ſetreth down two ſpeeches uttered by ſome of the Pro 
teſters; but fo far as T have learned, there was no ſuch largaage as 

he expreſseth. The Proteſters do upon no occiiion deny,that they 

make a difference berwixt ſome , who in former times have been 

faithfull , but of late were engaged for the puvdi:ck reſolutions, 

throvgh the ſtraits of che time and ſtrong rentations, and berwixt 

others that have alwayes been promoters of a” Malignznt Intereſt; 

they do likewiſe deſerved!y elteem more of ſome leading men of 
the firſt ſort ,then of athers of them, and their deſire and endeavor 

to draw off ſome chief leading men, was to mike way to draw off 
others, of whom alſo they do well efteem ; yer as is to be feared, 
were too much {wayed by example of theſe whom they know to 

have more learning and piety then themſelves : and if a judgment 
may be given of the thoughts of the hearts of many of the laſt ſort, 

who maintain the publick reſolutions, from their ſpeeches and acti- 

ons,they are as deſirous to be rid of theſe chief leading men from a- 

monegſt them, as the Prorcfters are defirous to receive them. For 

that Paper anent the Conference at S. Audrewes, which he ſaith, is 

publick enough , bur not contradiQted by any; It is the firſt time 

for ought I know, thar any of the Proteſters have heard of ir, .and 

untill it be in more hands then theſe of his judgment , it may meet 

with no contradiction,and yet well deſerve it- 


PROTESTATION Reviewed. 


| A S$ for any of thetr endeavours they are inter occulta de qui- 
bus non judicat Eccleſia; Bt 7 ſhall deſire it to be conſidered 

en the contrary,» how the preceding eAſſembly at Dundee appoin- 
. G& 2 ted, 
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ted, that Synods and Pretbyteries ſhould deal With chew, to give 
them jartsfattion ere they proceeded to cenſure; the publick Come 
miſs19n could do nothing of that kini,being by the rroublrs of the 
time impeacd to ſit, yet were not [uch of thems as could moſt conve- 
niently Corre/pona,al together defettive in thu,though prefſed With 
eirher part of a dolefull dilemma + for if they fbould att in the ca. 
pacity of 4 ( ommiſiion, the Proteſters Would nat have conferred ; 
and out of that capacitie, their attings (beſides that it could not 
have been ob(igatorie ro others) had been a ſilent quitting, if not 
betraying of their truſt , But providence offered epertunt:y thus: 
In the beg inning of thus year, ſome brethren from ſeveral parts of 
the Conntrey, being {enſible ef the then imminenx; [nare and dan - 
ge”, reſolved by common conſent to come ro Edinburgh abour jhe 
12 of February, at which time they heard there was io be a great 
meeting of our diſſeating brethrenwhere they reſolved to deal with 
them, that there might be a Commun Warning emirted by conſent 
5 fart the Tudicatories of the Kirk , concerning thing; which we 

»Hbted not were agreed to on all hanas : accoraingly they dealt 
with [nth of thens as Were in T awn, by the mediation of the Minto 
fters of Edinburgh, by whom they ſent to them materials of a De- 
claration , deſiring them to change or adae as they ſhould think 
fit for the purpo/e , but they refu[td to joyn, to the great grief of 
theſe \vho aid meeiate, pretending they Wonld firſt have a confe- 
rence about differences , which Was nothing el;c but to diſappoint 
the matter, the danger being /o wear, that a Meciing for ſuch 4 
conference could nat be conveentd, and the danger frevented, 


PROTESTATION Defended. 
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"T hath been ready [hewed , that before their AA at Dwuxgee, 
| Fm had emitted Warnings and D:clirations azainſt ſuch: as 
co curred not with them, as enemies to Re'igion, King and Kings 
don, ſt rred up the Civil Magiſtrate to indict paniſhment,and re- 

uired Vrecs:.yteries to cenſuie oppoſers within their bo:nids ; and 
that AR which he mertioncth, leaverh no latitude to. Synods and 
Presbytcries to forvear cenſure, except in the caſe of obedierce to 
the Act anent the Puvlick Reſolutions, though upon debate the 

| major 
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major part of a Presbyteric ſhould have beea convinced of the evill 
of that courſe, yer rhe Act gives no power ro rrcede, The Com» 
mitree of Eſtates in 1648. &d profeſle in 5cncrall rerme,to off:rall 
pollible fatisfation and ſecurity for Religio! 1, to which the Gene- 
ral] Aſſembly Fuly 25. anſwereth, that they ſee no poſltbiliry of 
ſecuring Religion, ſo long as that unlawful E: 2849cm-nt wAs Care 
ryed 0a, which may be well applyed to che preſent. caſe, Thar = 
lemma of his is but a weak device, neatre cornu pangit, the Prote- 
fters never did refuſe to conferre with rhem, let them frame 2s ma+ 
ny Capacities £0 themſelves as they pleaſed, ozeiy they refuſed to 
acknowledge them a Judicato:y, and up3n proveſtation, they cid 
conferre with theſe who accompred themſelves cloathed with the 
power of their late Ail.mbly at Edinbargh, Ant on. the other 
hand their acting our of that capacity had contrivuted as much r9 
the inrer.ded end, which was by confereace to hold forth | ghranenr 
the matters tn controverſie. Neither was there any reed of au- 
thority to oblige oth-<rs who introſted them , for their porer was 
limited, and they arc not warranted to depart from-one #64 .of rhe 
Publick Reſolucions ; ſo in that cafe they c 1d not oblize: Nor 
is he able to make it appear , that it had been a becraying of their 
truſt to conferre with theſe who refuſe to acknowledge their au - 
thority, otherwiſe he thall condemne the practice of CER lare Af- 
ſembly at Edinvnrgn ,' for thouzh they woull nov conferre un ll 
they had confiituced themſelves i 1800 11 Aflembly, then they 
conferred; bur the capacity he {peaks of, ws not acknowledged, 

but Proteit: *d azainſt, I-know that there be ſich « us fi "3 amoneſt 
Stares, to {t > upon the nicecies and punGilioes of their Trtes, and 
the acknow'edg: ment of their power; bur <hele are coo ſtately 
things; for Min \ſters of the Goſpel,it is more ſuitable to uſe Chri 

ſtian condeſcendence , then r0 be puffed up with the pomp of pre- 
tended or real; authority, and therefs re 25 I fee 007 hs "1000 oth of 
this Dilemm?, fo I ſeen reaſon why their tare / omoly ar Edin- 
burgh refaſed to read 2 L:tcer from the Prott-rs, becauſe they 
wanted their Titles tndorſed on the back of the L-ttcre As to the 
relation he maketh in this Paragraphe , it is greatly porverted. Tf 
his ord'nary di'courte be ſuit able to the [a: —_— of th's Pamphiler, 
it would give ground enough to _—_ ge Im 39 have Joſt the be- 
nefit of h's Franke law, ar d rover to be 2 mitted! rb 


UG pI 


PIE 


s ret == ——_ 
—_—_— 
2 


_— = 
tt Sm I 
4*"...->-———_— Ine _- " e 


| 54) 

for truth hereafrer. The true ſtare of that matter is this; The 
Protciters who had ſeaſonably given a teſtimony before in a Letter 
cat to the Generall of the Engliſh Forces,and a duplicat preſented 
to the Generall Major in Fdineargh,thought it their duty co meet 
again abour that time, eſpecially to prevent the imminent dangers 
to Religion, and having ſtayed about fourteen dayes together, and 
done what became them-in their ſtations, and alſo adviſed the Mi- 
niſters of Edinbsrgh to give a free teſtimony and fairhfull warning 
to their people upon the Lords day , concerning the preſent ſnares 
and dangers to Religion, which was done accordingly; the Meeting 
cCillolved. Some Brethren who are for the Publick Reſolutions 
were in the Town , and had ſcveral!i diets of meetivg at the ſame 
time when ſuch of the Proteſters as were in Town d1d meer, upon 
\har occaſion they did mect, was not known, but it was conceived 
co be for {treogthening one anothers hands anent the Publick Re- 
ſolutions ; and I am ſure there was no-mefſage ſent to the Prote- 
{ters at their meetings by the Miniſters of Edzabzrgh,though they 
were preſent at the laſt diet of their mccting, nor yet by any other, 
only upon enquiry at theſe of the Proteſters who dweit in the 
Town; I find that ſome dayes after the Meeting was ended, ſomc 
of the Miniſters of Ed:nbargh came to one of them , (whether ſent 
from any other or not,was not made known) and ſaid, That there 
was 4 motion amonelt ſome brethren that are for the Publick Re- 
ſolutions then in Towr,about the Proteſters, and their joyning to- 
gether in a Publick Warning againſt che Engliſh. And his anſwer 
was$zthat if they had any ſuch intention or defire,he woudered why 
they did not propound it to the Meeting of the. Protefters while 
they were in Town, and that he couid not ſay any thing in a mater 
of that conſequence without the reſt, eſpecially ſeeing he was not 
one of theſe whouvere intruſted byche meeting to confer with theſe 
brethren abouc matters in diff-reiice; and thar ſeing theſe who were 
3ppointed would be ready to confer whenſoever Mr.Z ar, or Mr. 
Dickfo; delired, he thought that it was beit co propoſe it at ſuch 
a Conference ; When his own privat judgment was preſſed, he an- 
ſwered, That they knew neither he, nor any of the Proteſters, had 
ſcruple to give teſtimony againſt rhe Eag/:ſo Proceedings, for they 
had already done it both by word and writing. As for this motion 
of joyning in a Teſtimony with thoſe who were for the _ 
eſ0- 
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Refolatiens,ir was new to-him and deſerved fecond thoughts; and. 
he deſired to know if thoſe who were for the Paublick Reſolations; | 


would joyn w:rh the Proteſters in the Teſtimonies which they had 
#iven already; & if in theteſtimonies to be given.they wouldrcſtifte 
alike againſt both hands,according to the good o!d rule and prattiſe 
of this K rk, and for his own part he could nor fee, if they ft: main- 
rained the principles of the Publick Reſolutions, how they could a+ 
bide by a Teſtimony, bur did leave tothemſclves a latitude to joyn 
with any party wharſfoever ; and ſome of the Gentry had expref+ 
ſed this to be as good a warrant for their actings in the year'1 657. 
as in 1650. and therefore if they would nor joyn with the Proces 
ſtcrs in their Teſtimonies againft the Zng{zſh, nor in new Teſtimo- 
nics again{t both hands , he would hive a great doubt of joyning 
with chew: but this (he ſaid ) was only from; and for himfelf up- 
his firft choughts, he-knew not what might be his ſeco0d rhonghts 
upon conference with others ; and as for ſending to him marertals 
ofa Decl:rat:on, defiring the Proteſters ro change,or adde.as they 
ſhould think fir for the purpoſe , there was never any ſuch thing 
preſ-nted to him, or any other of the Proteſters; nor will he figd 
any Miniſters in E4:»6argh to bear him witneſs in this parti©1ar. 
It feemeth that this Reviewer is accuſtomed to be very liberal in 
his larguage ( to ſay no worſe) and that his neighbors atloiy him 
the liberty to do ſo, otherwiſe he wou'd have expected to meer 
with contradiQion,and taken better heed to his Relation... Conrer- 
ning that which he would infinuar, of the forwardneſs of thoſe of 
his j1dgmtent to give ſuch.a Teſtimony, why then did thry not (as 
the Proteſters had done) give aTeſtimony alone by 'rhemſclver,but 
they ret irned home without doing any thing, -rhough the danger 


was fo neargas he ſaich; nor did they anv thing to that purpoſe on 


their ſubſequent Meetings; and for what they did-ac rheir late Aſ- 
ſembly, I haye ſpoken.to it: before. 


PROTESTATION Reviewed. 


His paſt th: Synods in April, being invited by that of Þ fe, 
by thrir acceptance of their Overtare, fheiwti their affetlion 


to:ſuch a' peace With their Brethrey, as might nor trouble their. 
newer Wirh God; and for that cffefF aid commiſcionate ſomrof thr 
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' Members 19coms to Edinbu:gh «v a Mecting in May laft : but 
' that is the next thing they complain, ani crallenge woof, Firſt, 
for He lefting io give them i1monus Advertiſement, when yet the 
very firſt motion ef that Aceiing in all enr Judicatories, Was 5n 
their prejerice, Who (if they had been of [meh a peaceable temper 
as thcy taik sf ) would, no deutr, have mage ſuch an invitation 
Welcome, aud embraced the eceaſion. As for particular adver- 
11jement j0 th:m ſeparatcly, The Delegats of the Synod of Fifc in- 
eruſtca therewith, nſea all peſrible atligence, a ferinight before 
that Mecting, d1{patching their Miſſives (Which for eught 1hat 
#5 kaown ) did x0t miſcarry ; yeazupen their auligence, we found 
at that Aceting, [eme f ow Rolle, and s8thers from Dumfries, 
places of very remet: diſtance, both South and North: and it ts 
Creaibly informedgthat [ome of their chief leading men Wrote bet); 
ts Aberdeen and Galloway, deſiring thetr Complices , not ro keep 
tht Aceting. Secondly, thcy eemplain,T hat net ſo much as /ome 
few daye s of delay conld be obtained by theſe few of their xumber 
which were then preſent, whereby they might gve advertiſement 
to ethers.The truth w,inreſpeit of their paucitythey required at 
leaſt a ſjerirights delay Calthough they had prebably a pre-inditt- 
cd meeting , reaſonable ſrequent, in that ſame place the very 
Weck following, and ethers of them were inTown th:n, did appear 
to us, and ſome of them went out of Town tmmeaiatly before our 
Aeering ) and ſolong a tine Could wot be givey ; not oniy becunſe 
err Brethren , having come haftily from therr (everal owellings, 
Were not able to attend ſo long, and ence ſuffercd rs ſcatter, could 
ot conveniently be gathered 2gain ; but eſpecially becauſe kaving 
offered unto them a free General eAſſembly ( the of 0d acknow- 
ledged proper remedy of all Eccleſiaſtical ai)caſes ) Where many 
of our ſelves might again be preſent, it was plain, that nething to 
any g04 effeft could be done 114 th:n, and Providence happily 
caſting thes occaſien in thetr hands, that they might appoint and 
determin of the place of the cnſni-ge Aſſembly, rbey could no; (ufs 
fer the ſame io ſlip, which could wot be ſhunned, for lack of timogs 
advertiſement tothe Preſbyteries, if it were wor then Conciuded, 
e And [o (which they perceived, thoſe they ſpoke With, directly 
aimed at ) ler the Kirkin this difficult time, be ſhaken looſe of her 
poſſeſſion, of hat her dear-hought freedow, Which Mr.Welſh, 
M1r. 
[d 


5 
Mr, Forbes, and ether precioxs men, that now. reſt, adventured 
their lives, and juffered taniſhment, to preſerve; as Was gravely 
prefed home by Ir. Blair #pow them, in the ( onference ; and ts 
Which they rontd nor [ure they did ”ot, g' ve ſu wuch as a {ceming 
[arisfaflery anſwer. Thirdly, they [ay in the printed Paper, 
T hat a veſire of Reconciliation Was preſentca, but peremptorily, 
the eleFting, and [cuding Commiſſioners te krep the day nailed by 
the Meeting of Dundce, was concluded: 1 hnow u0 oppeſition be» 
twixt thoſe tv o,as 1 conceive any good ſenſe inthe former, the ane 
being the end, andthe other a mean to it, Beſides, 1 know na de- 
fire of Reconciliation preſented to them, except the Paper of the 
Offer of a free A ſembly,as the 2! oper remedy of our diſtrattions, 
But in the Autograph, #t a pretended, not preſen;ed ; and ſo they 
moſt uncharitably aſſert, We pretenaed a deſire of Reconciliation, 
but had concluded anether thing. It u /o Well known in the Conn» 
. try, Whether it be We, or they, that uſe 26 at /o, that 1 ſhall enely. 
' weed to ſpeak to the purpoſe. Onr deſire of prace was real, the = ; 
ftruftion of it was from them, and We had been very fooliſh end 
cenſurable, if ever the Lerd frould bleſs m with another Aﬀem- 
bly, for not Walking anſwerable 10 our truft in relation to this, if 
We had wot deſigned the place thereof. 02, Ss 
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Tx Anſwer which he giveth anent negleing to,give timous. 
4 advertiſement of their Meeting in A147 laſt, is, That.the mo»+ 
tion of that Meeting in all Judicatories, was in the Proteſters pre-. 
ſence , and if they had been of a peaceable temper, they had made 
the invitation welcome : This, I beleeve, is the beſt Anſwer he 
can give ; but he might aſwel have given.no Anſwer at all, For 
firſt, Letters were only written to ſome Presbyreries: and Synods, 
and not to all, and there was not one word ſpoken of ſuch a thing 
in many Presbyteries,or in their Synods. (2+) In theſe Presbyre- 
rics orSynods to which Letters came,the motion or overture doch 
expreſly exclude difſenters from the Publick Reſolutions, from any 
adviſe or conſent in appointing that Diet, and is only directed to 
ſuch as are for the Publick Reſolutions, who are deſired to return 
their acceptance of the Overture to the Delegats of the Synod of 

H Fife, 


A (58) Js | 
Fife, ag vt the 23 of April, to the'cnd, that upon their receiving 
of the Aaſw-r of Synods and Pregbyteries,to which they had w it- 
ten, they mishr, it ch 'Y chovght fits adverriſe the difle::rers from 
the Publick Reſolt.rions to keep that Dict, ay 12. bur in that 
E-reer there wias no 1nv-ration for them to come, bur rather an in- 
vimartion not ro Hm? rift they were advertiſed concerning the Re- 
ſolutions of che D {Jegrrs of F:fe,upon the return from Synods and 
Presby teries-' (3 ) 1 ay, the buſineſs was purpolely ſo contrived, 
as to mike Tor ference for Reconciliation the pretence , but ano* 
ther thi ig was nirended, v:z. That the Commitllion of the preren- 
def All-mbiy at D#-.7ce might meer to determia the place of rhe 
AlltmSty enfuing , which had been lefc in the Indiction 'under the 
uncertaiity of *n Altcr2ativee That Confererice for Reconcilia- 
tion was pretended, rhe Letter of the Synod of Fife, and diſcou' fe 
of their Mect'ng May 1'2.doth evidence , and this Reviewer ail. r= 
eech'ir. Thar che ſame was not intended, doth appear from this, 
that a comperent time is allowed to acquaint Synods,' and where 
they wert not fitting, to acquaint Presbyreries which were for the 
Publick R folurions ; bur where Synods and Presbyter'ies were a- 
. exinft the Pablick'Refſo!urions,no Letters were ſent ro ſuch, ;* but. 
after the(: cha: are for the Publick Reſolutions are acq':ainred, and 
have returned their Anſwers againſt che 28 of Apr, the Lerter 
of che Synod of Fife zppoints theſe Arſwets ro be conſidered be- 
fore any Iavication be given to che, Diilenters from the PublickRe- 
ſolutions; ant.4snotecrtr that it' was agreed amonuft them, that 
ſ6KiE erien-6f Loo Mb GRGoiamonatt oh Proceſt rs ſhould not 
at ail be-invited' nor conferred 'with'; Now ſome time miiſt be al» 
lowed for them to conlider the Returns , and ſome t'me ro make 
their/Difpatches to'all places within che Kingdom, ,and ſome time 
for theſe to-whom the Tecters were dire&cd;'to communicate' the 
ſame'ro the reſt of the'number within their bounds: and ſome time 
muſt'be allowed to ride to Edinburgh, all which was,not,poſſible 
wirhn the ſpace of thirteen'dayes, from the,28 of epri!, ro the 
12-of May : for inſtancezno Lerters were written to the Synod of 
Glagew,where many of the Proteſters live; nor fromthe Synod 
of Fife, or their Dclegats ; but one:Brother of that Synod writes 
a-privat Letter to anocher Brother in G!z/pow,, ahd'feven or eight 
dayes of the time were clapſed before theLetter came to his hands, 

| whereby 
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whereby it came to paſs that ſome Preebyteries wrre rot at all ad- 
werriſed, and others, when 1t was no time ro g0 to that Mectirg, 

12 of 21a) : the hke happened ih other parts cf tÞe Corptry, ard 
indeed it could not be etherwifc in places rrore remote from the 
Synod of Fife (it may be remembered that the ſore arr was uſed 
by fighting Advertifements when they gave their Anſwer to the 
Parlianieurs Qn»re) Further,” Ide fire 10 miay be corfidered; what 
ths Reviewer faith þ mſelt pug. 9. v43-when a fortnight is &: fired 
to:conveen the Froteſters, he anſwereth, 7 hat 52 Was plu's, bag 
TD thing 10 a» y gooa <ﬀ. t could be core , till : he Aſ-eti:r of th:ir 
efſembly. With thite things I defire the Arſwer of their Comes 
milioe,daced November 26.1652. may be compared, which ſaith 
in exyrets words,7 hat the time «f ihe Ger. Tſerbiy rasnear Ap- 
prom hing ihat they behewid to meet in that Capacity (to Wit, 674 
Commiſſion) for weter mining the place of the Aſembo'y enſuirg, 
Which had been left w the 1nditHoen'un#er the urcertwinty of as 
alternative,by reaſonief ihe ra#e-3 All which le 'd rogether,dofuf- 
ficiertly ſhew that the ratrer was purpoſe!y fo contrived, Ne xt, 
he faith, that ſome from Rofie, and others from Damfreis were 
there vpon their diligence ; bur vnleſs he ſay, ſore of the Pefſen- 
ters trom the Publick Reſatutions , refidi''s'4n thife parts, were 
there,upon advertiſement ſent from'the'Delegars of Fife, afcer the 
28 of April, he ſpiaketh rot to the purpoſe ; for ſuch as were for 
the Publick Reſolutions nmghr eaſily be there, fer they had z com- 
pctenttime, and if ary of the Deflenters from the Publick Reſolu- 
tions. were choſen by Synods or Presby teries, which at moſt was 
-bur one or two, they might convenient'y be therealſo, or pzrhaps 
'fome-might be there eccationally : bur none of theſe will prove his 
point. That ſome of the chicf leading men of the Pioteſters, wrote 
to Galloway and Aberacen, d: firing their Complices not to keep 
-thar Meetirg * For ovght 1 have learced,there was no ſuch thing ; 
and if he canlet him inſtance the perſons , in the mean time I give 
this inſtance ro the contrary , That ſome of the Proteſters were 
there from «Aberdeen, being choſen by the Synod. He grants that 
which the Proteſtation alleagerh , That the few Proteſters that 
. were there,required a fortnighrs.defay; m reſpect of their paucity, 
that they might ſend advertiſements to orhers, but ſaith, That pro- 
bably they had a preindited Meeting, reaſonably frequent, — 
| 4 12 ame 
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fame place the; week following. But herein he is much miſtaken, 
they had no pre-indifted Meeting , : but thoſe few Proteſters who 
were in Edinbergh, ſuppoſing that their reaſonable requeſt, for: a 
fortaights delay,could not be denied, (if there was any real defire 
of peace, concerning which they had charity, till ic appeared other - 
wile) &d1d write Letcers to all cheir Brethren that were nor far di- 
ſtant from E«aznburgh,to haſt unto thar Meeting with all diligence, 
which chey did accordingly ; and this theweth ther readineſs to 
have come in upon advertiſement; but when chey came in,the Bre- 
thren that are for the Publick Reſolutions, had indicted the place 
of their cuſuing Aſlembly,and fo having done the buſines for which 
they came, were gone from Edinburgh before the Proteſters were 
conveened. That two or chree were in Town, and did not appear, 
and ſome of them went out of Town, is little to the buſineſs, their 
lawful occaſions might divert them ; and ſome of them were not 
called to the Mecting, yeaygin effec rather deſired robe abſent; but 
they came when they were advertiſed: It is a poor ſu brerfuge 
he makes for not graiiting a fortnights delay.to ſay, they could not 
attend fo long. or being ſcattered, they couid not be conveniently 
gathered again: Either of cheſe might have been done, if they bad 
been of (uCch a peaceable temper as they talk of (as he is pleafed in 
this Section to ſay, of the Proteſters.) Bur he comes nearer to rhe 
truth and ſaith, /t was plain, that nothing could be done, rfl the 
wucering of their Aſſembly : And fohe may well fay, conſidering 
that themſelves had reſolved nothing thauld be done till then. Aft- 
terward he alleagerh, There would not have been tirhe roadvertiſe 
. Presby teries aneat the place of their Alzmbly +: Br 1nppoſe the 
deſire of the Proteiters had beer granted, there was abundance of 
time, there bcing abour-ten weeks betwixr'the 1.2:0f ay, and the 
Diet of their Aſſembly the 21 of 7#/y, and ſo.all the hazards he 
mentioneth might.even ih his own way hve beed prevented.” Bir 
what if ir had been ſo, that they had cot determined the place e iT 
cannot.conſent to what he ſaith, That the Kirk would have been 
ſhaken looſe of her poilefliion. Doth he know, or hath he forgor- 
ten what was maintained by, the Covenanted Proteſters in. [1638 
and the Act of the Allembly at Gleſgow, Decemb. 26. 16382 or 
the Atof the Aſſembly at Earnburgh, Aug.17. 1639. which was 
made. after ſo much debate abour. chat diſtintion of yearly and bs: 
ET i TT caſiona! 
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cafional Aﬀſemblies, both in the Treaty at the Birks, and in that 
Aſſembly, rhe Act 27 of Azgnft 1647, and the At of Parliament 

- 1592. and the fourth, and fixth Ac of Parliament 1640. anent 
yearly General Aſſemblies, exprelly diſtinguiſhed from occaſional 
Aflemblies, of which ſort of Afſemblies only the necetli:y is firſt ro 
be remor.ſtrated ro the Civil Magiſtrate,and even theſe may be kept 
in caſe he refuſe, by the intrinſecal power received-from Chriſt as 
often as it is neceflary for the good of the Church, as the A of 
Afl-mbly Angvnſt 27 bearcth: to there is no queftion,in jmregagainſt 
this K rks pr'viledze of holding Gene Afſemblies once in the year, 
. without ary addreſs to the Magiſtrate. VWhatif they had been vio- 
lently ſt »pp. d ar thar rime from meeting, would they judge the 
Kirk co be ſo ſhaken looſe of her poſſetsion, as the might not there- 
after coriveen with the firſt opportumty , ail keep yearly Gene- 
rall Aſſemblies without addreſlc to the Civiil Magiſtrate, becauſe 
the adjournment was not keeped: I hope they wilt not ſaydo, 1:or 
make the Kirks priviledges lefle chenChriſt hath appointed, 1nd the 
State hath ac«nowledged there is no limitation in the Acts of Par- 
liament, or clavſc irritant 1n refcrenee to keeping of adjournments: 
If the Right and Poſleſſien of the Church did hang on fo tickliſh a 
pinne, the corrupt Afembly at St, Andrews hath much ſhaken and 
indangered the ſame, for the poſſeſſion of corrupt Aﬀlemblics doth 
not maintain the right of free lawfull Gene:all Alcmblies, this al- 
leadgance of theirs 1s bur a fair flouriſh to periwade people to think 
well of their way, and of che neceffiry of their refuting Conference 
with their Brethren before Conſtitution. As to that he ſaith of 
Mr. Welch and others; Their endeavours were not to fit andtpake 
Ads approvirrg of the Defetion of the time, and 09!1garo;y ofthe 
whole Church as now.is done , and that which they viere mainly 
condemaed to death for, and ſuftered banitthnear, was for decli- 
ning the King and his Counce!] from beins judges in Eccleſrafticall 
matcers #» prima 1n/tantia ; bur the Committion which (ate at 
Perth and their Aſſembly at D z#4ece did ſfupjeRX the Dottrine of 
the Miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt co the immediare coznizance and cen=- 
ſure of che Civili M»giſtrate in the caſe of the M:niſters of 5rerlize, 
There be two ſorts of Miniſters engag-d for the Publick Rrſoluti- 
ons as hath been toached before,onz of thefe was rever ready to at 


for Aflemblies when they were rightly conſtituted , much lefle to 
' ſuffer 
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ſuffer for them. A+ for the othe > I do hope when the Lord 
ſhal aflord rhe opportunity of having Aiſemblics rightly conſticurcd 
asformerly, they ſha'l no: adhere tothe preſent cor: upr:conlticu- 
tion; nor doI think their p-r{waſton is (vch concerning the Pub- 
lick Reſolutions, when they are free of remprarions, 25 they durſt 
- advenci're to ſuffer for the tame as Mr. #e/chand other precious 
men did for the undo''bred righr, Freedom a+.d Priv lege of this 
Kirk;under the periecution of Kingfom:s,who would notacknow- 
ledge ether right or poſeſſion of 41il. mbles, but maintained that 
their Meeting and diflolving ovght to depend on his pleaſure, and 
that they could decree nothing w'thour his conſent or ratification, 
yer ſerting aide the Publick Reſolut.ons which is the grounds of 
the difference berwixt them and the Proteſters ; 1 do in charity 
judge, that mary of them would ſuffer for the right and freedom 
of the Kirk. In the end of this Section he would fain quible on the 
PRINTERS eſcape, in Pr nting prejented for prerended , though 
he grants that in theAutograph it is prerexded;his zeal leaderth him 
to quarrel] with any that haverthe leaſt hand about the Proteſtarion, 
even with the PRINTERS Boy, though in ſome Printed Copies 
the fault be corrected ; bur I ſty no more , for it's weariſome to 
trifle the time in anſwering all chacthe ſaith. | 


PROTESTATION Reviewed. 


N the next room, they mention their Paper given in with 

] the Prepoſitions ( wherein they ſay they have concurrence 
of the Generality of the godly of the Land ) and aid intre at 
for a Conference, which was denyed, the Commiſsioners pro- 
ceed-ng to aſſume the power, an4 Conſtitute themſelves in 4 
| Generall Aſſembly: leſt any ſhould think, that in aſſuming 
the power,and Conftituting themſelves into a Genes al Aſſem- 
bly, they did ſome new and uncouth thing, as thoſe who chal- 
lenge them did the laſk year , in Conſtitatins themſelues a 
Commiſsion of the Kirk , beit known to all men, they did no 
other thing, mor in no other way, then all the Aſſemblies 
ſince the laſt Reformation have been in conflant praitice ofs 
Aud 
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And how neceſſary it was, in this ftazgering time, not to 
chanrein the icaſt, will be aſſjented unto by euviry ingenuous 


man, nor know 1 any reaſon why they ſhould complain : For 
thoſe to whom the Pajer was gtven were not 11 4 Capacity ts 
give an anſwer, till they were firſs Conſtitute in an Aſ[emv:y 
( yea none but an Aſſembly could ſatisfactorily anſwer their 
demands, as 1s evident to, and will be acknow!eazed by the 
Fudicions Reader ) which was x0 ſooner dene then they went 
effeitually about it, But on the cenmrary the Protefiers would 
70t ſo much as wait till then, but preſently gave intherr Pro: 
teſtation. We will not now [peak of that other Paper,yet can: 
not paſſe that arrocant Titic of the generality of the godly, 
which they aſſume to themſelves and their abettors: We will 
net mention of whom they learnedihis, and whom in M11) 0- 
ther things they tro much rejemble ; But we ſhall referre the 
Reader to that moſt fatthfull and timeous Warning and De- 
 Ciaration of the late CAfdembly at Dar: die, and the third ad- 
monitien and charge of the ſecond part thereof. | 
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"JT E atfirmes thit they did nothing in confticutirg their Aﬀeme ' 


bly, then was done 1n all-the Afemblees fince the Reformit:- 
on; bur if he had underſtood wel che Hiſtory of Proceedings in this 
Kirk, he ſhould have-ſaid chey did no other th ng then was done 
in the {ix unlawtfull Aſſemblies immediatly preceding the laſt Re- 
formation ( which the Review of the Vindication of the Aﬀems 
bly at Sr. Andrews and Dundee doth clearly manifeſt , and that 
they have Conſtituted themſelves in a way contrary to the ſtrain 
and tenor of th: As of this Kirk anenr Conſtitution of Aﬀſerablies 
from our firſt Reformation:and if that at St 4nd-etis was no lawy- 
ful Aſſembly of chis Kirk, then the Commiſſion of che Gen. Afſem. 
1650 is ſtill in force, and-need:cd not a new Corfticution,the'Com- 
miffion being ordained to endure in the interva!l, untill the riexe 
free lawfull General! Afembly, and though one half of the Mcm= 
bes appointed on that Commiilion by the General Afſembly 1650 
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have contrary to expreſſc limitations in their Commiſſion agreed on 
the Pub ick Reſolut:ons, and contrary to the eſtabliſhed Order of. 
ths Kirk, procured an unlawful Aflembly to Ratifie their Procee- 
dings, yet there is twile the number of a Quorum of the Members 
of that Commilſtion which have never affented to, nor concurred 
in theſe Publick Reſolutions. The delire of the Proteſters to that 
Mecting at Edi»bnrghyfor not Conſtit»ting of themſelves, and for 
entertaining ofa Conference , was ſhewed by him who hath the 
truſt of the Regiſters of the Kirk, and moſt knowledge thereof, to 
be 8greeable to divers praftices even of lawfull Aſſemblies in this 
Kirk, as in the year 1568, 1569, 1578, 1586, 1591, 1597+ which 
was done at the deſire of Mr. B1air, ard the particulars offered ro 
be inftru&ged. The Writer of this Review may remember what 
ſharp returnes Mr. Blair met with becauſe of his Repeating and 
preſſing theſe things when the Proteſters did remove. As to that 
he ſaith that they were not in a capacity to anſwer the Repreſenta- 
tion of the Proteſters untill they were Conſtituted , I affert, they 
were only in a capacity to anſwer beforeConſticution,and not after 
it ; for queſtions about conſtitution muſt precede, and not fol- 
low after conſtitution ; therefore it was necefary to proteſt 
preſently againſt their wrong Conſtitution, audit was either a 
weak anſwer which many of their Aflembly gave that ad- 
journment ,-or a few dayes would annull all their Commiſſions, 
their being no ſuch limitation or provition in their Commiſ- 
ſions nor any Act of this Kirk to that purpoſe; but if the Conference 
[12d been granted for the ends delired , and bleſſed- of the Lon 
with an agreement in the matrer of rhePropoſitions,there had been 
r.0 great dithculcy to have accorded anent Afſemblies in time com- 
ring. The generality of the Godly was not mentioned in the 
Papers of the Proteſters, without a previous report of godly Mi- 
riſers and Profeſſors from ſeverall parts of the Land, though he 
faith he will not mention of whom the Proteſters learned this, and 
whom in many other things they reſemble , yer the Proteſters are 
not aſhamed of theſe ro whom they were Diſciples in this expreſſi- 
on, and many other things of neceffary uſe in the preſent debares, 
whoſoever ſhal peruſe the Papers of this Kirk in the year 1638 and 
1648 may be abundantly ſatisfied that the Proteſters follow the 
ways and words of theſe who have goae before them in the Work 

of 
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of Reformation. The fifch Argumictit againſt the wnlawfulEngage« 
ment, is founded upon the ſame grourd and expreſſion. Iris ves 
ry like they had offended as much if the Proteſters had uſed the 
words made uſe of 1n the ike caſe by: cur- Predeceſlors againſt the 
courle of DefeRion, which are the equivalent hcreof, viz. The grea- 

relt part of the moſt zezjous: Profeſſors in rhe! Eand' ,Tnoaueſti 
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that was thoughe by many of char corrupt age 8s arrog [ 
to be aſlumed by the Proteſters of theſe dayes againſt the corrupti- 
ons of that time, as this Reviewer thinks the Title of the genera® 
lity of the godly. to. be, when it's uſed by. the preſent. Proteſters. 
The fingular teſtimony which be. giverh ro the Warning and 'De- 
clarition at Dundee (peaks , That the hart a ſingular eſtimation 
thereof in h's heart, above many former Warnings and Declarati« 
ons of this Kitk; 1 defire to know if he can with fo full a mouth, 
and hearty applauſe give ſuch an e#fomizmito the Declaration in 
the year 1648 againſt che unlawful Engagement,let any indifferent 
man read & compare them, wherher contrary ſpirits do not ſpeakin 
theſerwo Declarations. As to the paſſage cited by him in that War 
ning,I Anſwer, Thatthe Proteſters are very far from ſuchways and 
opinions as theMembers of this Kirk atc-exhortedin thav Warning 
tobeware of; Neither their'Profeſſion nor pratice doth hoid forth 
any ſuch ching,as that'they would have aKirk made wp of (uck per 
{ons-only, as do evideuce their Regeneration: they deſire ty beware 
of that extrem upon the one hand;but they-defire alſo to beware of 
another excremeuponthe other; to wit, That a Kirk may lawfiilly 
according to the Word of God'\, bermade up of kaown obſtinats 
Enemies to the Lo & Þ and his Work; and that notorious bloudy 
Rebels who hate to be Reformed rhay bz atmicred.to all*the Or- 
dinances of Clirift in the Church, and preferred in the Staze to chief 
imployments, and-ittroſted with'the defence and preſervation «of 
the Lords lhteteſts and People,norwithſtanding they have been apd: 
ſtill remain wicked enemies to, and perſecuters of the ſame ; there 
isa middle way berwixt theſe-two extremes which che Proteſters 
do hold according rothe Wotd'of God, and the received DoQrine 
of this Kirk for near an hundred years, and eſpecially fince theJare 
Reformation, to which rule the Proteſters do adhere, and do hold 
it their duty to endeavour that they may be obſerved and pracQiſed 
as well as they arc profeſſed, ir _ one of the crying and moſt 
pro- 
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provoling (ins.of this Land, ta make:faig-Profefions buy torfall in 
tho Þratt.cco.\ vg. bh: 1H, 2 2aict gs rong babionot of onam 
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7, Herel they affirm ittheir burden,, and that they, 
.- have no 'detight to: be coxreſtine with any who 
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© 6.7 hn .oninjon; molt-. met have of.che Proteſters. is not 
- m:ich to their diſadvan ta2e,if the grexter number-with- 
in the Land be admired judyes:co Prous men and true Pety,, I fear 
all chat arrive beyond a meer formality, ſhal becongemyed for Hy+ 
pocrites. i would-not, appeal co the generalicy of the: Land .in-che 
matccrof judging whatis:righe and weong in j#7+4,. berw xe thoſe 
thatare fer-the Publick-Roſolucioos and the Proreftets; bur 1 dire 
freely hazard to'the vore of che mayo; ipart inthe.Land che macrer 


of fact which: is che; vhibp .jo contelt berwixerheſe.ghac are for che 


Publick Reſolutions and the Proreſters3j tbr is.0- ſhy;,1 rwwhether 
the Aikmb.y at Dwntlet.and Edinburgh be keepnz.rcheir former 
Princ-ples;' yea, or. not? -It you willask any, even .of the: Mali.;- 
nant; party ( ar le-ſt-all;thac ever, coald-ipgai wich my (cl6;: or; 
hear of, from ,any other, }: chey,; will ;xeli yo4 che. Kirk was wrong, 
before, ut now is become|rigyt-lince' thoKivg came ro Sror lang, 
and theſe who, are moſt gro;cly. prophane .aad wicked in all the, 
Land are now. beco.»e great Zealats, and {tour patriots for the lace 
Afcmbligs, , zhough' betorg:chey: were bacers gf all Kirk: Judica- 
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A&M.) Bled .PROTES TATION. Reviewed: .. wi hn, woo 
A TExt they [peakofa patty ine free, ſcandalous ev it-. 
affefted Miniſters. &c. complying with the times ex. 
preſsing their dif" affegtion-te, 15s Hark af Refarmation, as 
they found opportunity, as tn the time of J\mes Graham, 
4nd the nulawfulliEngagenent, who a0 greater-aduiunta 
the Publick CA ins for bringing im of. Malicuants ? 

plages" of truſt" And whocperetiwingnhey wore hot ubly 'th 
exdiire rryall ard purging,” beganthe liſt year'to lift wp their 
heads, and being encouraged by the'i_Atts and Cehſures uf 
Dundee, haves ftrengrheyed rhem{clveg as Corry pn Pub: 
lickDeterminajions. to their, op ends, {ram whom. (lay they, 
what can be expetted,' put tofayour every eval caurſe, to per- 
ſecute [uch as {cek the Lord in ſincerity. , (upprefſethe powes 
of Goalrneſſe, and oper the-door- of 'the M inkflcay t8ſuch'as 
for Tnfufficiency*(Candadts,” or dif-aff c2Fion ;,* hawebiawhnff 
ty depoled, inYegard Whereof 1 They thing "theft" ii too great 
canje ro make uſe of the Prophets words, Jer.2.3. 14,151 There 
bemanabings here deſerve animadacrſions 
i Is 4hthough we deny; not; hut \that. 19671, 0rder. there 
' 1a be ſomecoutiof Order, as Fudas imengithne Apeſiles, _ 
'Sanl among the Prophets, yet know wenot of any (uch party as 


"they [peak of , nor did [v much as any 'ptrfon of that kinde 
ſooner appear among us, then according tothe meaſurt of his 


offence, . he found the ſeverity of Diſcipline. "It mould be ſeri. 
onſly conſidered, whether or not by this Party, they mean the 
Body of the Mini(tery repreſented at Dundce , whom thus 
they would caſt an odivm upon;but what favenr the Party that 
wastyuly ſuch as they deſcribe,: found '\at that: venerable Aſ- 
ſembly, let their Aids Md Detlarations' ſpeaks whics De- 
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r00 Jong lurked among us and under ſpecious pretexts brouzhs 
therr d:(izn to rhat paſs we nowee. Theſe men ſhould ( accor- 
din; io the common ru't) fir} have purged themſeluts, and 


taken tha bean out of their own eye. 
"PrROrYESTATION Defcnddd. 


' Wiſh the corrupt party amongſt -- che. Miniſtery were as. thin 

. jow2n, as be wonllinfinuat giby celling there was.a F445 a+ 
moag theAvollles, nd a Sawhanongihe Prophets: But the many 
A.t of Ad wilico tor purging,che. M:ailtery by ordinary Judica® 
tories; and b-cauſe of their negligen-e', the Commiſſions appoin- 
red for Viſiration , a'd the great work they had where they 
came , 'Vilications in other parts of the Land , ( where as 
much', if-nac inore work of thit Kinds was to be expected ) 
being intertupred: 'by the troubles 'of the tine , and - other 
trmpedimmancs, the grotle . 1ignorance not only of the People, 
buceven of the Eiders in many Congregations, where their preſeat 
Minitters have beco bviag amongſt chem, ſame tweaty, ſome rhirty 
years. ,, and have not ſa muchas raken pains to inſtruct them in the 
neceſſary. grounds of Religion , together with the negle of Diſct- 
pline during that time, and yet tuch ſuff-red to remain in the Mini- 
ſery , the ſcandals of many Minrſtcrs for drunkennefle and other 
comton vices; topttheriwith cheir godleſs carringe 2x homme and a- 
brond,arc more then abundant proof of wharis allrag<din the Pro - 
reftation. And though this Reviewer is pleaſed to ſay, they knew 
not of any ſuch Party, yet alas it is more palpable ro che mourners 
in. Zion, thea that they need any further proof ehereof, then ro be 
converſant amon=ſt,many of chem bur a very few dayes,and I know 
that ſome who concur with the late Aſſemblies, will nor deny 'r, 
bur T truſt do make conſcience ro mourn for it in ſecrer before the 
Lord. The Proteſtation doth not ſpeak of the Body of che Mini- 
ery, bur acorupt Party which tadicoo great influence at the Aſ- 
fembly in Dw«#dee. . Whereas he referret!) his Readers ro the Acts 
made at Dwndee, to know what favGur the Party that was truly 
ſach, found there,no ſuch Ads are ordinarily to be ſeen, I am ſure, 
.but ſuch as are made agaialt the Proteſters and the Diflcaters _ 
rac 


| (69) 
the Publick Reſolutions are to be readily found in all hands. If the 
thing he meanerh,be the (light AR made againſt the diviſive Suppli- 
cation, what hath followed thereupon for execution lefle ur more ? 
If he mean that the Smpplications of Miniſters formerly depoſed for 
groſſe faults, were not granted, he may remember rhe Politick argu- 
ment uſed at Dxndee , and renewed ar Edinburgh upon the ſame 
occaſion, viz. That it was good to abſtain from preſent reponing 
them, becauſe of che 045wm it wonld bring upon them,and for thar 
Declaration he yet again mentioneth, I have told him it hath been 


anſwered. 
PRoTESTATION Reviewed, 


TT #7true indeed , and truſt the Kirk, of this Nation hath no 

reaſon to repent , that ſhe ſtill bath ſome, who ( during the pre- 
pailing of the Prelats ) were carryed down with the tide of rhe 
timeg@ven to give ſub/eriptions accerding ro the then way of en- 
ir7, and being weighted therewith , de comfort themſelves with 
Paul, that God will be mercifnll unto them in that which they did 
ignorantly,, But for thoſe horrid Oaths they ffrak of, nothing w 
knownbu:tthe common \ubſcription: and if ought concern. the 
Kirk to know more , #t ſhould neither have been [# long concealed 
by th1{e, Who appropriat to themſelves thr ticle of the Godly , nor 
wow revealcd at [nch a time,andin ſuch a way. As for their (ub» 
ſersptions, they were generally known, yet notWirbfanding 'h-re= 
of Were the ſubſcribers ' tven at firſt invited to the Covpe- 
v4u1,a11/ome of chem with the firſt appeared againſt the Service> 
Book, and many of them have not to this day fallen from their 
ftedfaftneſſe neither Were all that h:ve fallen of that unmber,But 
for farther and full clearing of this, ] offer theſe things:1.Some of 
the prime of thetr number, are al/o, if not more yroſſely guilty of 
the ill,chen any of eur:5, 2. There are of onr unmber ten for one 
of theirs, who in that hogr and power of darkneſs bare the heat and 
hard of the day, 3. Scarce twenty of them are yet of {ix years 
ſtanding in the Miniſtery,& but about five only of them Were Mi- 
niſters warn the Nationall Covenant was [ucſcrebed. aeFnd ge- 
nerally all the old Miniſters, and thoſe that were admitred before 
the Epiſcopal encroachments,are for the Aſſembly. 5. Andlaſtly, 
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Would we fpeak of theſe 1 har [uffer en unaer the Prelati, the A/- 


{embly will be fornd to have three for'ity. where one © againſt it, { 
PROTESTATION Pefended- 


V 'Y Hat the Wr ter of this Paper: doth mean by theteome 
| mon ſubſcription, 1 do nor: well know,if by commoa he 
mean that,ro which molt of the -Conformiſts did ſubſcribe, 1-fay, 
that was an ho! rid oath, as doth; appear from the Records'of their 
ſubſcriprions. 1f by common he mean the leſſer oath, and. accompe 
the marter of that oath common ; I ſhall ſer down the true Copy 
both of the greater and;Icfier Ogththe-Gonformiſts did ſubicribe, 
and let the Reader judge, if the lealt of the two may rot be ac- 
compred horrid enevgh for a Minitter of Je(us Chrilt *co ſwear Jr 
his entry to ſuch an holy Callivg: the | greater Ozth fweateth to 
.pracize all the corruptions of the time, agd-mmplcice obedience for 
what ſhould be after.concluded, under the pin of deprivation;tr= 
famic and perjury. The lefſer, Oath ſweareth: ſolemnly ro the pra- 
ice. of the co:ruptions-of the times. and particularly-for- Epiſcopa= 
cy,and the five Articles of Perth,and:what 1hould be lawfuily 665- 
cluded thereafter, by the Church, as- then conſtreured of: Arthbi- 
ſhops, Biſhops, &c. under the pain of depoficipn-and perjury: The 
Proceſtation doth acknowledge, that the Lord was graciovſly plez- 
ſed to give repentance tonota-tew whowererinvolved inthar'de- 
feftion; and concerning .that:which hefuith;, thavit ſhould neirher 
have becn ſo Jong, concea!edgnor. row revealedat ſuch ztimeE;and in 
ſuch a way», +Ic is not long ſince it was made known to theſe who 
have j2yned in the Proteſtation, neither had-it been revealed how, 
unleſle men ſince their ſeeming to repent thereof at rhe .caking; of 
the Nationail. Covenant ., _ .by their after-carriage diſcovered 
their hypocrific. and rottenneſs of their way : beſide, it hath only 
been revealed in the generall,andthe Protciters have not publiſhed 
their names, . Their. ſubſcriptions ( faith he } were generally 
krown , 1 grant their conformity was krown, .but r'ot their ſub- 
ſcriptions,at leaſt, that it was to an Oath,and ſo horrid:#n Oath.” I 
do verily ſuppoſe, and not without grourid, that fome who have 
ſubſcribed,as aforcſaid,have forgotten that the Oath was ſo groſs, 
otherwiſe why would they deny 1t, when the ſubſcription is inRe- 

| cord , 
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cord under their hand ?' He ſaich, ſome of them appeared; with! 
the firſt azaridt the Servie- Book, .]- think few but ſcmi=Papiſts or 
Atheiſts would have willingly emiraced ehat Book, though. fear 
might prevail w th ſome for complyance;but how few of them ap= 


pcarcd at ficſt agiioſt Epiſcopacy,and the five Art.cles of Perth, toy 


which chcy had ſworn? ' He offers five. things to clear the -matcer; 
further, bur ewo of them are coincidetix. As to the firft, for ary 
thing 1 know or can learn , he can inſtance but one of che number 
of Proretters who complycd with the Preiare, which hath be:n 
mart :r of humiliation, and a mean ſantified of the Lord to fit him 
dhe:more for opppoling theſe and the hke | conruptions ; be hath 
now for fifteen years given large proof of the ſincerity of his re= 
pentance, and hach-beenvery utcfull in his ſtation, for promocing 
the Work of Reforwation, beyond others, of whom more wa: cx- 
pecte1. . And as for tbe number of thoſr that. ſtand for the Pub» 
bck Reſolutions, who ſubſcribed Oac!'s,or at leaſt practiſe d th» cor- 
ruptions of thir txme , he will fade their numer no tim Ulcer then 
ſome hundreds. The ſecond thing which he propones to confide= 
ration,is: coincidetit wich the fifth, for. ;who did bear che hear; and 
ba d of che day in that hour and power of darkneſs, but theſe who 
ſ{uff- ed und:r'the Prelats/'; yet in the ſecond he ſaich, that theſe 
of their nu-nber were ten for one with theie that are Proceſters; 
but upon better conſideration in the fifth hc falls down to three for 
one, aid chough he had. ſa'd onely,thar their number which ſuffe> 
red under the. Prelars was equuaHl ro the number, of! P: orcſters- that 
ſuffered;he thould upon a Juſt compuration, have found difficulty 
to make it, good; - byr becaule he is accutto- ned to ſpeak big words, 
I ſhall pats chis.as a brag co beguile ſimple Readers, though 4 think 
I might:ſay,tho ſuff. rings of the Proteſters were greater ; but ble(- 
ſed be the Lord for che faichfulneſſe of all chat ſuffered. As: ro the 
third, I do fo far diff-r from him in my computation, and (1 ſup- 
poſer)! I'know the Protyſters near as well as hezthar I can fcarcely 
fiat twentyof chem under. fix, years! ftanding;.in, the ,Min'ſtery, 
which then coacurred-in che; Prorettafioas theogh' blefled -be the 
Lord"ibrir number incy:aſ4th, It: he can help my memory in two 
or three. chat will be the moſt, he,ſwith,that a>our five of them ons, 
ly were Magiſters when the 'Nationall Covenant was ſibſcrived, 
Which is about fifteen years ſince, T can find him about five times 
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five, who were then Miniſters, that joyn ir the Protcftation; and 
there be diverſe more who are unſatisfied with the Publick Reſo» 
lutions, though they adhere nor to the Proteſtation. And what 
oreat advantage is this,1 pray you,that he ſo carneſtly hunts after ? 
Whether is it more'commendation for ſeverall of the Proteſters 
that were ready to have entered into the Miniſtery, to forbear to 
enter, by ſubicribing to ſuch ſiofull Oaths ; or for many of theſe 
that are for the Publick Reſolutions , that they entered by ſuch a 
corrupt way, and ſe were Miniſters when the National Covenant 
was ſubſcribed 2 would this argument have any weight with ju- 
dicious men againit Mr.Geerge Gulleſpics teſtimonies for the Cauſe 
of God,becaulſe he entered not into the Miniſtcry till after the Re+ 
formacion began. 4. He faith, that generally all the old Miniſters 
and theſe that were admitted before the Epiſcopall encroachments, 
are for the Aſſembly. The defeRion began in 1597.and upon King 
Zames his entry to England, (which is about fifcy years ſince) the 
Epiſcopall incroachments began, and all oppoſers of the defection 
were diſcountenanced,and ſuch as were for it,favoured and encou- 
raged by the King,State, Biſhops, and corrupt Aſſemblies : for my 
own part, I know few that can be of that ſtanding in the Miniſtery, 
butI know ſome who have been about that time in the roomofthe 
Miniſtery,who are not long fince depoſed for inſufficiencicand ſcan- 
dals,and like enough there be more of that ſort. Tet this Reviewer 
do the worſt he can to caſt aſperſions and reproaches upon the Pio- 
teſters, I do believe that in no time of the defe@ion of the Aﬀetn= 
blies of this Kirk,there can be produced ſo preat a number of faith» 
full witneſſes that advenfured to give in Proteſtations agtinſt the 
corruprions of the time ; and theſe on either hand alſo. This is to 
me a token for good unto the Land from the Lord, to whom zlone 
the praiſe is due. FT Fel 300 book -d35: 
T he greater Oath. I  , 
Cx E by thir p*feſenty, ſolemnly 
ef ſwear , and faithfully promiſe to obſerve kndfulfill the 
« Articles and Conditions f6{lowing ; ' they are to ſay, Tt v 
« 7, That we ſhall be leill and true to our moſt gracious Sove- 
&« raign the Kings Majeſty and his Highnefe ſucceffours,and to our 
&« power ſhall maintain his Highnes right and prerogative in Cauſes 
*« Ecckſiaſtick. 2 6 
| 2+That 
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&«.. 2c. Thatweſhall bendalcdtirone @rdmary the Archbiſhop 
«and to all other our Superiours in the Church, {peak of them re- 
&« yerendly,ard in all our privat andPublick Prayers,commend them 
& 2nd their Eſtate to Gods mercifyll. protection. 
« 3,That we ſhall in all places by conterences,and where we have 
« 6cca(idin in publick preaching, .maintain the:preſ. nt Government 
« of the Church and Juriſdiction\Epiſcopall ,, and ſhall by reagtng 
© be carefuil to inform our ſelves of -the true and lawfull grouuds 
«© thereof, to the end we may ſtand for the ſame agairſt the adver» 
« ſaries.oppoſers of che ſame. | RT. 
& : 4; That we ſhall be diligert:to.our power in the duties of our 
&« Calling by reſidence with wur flock, , and not d.vett there-from 
& withour liceuce of our Ordinary the Archbiſhop. —=—_ | 
& 5, That weſhall ſtudy to advance the Eſtate of the Church in 
& #enerall,and particulatly the,citate of the Church of _ | 
&« whereto we are to be admitted and received, in all the,profits and, 
& commodities thir potlibly we can. 
& Andlaſtly,thac we ſhall ive peaccable Miniſters in the Church, 
& ſub;ecting our ſclves to the orders thai therein are, or ſhall be e&= 
*ſtabliſhed ; and by all meansthat we can uſe, procure, others £ 
& the due reverence of the ſame ; which thing if we.thalbcontya 
&« yeen-( as. God forbid ) weare content upon tryall and cognition, 
&© taken by: our ſaid Ordinary, without all reclamation or gainſay- 
&« ing,to be deprived, of opr Miniſtery, and be reputed and held'in-+ 
©famous and: perjured, perſons for ever.» Subſcribed; with our: 
< hands at _. - EB 
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T he lefſer Oath, | 
& [ | | now to be admitted to the ho- 
«. 2. ly funttion of the Miniſtery,do-faithfully promiſe, andby my. 
« oreat Oath ſol:mnly ſwear , That: I ſhall be. obedient to all the, 
& Aft and Conflitutions of the Church, made and agrecd,upon in__ 
&© the by- paſt Generall Aſſemblies , or that hereafter ſhall;be law- 
& fully concluded,and particularly to the Acts concluded. at De th + 
© in the Generali Aſſembly which was kept there in the moneth of 
« eAugrnſt 1618. And if I ſhall fail in the performance of this my 

« Oath and Promiſe, I am content that upon the tryall thereof 1 be 


« {epoſed as perjured and unworthy to bear any Function in the 
6 K © Kirk. 
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©Kirk. Tn witneſſe whereof I have ſubſcribed thir preſents With 
© my hand, . 


PROTESTATION Reviewed. 


A S for any who by word or deed at any time appeared againſs _ 
the late Reformation, they till found [e little patreciny from 
theje who are no\v Aſembly-Aen , that I am ſure, if We forwld 
ſerve the Proteſters with the like meaſure , for tran/gre/110ns of 
the like narnre and perhaps greater,they wenld cry out of cruelty 
and perſecution. As for the Epithers they give that Party : 7 
Confeſſe, ill enough canne; be done to, let beſpoke, of men who are 
truly [ch as they deſcribe ; But we d:(iderate h:re both charity 
and prudence; at ſuch a time,and in ſuch a Way, to ing filth upor 
the faces of their Brethren, and that( for ought yet ſeen or known) 


moſt unjufuly, 
PROTESTATION Defended, 


F theſe who appeared againſt Reformation by word or deed had: 

found ſo litt'e patroc'ny with the late Aſlembly- men , many of 
them had been ſmall friends to themſelves,as is too well known,not 
onely to their nearelt neighbours, bur to theſe that live at a good 
diſtance from them. And why d d the Ytoderator of their late 
Afembly tell chem, thar che depoſ-d Minitters both thought and 
ſaid,thry had many good friends amongſt them ? The Proteſters / 
were never accomped guilty of that fanit , and himſclf afterward 
challeng<eh them for being oFa rigid purgivg humor, ſo I know 
not what trarſgrefſions of the like natarc he hach to charge them 
with. Hegrants in h s fourth Ovfervation, that the epithets nay 
be app:yed if the Party were ſuch as 1+ deſcribed , when he ſhall ſe- 
riouſly contider what hath been ſaid for evidence thereof , he may 
perhaps change his judgment about them, or at laſt , not defend 
them ſo contidently. ls 
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 PrROTESTATION Reviewed. 


. \ Malignant party, to places of power and truſt, and bea- 
ring. dewn [uch as haa been ſtreight in the Cauſe, ſtirring up 
the Cruil Magiſirate againſt them, and ſub;eiting the liverty 
of the Ward in the mouth of  I1iſls imbaſſadars, for reproof 
of ſin,to the immediate judicial com ance, refiraint _ cen« 


ſure of the Civil Maziſtr ate, will appear 4 maſſe of malicious” 


reproaches, by ſhortly ſetting down the reve ſtories related to x 
But I wuſl fir it tell that the odicus term M alicnant doth net 
a= tain to them, whe having [atisfied ſor their offences of 
that kind,according te the Gratr preſcribed by theſe mens own 
aſſent and advice, keep themſeives free from new out -break- 
ings of that ab;ured iniquity ; And if we walk not according 
to thr rule,many of them will be ;&rced 10 hear, what for the 
preſent I purpoſe not to ſpeak, And next adde, That all the 
birds of their feather were not ſo trets ht in the Canſe,as they 
-would ſeem to inſinuate here: And on the other part, ſome, 
whom they term Malignants here, have given unqueſtiened 
evidence of their affest1on ts, and are ſtill (uſfering for that 
Cauſe, Now, t/e Stories related to,arc theſe tma, The one (0 
well known that we need no more but remember how,when,and 
upen what pinck of neceſſity, (which themſelves know how it 
came) the Commiſiton of the Kirk being enquired by the'State, 
: who might be employed for the neceſſary defence of the Coun- 
try at ſuch a time: The Commiſsionof the Kirk gave that An- 
{wer which their duty to GOD, their Mother - Kirk, Native 
. Country, andthe Proteſtant Intereſt,extorted from them, and 
. which all Nations and Incorporations what ſoever ,will, a1.d ao 
. allow and pradtiſe in ſuch a caſe. Butthat People may rightly 
judge of it, for it is orainarily miſ-repreſentcd, we deſire them 
foget, and ponder the Commiſſions own Papers.. The other 
| K 2 Story 
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(6) 
Story i ſhortly (in ſo far as it is moſt material) thus . It being 
repreſented by the Committee of :Bſhaes v6 the Commiſsion of 
th: Kirk what hazard the Garriſon of Sterlin was in,by thei 
Miniſters there preaching, and atherwaitsdealing, they wile 
17nificed how they behoved to take ſome courſe for ſecnringthe 
ame-the Conmiſsion deſired their Lordſhips, that they woutd 
net meddle with the matter,till they had firſt dealt with they. 
and returned their report of the Iſſue, which being aſſented is, 
the Commiſsion wrote for thews to'St, Andrews, 'wherethey 
me: with them; and when by conference theywonld not receive 
ſ<tis[attion; began to entreat them firſt to give aſſurance; that 
thry wonld'net obſtruct the Levies butthis they refuſed : Ther- 
after, that they woull be pleaſed (for Peace (ak) to withiraw 
for 4 ſeaſon from Sterlin,and they would provide their places, 
bas this they 4iſorefuſed;a/thouzh Mr. Blair then (ay Purently 
4 dyinz ) did zravely obieſt them, both for the one andthe s> 
ther ., which bring repreſented to the Committee of Eſtates, 
and they - thereafter informed , how tho'e Miniſters contt» 
nued in their former practice, they wroe for them 0uce, and 
Az ain cto come to Perth ; But ere they came "the maſk part bf 
the Committee beins removed to the North) they wha romas- 
ned. deſired th:m to ſtay at Perth or Dundee, till the reſt 
{bauld return. ail 1 which they proteſted in very highterms, 
as encroaching upan'tthe  Miniftry,cxc, "By the time the veſt 
returned the Parliament did ſit, who deſired the Fudsment of 
the Commiſiron, whether #r not the Committee of Eſtates ha 
made any excroxchment apon the Miniſtry ani Government of 
this Kirk,, by detaiving theſe Miniſters, 'and give their ad- 
vice what courſe the Parliament ſhould tate in yelation to 
them, for (ecurins the Gavriſon of Sterlin', the ſamme of the 
Anſwer thereto wes The Brethrea wiz ht lawflly proteſt, thr 
nothing 'be dont” prejudicial to the Libedties of the Kiſs" S bar 
that they did et ſee that the'Commitree of Eſtates hateneroa- 
ched thercon,by that which they had done + andthat they could 
B give 


97) TOES: 
give noudvicets their Loraſhips, the ſeonriny #f# Garriſon 


being «Thing mt competent 'to them.” + After which, (ome of 


thoſe Miniſters friends emreattd ſync of the'Commiſsr0n, to 
deal with the Parliament to Itt their Brethres 0 hom, under - 
takin? for them that they ſhogld not further offend , which the 
Brethren of he Commiſsion did, engaging ihemſelues 10 be 
-an{merable for their carriage';, whereupon they. were preſently 
deſmiſſed;' This being the true Story,let any judge of thetruth 
of rhe fermer Calummies, = pf OFT = « Et] | : Moan 
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TJ Wo things he detiies/and ſajth they are.malicious reoroaches : 
'T i firſt is, the in*britging of the Maligtiant party to Places,of 
power-antd ttbft-;"one while he plesds,thelr repencance; and would 
hive them to/b&n& Malignants that haYemade 4Fiſhion of fepen- 
ranice, withour dny evidences, 'yea;there were contraty evidences in 
their ſpeeches and'a@ions : andthet while he pleads receflity for ir, 
and faith, the-Proreſters kiow how it'came ; whictis. xrueindeed, 
rhough nor pethaps itrhis ſenſe ® Thev 00 well KiowFrom ſad ex- 
pericnce, how that neteſfity wasplocred and contrividat the Hague 
and Bredah in Holtand,and how the defign.was driveh on,in Court, 
State and KirK'in Scot and,all otherineceifities were bye pretended; 
and whar necefiity is that, which thotild make a People, confedera> 
ted with God ina foleran Covenant;to g've'upthe Lords Coverian- 
ted Tnfereſts and People; to the polver of his and their A\:ri-Cove- 
nanted'Enemies, whaſe hands-have-been, more then or ce, imbrued 
in their blood. - Then he' referreth to the Commilfions Papers, fot 
furcher ſatisfaction 3'but theſe have 'beerr Tuffiticntly arſivered by 
former Papers, 'to-which no'Reply hath been given. * Td inthe 
Commiſſions largt'Paper, *ih anſwer ro'the King arid Parliament, 
concerning the Miniſters of Srerliv, this Defence of their Anſwer 
to the Parliaments Quzre, which is brought forth by-chem ; with 
confident words,as dn'undeniable Argument, Either che Maliphnancs 
will fatisfie, 'or not fatisfie ; if they farisfig; rhenthey no? bead: 
mitted to'the Covenant and Ordinances, :and'if tg,chee, "then they 
may beadmitred to fight for Religion, King and Country-&c. If 
- they 
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. they ſatisfie not, then they are to be Excommunicated ;. and by the 
;Publick Rejolytions Exconmanicated, perſons iare; excepted from 
betng employed. The. Vindrcacion, of chair, Atlembly hath another 
*Abſiver, that the Publ:ick Retolutions were, nmderer minars jurir,as 
to 23y former Aſſembly, Where firſt I defire it to be obſerved, 

how oe Defence int:rferre th with anjocher. What a ſad buſineſs 
''s her#?: ſome few'Members of the Commiſſion without advertif- 
\ment-ſcnr to others, doar the defite of the'Stare, determine a'mat- 
ter of Doctrine w th great precipitation ; contrary to received and 
known-prirciples : and then they ſtraimtheir wits to deviſe ſeveral 
ſorts of Argumerts to maintain the ſame. (1 ) What a ſtrange con- 
verſion is here of, Thouſands, all,on a.ſfuddgn,fpllpwing upon an AR 

of Parliament ? bcſtowing places, though juſt now , many of them 

were in Arms againſt Religion and their Country , aud others on 
"their way to joyn with them, , The State firſt nominates Malignant 
;Officers,and then they come tg, make; a barg (hey. of repentance. be- 
fore che Commiſion of the, Kirkg2nd they aceops its, (2) Obſerve, 
that iris not true which is alleaged,for F/ ferce of the Commillion, 
that they preſcribed good Rules, but the State tranſgrefled them; 

for according to the Commiſſions dilemma, brought tro maintain 

thejr Reſoluxions, the State d:d-nor tranſgeels the jymits preſcribed! 
When they nominated -perforns not. yer Excommuynicated; for ſairh 
the Commiſſion, If they ſatisfie:nor, they jt Excommunica- 

ted, and ſo are excluded ; and to fay the truth, the: State could not 

think that che Commiition judged any to be-obſtinate cuemies , or 
rotorioully fAlagitious, who neither were Excammuyn'cated;nor un+ 
der p-ocel3.of Excommunicztion 3. and fo the Commiſtioners of che 
Kirk were chicf inthe Tranſgreilion,. for they did not Excommunt 
cate any one Malignant ia Sc9:{ard, bur ſhortly after their Apſwer 

did relax from Excommuaication. a chief Malignant, who had,bcen 
Excommunicared. a little before:,cheir-Agſwer ,, for,being: a Ring- 
leader of a preſent Rebellion. (3 ) How contrary,is that :to former 
Principles, to reaſon from:mens being admired to Repentance, to 
their Employment in Places of Truſt (for thats the rhing complai- 
ned of in;the Proteſtation , . and antwered by this Reviewer). the 
Atts of Alſembly 1648. 1649. and:1659; and Dgclarations vf the 
Commillions of the Kirk, ſpeak expreſly agaiaſt employipg of Mar 
lignants, notwithſtanding any outward ſatisfaction : Is not jb ſo- 
| emn 
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lemin Acknowledgment of our Ne fin, in employing Malignants, 
made'particularly 46 relation to the emipidying thole who kad given 
fatisfaRion to the K'rk? for none were employed in places cf power 
#nd authoricy bur ſuch as had firſt ſatizfied rhe Kirk. Doth not 
the Aſlembly 1649. expreſly d:ſtirguith betwixt Admiſſion of Ma- 
fgnants to Repentance,and their Admithon'to Truſt ; ,which, cven 
in Kirk Seflions, is diſcharged without expreſs warrant of Afem- 
bly > And then (4) As co their Repeatance, , How few of the 
reat mulritudes admired, were'received , accord:ng tothe Ocder 
preſcribed in the General Alembly at Glaſgow, and: the General 
Aſſembly 1649 ? Upon Evidences, it was in the judgment of mary 
judicious and pious men, the very Capce-ſtone of that DefeRion, 
that the Lords Ordinances were made to fcrve the corrupt ends aad 
deſigns of men, and the n-ocking of Repcritance, made a patcnt 
way to Truft and Preferment : Whar better was it, then if the 
Prieſts of old had adm:tred Lepers into the Lords Houſe, ard then 
to excuſe themſelves, had pronounced them all to be c/ean when the 
Leprofic had ſpcung up and ſpread in their bald-head ; that certains, 
ly ſhovld be accompred a double guilt, As for thoſe, which he 
ſaith, arc free from new out-breakingg, all that I know of that kind, 


will hardly exceed (that which we cquld.only. call) a perfe&t num- 


ber, their Repentance is very rare; it is t00 wavifeſt that many of 
them have,iccording to their murable principles, gore from one ex- 
zream'to another. For his boaſts of what he caii, ſp-als, of ary. of 


che Proteſters,they fear him not,,, only let him ſpeak no.more. here+, 


after 'then he c:in make good ; which is the beſt way to bring him+ 
ſelf 'nto credit again» LEED | 

The other thing which he denyecth in this place, is, The ſubjeRing 
of the liberty of the Word 1a the a0th, of Chrilts Embaſſadors, to 


the immediate judicial cognizance, reſtraint xnd ccnſure of the Civil 


Mag trate. This'is fo fully cleared in the Review of the. Vindicari « 


on, as I need, ſay nothing 1n anſwer to the Relation. here made,only 
] obſerve this dff:rence berwixt theVindication and this Reviewer, 


that.the Vindicition denieth that the Magiſtrate conflaed the Mi- 


nifters of Szerlin, being ſtirred up thereunto by the Commiſſioners | 


of the Aſſembly ; and the Writer of this Paper, to avn:d the infe- 
rence that may be made upon the Magiſtrates judgingthem 12 pri- 
4a inſt antia, (aith, That the Magiſtrate did conveen thei uvon a 

Re- 
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Repreſentation made by. the Commiſſipners.co, the Committee of 
Eſtates,” buytic kioweth char.cheCommulſlian gighe/ Kirk had paſ- 
ſed no judgment 268inſt theſe Miniſters , nor indeed could. they, 
walking within the. bounds of their Commiſlion,, yer did they ap- 
prove che Þ; oceedings of the State, without ſo much ag hearing the 
Defence of theſe Miniſters, though prefent in the, ſame;town where 
they were ſitting. 24 | 


PROTES TATION Reviewed. 


S for their purging humor, Which, time, with theſe ſad diſ- 
A pen{ations, might bave purged out of them; \but belike 5t 
Wil never leave them; We grant indeed, the Kirkyhnuld beicare- 
ful to purge ont the old Leaven. All our Queſtion , ancut the 
manner how: Ard I ſhall deſire them in the fear of Ged, to con- 
frder whether their pratiſe in thu hath been in_cvery thing ſqua- 
red re the ApeFHes, Ryiles, 1 Tim.$ 19, Tit. 5.10. Gal 6, fad; 22. 
23. And Whether or net thcy made it a pelitick ſcrew, to Wind 
therh[elves unto all places, of power ayd Antherity,Civil and Ecc{e- 
ſlaftical, aud's mean of revenge, exercing it uncharitably and r= 
ſeaſevably."' is = Ty 
| - PROTESTATION Defended, 


Ow offenſive muſt this needs be both; in the ears. of God-apg;: 
good men, that one who, pretends to þe a, Patron of an-A(- 
ſembly of che Kirk,ſhouJd fo publickly and ſcorr.fujly reproach; that 
necellgry and covenanted duty which che Afemblies.of cheKirk and - 
their Commutlion, in their. Declarations, Warnings, and Remon- 
ſtrances, above the number of, Twenty, have preſſed upon the Par-- 
liament and Committee of Eftates,from the Ong of God and our + 
Covenants, as they would avoid the Lords eternal wrath on chem- 
ſclves,and a curſe n70n the Land, and ſtill chalkoged them as nep- 
ſizent and defeCtive ; in all wh ch the men of moſt deſerved eſtima- 
tion in their Aſiemblies had a very great hand - The Cauſes of Hy- 
miliation preſented 'to the State before Dambar,ar Leith, and the 
Cauſes after D#mbar at Sterlin, ſh:w and acknuwledge, thenot- 
purging the Judicatories and Armies , according to our Vows and 
Profetltons to be a great cauſe of the Lords wrath upon the Land ; 
| | afrer- 
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afterward he would ſeem not altogether to condemn the duty, and 
would ſtate the difterence upon che manner , and by the words he 
ſpeaks and texts hinterh,he ſeems to defiderat juſtice,pruderce,cha- 
rity, and what not ? Ic would pleaſeſuch a Maſter far bctter.to fit 
idle then to work ; but ſuch, to whoſe hearts the Lord hath made 
the language.of-His Words to ſpeak , though they do read'ly ac- 
knowledge a great mixture of humane infirwitics in their perfor- 
mance of all duties, yet they are ſo far from thoughts, of repentirg 
what they have done in that matter, as they deſire to mourn before 
the Lord hat the work of purgirg hath bcen ſo much lighted in 
all Judicatorics both Eccleſiaſtical and Civil; Sometime he under- 
values the Proteſters as a company of young men of ſmall accompr; 
and at other times he holds them forth as rea who had a great 
ſway in Judicatories of Kirk and State. He ſairh, Purging was 
made a politick ſcrew, to wind into Power azd Authority in Kirk 
and State. To which Lanſwer in his own words, That ſach hai- 
nous accuſations muſt not be taken upon truſt, when nothing ts ſaid 
to make them appear ; eſpecially when they are ſpoken by a per- 
ſorr who takes more pleaſure to reproach then to reaſon. I am ſure 
if it was before acceptable in Judicatories ro ſpeak for purging, it is 
now mcre acceptable to-ſpezk againſt it, and I think I may in the 

ear of the Lord , deſire good men who were very induſtrious and 
zc: lous for purging the Houſe of God, the Judicatories and Ar- 
mies, and now are engaged in the way of the Publick Reſolutions, 
to conſider the boldneſs of this man ( whom they do well enough 
know )and either to take with the thing he charges upon their for- 
mer aQtings, and to let the world know that then they were wrong, 
but now are right, together with the Reaſons of their change , or 
elſe to be ſenſible of their lifting up the head of ſuch men ,by decli- 
nipg to their way, and to remember whence they are fallen, and to 
repent. 
| PROTESTASION Reviewed, * 


S for any power in any tocarry Publick Determinations, to 

any Wrong ends, We can, and de bleſs God, the contraty. is 
known to be true , andall the eAſſemblies Determinations {, eah. 
the ſame language to the whole World, yea, I hope to their conſci- 
ences alſe, when the beat of their paſſions n1 a little allayed;, 
L PRc- 
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Repreſentarion made by the Commilhpyereca. the Commireraot 
Eftates,- bupte kirowerh, chat.che Commullian gf ghe/Kirk had paſ- 
ſed no judpment a8Hnſtcheſe Miniſters , nor indeed could: they, 
walking within the.bounds of their Commillion,;. yer did they ap- 
prove the P:occedings of the State, without ſo much ag hearing the 
Defence of theſe Miniſters, though prefent 1a the ſame;towa nyhere 


they were fitting. © jt | 
PROT ESTATION, Reviewed. 


he for their parging humor, which, time, with theſe. ſad diſ- 
= pen{ations, mi ht bave purged out. of them; \bigt beltke 3t 
will never leave them; We grant indeed, the Kirkyhnuld beicare- 
ful to purge ont the old Leaven, All our Queſtion , anent the 
manner how: Ard TI ſhall deſire them in the fear of God, to. con-, 
foder whether #beir prattife 111 bu hath been 18. cvery thing ſqua- 
red re the ApeFHes Riſes, 1 Timh.5 019+ Tit. 5.10. Gal 6.1. Jad; 22. 
23.) And Whether or net rhcy made it a pelitick ſcrew, 10. Wind 
rherhſelves#nto all places of power ayd Anthaerity,Civil and 'Eccle- 
finftical, nud'u mean of revenge, exercing it uncharitably and tt- 
nf 1% PROTESTATION Defonded, 
Ow offenſive mult this needs be both; in the ears. of God ang; 
Þ 200d men, that one who pretends £0.ÞC a, Patton of .an:A(- 
ſembly of the Kirk,ſhould fo publickly and ſcorr.fully reproach;thaf 
necefary and covenanted dury which the Afemblies.of cheKirk and : 
their Commitſion, in their. Declarations, Warnings, and Remon- 
ſtances, abeve the number of, Twenty, have preſſed upon the Par-- 
lixment and'Committee of Eftates,from the Word of God and our, : 
Covenants, as they would/avoid the Lords eternal wrath on chem- 
ſclves;and a curſe non the Land, and ſtill chalknged. them as neg- 
lizent and defective ;1n all wh ch the men of moſt deſerved eſtima- 
tion in their Aflemblies had a very great hands ; The.Cauſes'of Hy- 
miliation preſentedto the State before Dumvar,ar Leith, and the 
Cauſes after D#mbar at Sterlin, ſhew and acknowledge, thenot- 
purging the Judicatories and Armies , according. to our Vows and 
Profetlions to be'a great cauſe of the Lords wrath upon the Land ; 
. Ss | : after - 
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afterward he would ſcem not altogether to condemn the dnty, and 
would ſtate the difterence upsn che manner , and by the words he 
ſpeaks and texts hinterh,he ſeems to defiderat juſtice,pruderce,cha- 
rity, and what not ? It would pleaſeſuch a Maſter far bctter.to ft 
idle chen to work ; but ſuch, to whoſe hearts the Lord hath made 
the Janguage.of:His Words to ſpeak , though they do read ly ac- 
knowledge a great mixture of humane infirwitics in their perfor- 
mance of all duties, yet they ate ſo far from thoughts, of repentirg 
what they have done in that matter, as they deſire to mourn before 
the Lord ihat the work of purgirg hath bcen ſo much lighted in 
all Judicatorics both Eccleſiaſtical and Civil: Sometime he under- 
values the Proteſters as a company of young men of ſmall accompt, 
and at other times he holds them forth as rea who had a great 
ſway in Judicatories of Kirk and State. He ſaith, Purging was 
made a politick ſcrew, to wind into Power and Authority in Kirk 
and State. To which Lanſwer in his own words, That ſach hai- 
nous accuſations muſt not bc taken upon truſt, When nothing is ſaid 
to make them appear ; eſpecially when they are ſpoken by a per- 
ſorr who takes more pleaſure to reproach then to reaſon. I am ſure 
if it was before acceptable in Judicatories ro ſpeak for purging, it is 
now mere acceptable ro-ſpezk againſt it, and I think I may in the 
fear of the Lord , deſire good men who were very induſtrious and 
zc: lous for purging the Houſe of God, the Judicatories and Ar- 
mies, and now are engaged in the way of the Publick Reſolutions, 
to conſider the boldneſs of this man ( whom they do well enough 
know )and either to take with the thing he charges upon their for- 
mer a&tings, and to let the world know that then they were wrong, 
but now are right, together with the Reaſons of their change , or 
elſe to be ſenſible of their lifring.up the head of ſuch men ,by decli- 
ning to their way, ard to remember whence they are fallen, and to 
repent. 
. PROTESTAS1ON Reviewed. * 


| A® for any power in axy tocarry Publick Determinations to 
ary Wrong ends, We can, and de bleſs God, the contrary. is 

kyown to betrue , andall the Aſſemblies Determinations 5, eah. 
the ſame language tothe whole World, yea, I hope to their conſci- 
ences alſs, whey the heat of their paſſions #1 a little allayeds. 
E PRc- 
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1 © PROYESTATION Defended, '- |; 1, 


\ He Atts made in their Aſſembly at D under and at Edinburgh 
ao1jnſt faithful Miniſters, Elders and Expetanrs, {from which 
Tome of beſt eſteem diſſented) do evidence, That Publick Determi- 
nations ace carried ro wrong ends ; which made a worthy Brother, 
(a Member of the late Aﬀſembly at Edinburgh ) gravely to tell them 
when theſe ARts and Overtures yatſed, That the words of the Pro- 
phert cab againit the Prophets in his dayes, might be applied to 
them, chap. 3- Ver. 5, They bite with their teeth, and'try, Peace, 
He faith, That the Aﬀſembvlies Dzterminations ſpeak the ſame [1n- 
guage ; thei: late Aſſembly at Edinburgh ſpeaks the ſame languaze 
with that of Dunare , but neither of them ſpeak the language of 
former Aſſemblies ſince our Reformation,as the Papers ſent to them 
from the Keeper of the Regiſters of the Afſembly(wh'ch they refu- 
ſed to reade) do fully ſhew- Their language is che fame wich that of 
the Pariizament and Commirtce of Eſtates 1648. pleading for the 
Unlawfal-Engagemeat : It doth alſo well agree with the King3 
Declarations, acd the Oxfordiar iDottors Arguments from the 
lighr of Nature and pract ſe'of Nations,for employing Papiſts to de- 
fend his Perſon and che Proteſtant Rel gion, as their Arguments are 
for bringing in Maligiants to defend the work of Reformation,3nd 
the Proteiters language is the ſame with the Declaration and An- 
'ſwer of the Commiition of the Kirk and General Alſembly 1 648. 
and theRep!y made in the year 1642. whereby it doth appear 
whoſe word is yea and nay, 2 Cor.1.17;19- and who Walks is the 
ſame fteps, and inthe ſame Spirit, 2 Cor. 12.18, and who build a- 
gain what they deftroyed, and make themſelues tranſgreſors'; 'and 
4 whocondemn themſelves in thas which they allaw. Rom: 142 8 


PROTESEATION Reviewed. 


JF IV0? the folletving words, which are of the ſtamp with rh fofiger, 
Þþ 1 ſhall only ads, 1. What mea[{ure every one'that comerh hot vp 
their full length may expect of them, if their former altings had 
. not {ufficiently cleared their preſent expreſſions put out of al doybr, 
2+ It 18:not one of the charatteriftical properties of the Godly, tobe 
="! | ofr 
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oftafſuning that Title. 3. Such. hainous accuſations muſt not be 
taken upon truſt. ,, When nonght is ſaid to make them appear, 
4. 1 hbelieve,the Aſſembly knoweth of none received to the Mini- 
ſtery,but accoraing to the Publick Order and when ug ht ſhall af- 
pear tethe contrary, will take ſuch courſe therewith as in juſtice 
accordeath. PL FORGED <1 £ 


PROTESTATION Defended, 


O the firſt T anſwer, that he.doth-well co grart, that the pre- 

ſent expreſſions and former actings of thePrortcſters do agree, 
the like cannot be faid of all that are for the Publick Reſolvrions, 
though ic be too true of many of them, the Proteſters ate indeed for 
purging out allinfutficient, ſcandalous & il-affeed but that is very | 
far from judging ſuch as.come nor up the full-lengt h'thar-rhey. de+: 
ſire;he knoweth what mcaſure faithful Miniſters andProfeſiors.got 
in their Acts at Daxace, and he may remember his owe intimation.. 
page 5. of a necellity to hold-them as Heathens and Publicans. To- 
che ſecond. I ſay,that they do neither often aſſume, nor at ail appro» 
priati (as he faith el{where) thertitieof Godly ro themſelves, the; 
ſubſcribers.of the Proteſtation -are ſpeaking: of others «to-whems 
theſe of beſt accomprt in their Afemblies, will not deny the teſtimo- 
ny of godlinefle'.; and yet-when-they are reproached and condem- 
ned,they may even concerning themſclves , uſe. ſome freedom in 
their Vindication,for which there be diverſe examples in Scripture. 
To the third, ſeeing that Aſſemblyrtowhich the Proteſtation was 
preſented, accompt themſelves a } udicatory, why did they not ac- 
knowledge the relevarciciof the ground*,and then they right h 
deſired the:Proteſters to prove them |,  wherein'if they had fa, 
the Aflembly;had the greater advartage ,' but chey'wwere;loath to 
put the buſinefſe upon that ifſue. To the fourth,'I deſire himi to 
confider-what-Mr.fohn Knox {a'd to -the Councell vf England, 
when they challenged him for d9ing contrary to the Publ ck order, 
his reaſon w3s {ſaid he } decauſe:their Publick order 'was contrary 
to Chriſt's orders And fo is:their Publick orderat' Daxdce contiay 
to the firſt good old conſtant order of this Kirk, ſtabliſhed accord- 
ing to the Word of God, which was to be very watchfu)l in admiſ- 
fion of Miniſters, as appearcth by Mr. Key his. laſt Letter to'! che 
4 L 2 Gene ral. 
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Generall Afembly, a litle-before his death... But doth not the Wris - 
ter of this Paper know:, that ſome depoſed” Miniſters are admits. | 
ted contrary to publick Order of the Aſſembly: 1649, and 1650, in- 
ſeveral! places, and particularly within the Synod of Tividate and 
AAers? T b:licve he 1s not ignorant of it, and-howevery Iam ſure. 
4 great part , if not the molt part of the Aſſembly did know itz: and: 
the whole Aﬀembiy might have known it, if they did examine Sy- 
nod-Books and their Proceedings. 


PROTESTATION Reviciyed. 


0+ their allufion to the Prophits Words, I ſpall defize thers (6- 
Fin, to read them again , and perpend if in conſcience they 
be applicable to the preſent points of differentes, Next,they tel ws, 
it ſhall be their purpole to maintain the Dottrine Worſhip, Diſcis 
pline and Government of this Kirk,, and particularly the Natios 
nall Aſſemblies , ſo long as they are preſerved from corruption in 
the conftitution thereof: But maily need better eArguuments to 
perſwade them of this , then their bare Profeſſion or praitice this 
year and the laft, Of Which we may well ſay,tvhat ever be the par- 
poſe of men , tt15e91 dently the aim of (he aivel ts ruine Generall 
eA(cmblics, and ſo to raze the walls of oar Jeruſalem; And tbey. 
Woul ddo well ts conſider if, and how far they have been inſtr ymen« 
tall:to drive on that deſign, £1 REWS Pa (6S y 1 Sr 


1 PROTESTATION Defended. 


= Prophets words were well conſidered before they were 
FJ ſet down in the Proteſtation, and they are very: applicable to 
the Party of which th- Proteſters ſpeak. It is known'ro the World 
what ſome of the Protelters have done for mainitenance'of theGo- 
vernment of this Kirk' ;'I may ſay ofithem all without any boaſt, 
that they have done more for it, then-any who queltior the reality 
of their Profeflions. There 15 no doubt bur it 4s the Devils deſign 
to ruine Generall Aſſemblies, and every Ordinanee of 'Chriſt if he 
could, but che way by which Satan hath moſt advanced that defign 
hath been through cheir own corruption,and when theywere faith- 
- full, oppoſition hath little prevailed. | 66-1 
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EY wi they Would make ſome clearing here, by telling us,that all 
B who are acquainted with the principles and prattices of our 
Worthy Ppedior fſors,and of the learned & godly nen-confermiſts in 
England, Wi/l rafily ſer hoW far they are from thrir judgments 41d 
prattices,who fotlow the rages of (eparation.Belike they ſtill awell 
be (is evil neighbowrs; but which is worſe, they are hardly belie- 
ved,when men call. to-mind and'ronfiner H1w now of a long time 
fell they took tht:patroctey of all thas were fuSoHlewito follow 
thoſe Wayes. 3, What progreſs ſome of thtir chief arid' cryed-up 
wen hauc made in thoſe Wajes. 3. What affefiion they ffill carry 
rothew, and how familiarly.they converſe with them, even al- 
thangh excommunicates 4. But eſpeciatly how nnaueidable [epa- 
ratien 55-4þpon their grounds: :: For, if tt be.a matter of conſeience 
for chem to jpoyn with others in Civil duties, that neceſſarily be+, 
long to the Inver poration , whereof. both are members , ſure, . 
_—_ more in Eccleſiaſtich, But alitle time Will further clear 
d73#,-!-7 1141 44- | 5; 170 91 $73 40 as 


PROTESTATION Defenaed, 


"'F E'c he bends alt his. endeavours to make jt appear ;;. that: ithe 
Proteſters incline ro-ſeparation; 'butthe anſwers not- what is 
fard in theProreſtation for their vindication,to wit.that their way $ 
arc agrecable to the principles and practices of their/redeceflors and 
the'Non-conformiſts in£»glend, he brings four conſiderations why 
the profefſions of the Proteſters are not believed. Firſt, he faith, 
that the Proteſters tilbrodk+rhe patrociny of 1/1 that were ſuſpe- 
Red to follow theſe wayes; but what doth ali this amount unto ? 
For he faith nor-that they patronized theſe who fullowed, bur thife 
who were ſuſpected to follow the wayes of ſeparation. Ir is well 
known that too many have an evill cyc agaiaſt Reformation: , and 
have ſufpeRed all that hath been done theſe fourteen years in the 
Lords Work, as tending to ſeparation : But what will he ſay for 
his affociats, who'have not onely taken the patrociny of men fuſpe- 
ed for Malignancy,but of theſe that were condemned and. excom» 
mun'ca- 


- 


(86) 
municatcd for being murderers of the People of God ; yea, and 
what if they haxverecommiendedtthan to'-Publick truſt and em- 
ployment?To that which he alleagerh in the ſecond place, I anſwer, 
tht this is the old Prelaticall ſong againſt the Non-conformiſts,bes 
cauſe. ſome of cheir. number-turned Separatiſts:therefore ro ſay that 
chey'\. were” all or ſeparation;*though'they keeped Chriſts middle 
way berween extreamsz ar:d:didmuchimore againſt Separation by 
Word;Writ ard Prinr,then-all che Prelaticall Party; And'I may ſay 
the like of the Proteſters,that they have taken more-pains: by word 
and writ, to prevent and remedy the declining-of ſome to the ways 
of Separation\, then allrhatare for the PubhckiRefglutions have. 
done. 'Beſide-hie would confiderwhat isfaid inthe Repreſentation 
which was given in-before the Proteſtation/ : .HoW great .@ ſnare 
your former attings which Were nox te.carfication have beewts 
fome people ro gemps thers.to thewwaycef.fepayation; and tothe fha-. 
king of the government of this Chiersb, &r3 'Hemay alſo bethink 
himſelf what great numbers of 'theſei'that were :moſt zealous for 
the Publick Reſolutions, have either-deparced from their Principles 
to the contraty way, againſt. which they: were, fighting the-former 
year; Or otherwiſe,lf they be ſtill walking upon their principles is 
true which the Protelters a:leage, that the Publick Reſolutions lay 
a foundation for-conjundtionwathail parties whatſoever. To the 
chird I ſay, tht he hath forgotten the rules recommended by him 
to the Proteſters in the preceding page.;,” anenit purging out ſcaijdir 
tous, ioſufhcient.andiffHafiefted Miniterss: Wil he norallowthe 
fame 'moderation'to'men.repured-godly;: when chey fall inco aniess 
ror of judgment ? He recommend: d:co the Proteſters confiderati= 
on 1:7 im.5.19-T1t.3.6.Gal.1. Brexbren, if a man be over-taken 
ine fauitye which are ſpirituallreftore ([urhianione in the Spirit off 
mee hne (ſeconfidering thy ſelf left rhiew adfobttempiead He recom- 
mended alſo 7 ade 22 23+. aud of ſomeibguercompaſiion, making a 
differance,and others [ave with ſeary oe. 1 wiſh:theſe rules had 
been obſerved in the excommunication of. ſome: for rath cenſures, 
bring auchority in contempt. I. adde' unto theſe: another place, 
2:T neſ5643-1 4,1 5-and of any mas oe yorat why ward by ibs Epiſile, 
zote-that man, and haue.no company with him, that he way be a- 
fhamgd, and yer cornt him not as an enemy; bet adrer;jn hum as a 


brother, ..And I ſ:y no.marey. bit detirechache and bis. party may 
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-be as ſtudious wubdtrrVetiel Fate their cenſures, as rhe Prote- 
{ters/are deſirous to make/colfeience'of keeping theſe rulegin their 
- converſation, - 'As for his fourth'conſideration,he miſtakes the que- 
' ſtion, there was more in the caſe of non*concurrence w:rh the:For- 
ces of the Kingdom, then all-»ciation with Malignants' for the ſtate 
-6f rhe quarrel] was changed from wha avis apreed on by: State, 
-Kirk'and Armyjbeforethe fight at 'Dawmbar, 1s hith been (hewed 
\ bsfore, '' Next, the intereſt and ends of. -the'War ' wer? thanged, 
- when the Malignant Pa:ty becametthe predominant'and prevalent 
- part in udicrories'and*Armies”3- Itis one thing to joyn. with ''a 
few'evill doerSin4greit Army 3 Tri finothierthing/tojoynw'th 
' the Congregation of evill-doers ?,”and where norotion&ev:if13doers 

bear the ſway and rule i government. Therewasa thrd thng, 
that thongh all were clear anent'the unlawftulaefle of the Frvaſion, 

and did-concur to oppoſe it-; yet very peediefly (eytrallayereimade 
to fcraple in thei? actings, #1d-eheir hands vers Wedkened” by 'the 
"States (lighring 2d re)eRing the off-r of a Treaty for'pexc*; which 
was mide by GeneralFand Coutcell of che Englith Forces not lons 
after the fight at Dumbar , ſecing it had been an eafie marter in a 

f:w'dayes to have trade tryall and diſeqyery ; whether” there rwis 

any reality in thir offer ot not, but not ſo much as 43 anfaver was re- 

turned by word or w:iting to that Letter , yotwirhſlanding that it 

was once reſolved on by rite moſt part of the ' Members of the 
- Committee of Eſtares that were then preſent at Srerline; Now it 
is evident, that-theſe things are of a different nature from the qu?= 
{tion about ſeparation from worſhip, becauſe of the (ins.of f-llow- 
- worſhippers. Bur yet furcher I ſay, there are many c'ear Ciff-rences 
: berwixt non-concurrence with the Malignant Party in Arins,accor- 
"ding to the Pablick ReſolutionF & ſeparations from rhe Oftdimance? 
- of God, for the ſins of fefow-worſhippzre:for in a&5of worſhip{the 
eff: I is to every mah according to his Furh, but in fivhiting rogerher 
'there is one common! effi& reſulter's ro a}, & all muſt ſhire ther-in, 
-according 25 the Lord diſpenſeth 2 viftory or defear; now the Lord 
'is with his friends and bleſſerh chm , and agiinſt his enemiies-2nd 
'earfeth'them,' therefore'Feb»/aphar and 4Amzinh are forbidden 
"conjundtion with Iſrael, 2 Chron: 19: and 25. And tocxorefls ir 
*Farcher,” I give'this Inſtance, 'that whien'then joyn in Armes, they 
'fiahr one for:another', bur +1 parcicipation of rhe Sacrament they 
I | do 
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do.not Communicate,onefariznorber; .alſo-chereis no implicite. g- 
bethence to be giyenin Aﬀts of YViorbip as here muſt bein, war;jn 
ſome caſes: For inferior -Otticers and. So:1{diers are ſworn to obe- 
dicnce by their wilitary Oath, and if they ſhould refuſe unt:ll they 
pnderſtood a reaſon for the command given.chem,'t wquld be judg- 
<d Mutiny, ard-worthy.of death: Therefore friends,-and nor, our 
' bloudy Enemies gre-to: beirzruſted;as (Commanders, likewiſe there 
are not ſuch Corr mands,: Prohibjtions and Covenants in the one 
ca'c as the.other; and we ſee in Scripture that 7ehoſaphar and A- 
maziah are forbidden capjunRtion xyith.the 1ſraclites in war, yet 
ircaſeche ſame -1frgclites had come.to Ferwf4/eps ro Worlhip,. 7e- 
- boſaphat and Amaziah had been,obliged to-joyn-with them in As 
of Worſhip; tkerebe diverſe other differences, but;becauſe they are 
ſct down in ather Papers for anſwering the ſame Objection, 1 ſhall 
not,repeat them here. , In the -Jaſt-place-I Shall. add a further confi- 
 derarion, and that is ever-in the caſe of abfaining.from conjunttion 
with theſe that not onely come the length of profeſfion, bur ſeri 
ouſly to eſſay to joyn themſelves with the, Church, wh-ch it ſeems 
this Reviewer doth condemn as altogerher unlawfull in any caſe 
whatſoever. There is great. difference betwixt open,.enmity a- 
.gainſt the Lord and his Work and-bloudy, petſecurion of bis People, 
and betwixt common ſcandals; theſe two are not to be confounded 
rogether, for aQuall ei:mity ſuſpenderh the duty of all relations, 
ſo long as it is continued, even between-Father and ſon, and husband 
and wife, at leaſt theſe duties which cannot . be performed without 
reall danger; for natures light teacherh, , that one would not truſt 
himſelf on the ſame bed or rovm with another whom he had 
found diverſe times endeayouring. to cut his throat; but common 
ſcandals:do not ſuſpend the duty: of relatiqns , for a ſon is bound to 
. doduty to a father under cenſure for grofleſcandals. Before Dur- 
bar the Remorſtrators did joyn in Armes with known ſcandalous 
perſons, yet they would have ſcrupled-to have joyned in Councels 
and Ares with natour'y trezcherous Rebels,thart had been ative 
and frequent in ſhedding the bloud of the Lords People,unleſle they 
had.ſcen evidences that they had repented of that enimity: But to 
make good what is before ſaid,ſce Atts 9. 26. The Diſciples at 7e- 
ruſalem were all afraid to joyn with P «ul who had been a perſe- 
cutor, and believed not that he was a Diſciple, though he cſſayed 
to 
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to joyn himſelf to them, and no doubt Par! being ſo wiſe a may, 
dad knowing how great offence his fot mer carriage had giver; did 
diectare'to lome of them the manner of his converſion , when he did 
eflay:to joyn himſelf,' yet he could nor'obtein this withour Barng- 
ba: is teſtimony to the Appolties anent the (incerity of his conver- 
fion; It is wel faid by Calv: upon the place, & timendum cxar ne 
periculum ſibi remere accer/erent {i prebuiſſent ſe ades faciles ita- 

ue timorem illis juſta de cauſa conceytum nem? vitio Vrtere des 
bet nam ſi ad redacndarm fide rationews vocati fuiſſent non Paulum 
mode, ſed omnes inferorum jurias tntrepide provocaſſent. It is the 
judgment of ſome Divincs upon Ga/.16,17,18 that Paw! had then 
been three years preacking after his Converſion at Damaſcusand in 
Arabia, before'he came to Tern/alem ; which if fo, may further 
ſtrengthen the Argament if there were need; and however As 22 
18:Such was the Lords gracious condeſcendence( far different from 
the imperious and boiſterous way of rulers upon carth) that though 
upon right information concerning Paul, all {criiples might have 
been removed, yet he gave commarid-to Pau! to'depirt from ferns 
ruſalem, rake haſt: ( ſaich the Lord ) and get thee quickly ous 
of feruſalem , for they will vet rteive thy Teſtimony concerning 
me; As for Pauls anſiver although Interpreters differ about the 
meaning thereof, yet it is-moſt probable that his words are a ton- 
firmation of what the Lord had ſaid, and an humble confeflion that 
they had reaſon to ſcruple in receiving his Teſtimony; and if Pat 
had been offering a reaſon to che Lord for his ſtay ar 7erwuſalem,as 
ſome think, he would have added ſomething! abuur the realiry 'of 
his Converſion , as Barnabas did for him,” 'Atfs 9.24. Buthows 
ever, the Lord renewerh his Gommand, wer/.21. Depart fer} wil 
ſend thee far hence to the Gentiles, Theſe con(1derations, together 
with the preſent practice of the. Proteſters may ſutfice'to'Vindicate 
thetii'from" ſuch calſumnics, «©. 02 202 1A engirons 
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A S for an Argument drawn from the diſclaimins corrupt Aſ- 
{A ſemblies aiGlaſgow,or the follow; »& Aſſembly azEdinburph, 
its affirming thoſe corrupe Aſſemblies , 'were « chicf cauſe of rhe 
evils we thin groaned under, How weak, 1 ſay, ſuch an Argu- 

M ment 
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mext With. be for juſtifying their preſent prattice;,s.s palpepte to 
arty who-will either look tothe-matier concluded, ju t aſe. corrupt 
Hee tingsy.or the manner of . their procedurs, er,the particular 
reaſons whereon they were'condemned, in all, Which there bting 19> 
thing altht;' I wonder why they are alleaged,iexcept. perhaps, they 
know many of their Preſelytes will take npon truft, Whatſocver 
commerh from: them , or (cemeth. ro borrow. countenance, from 


Glaſgow. i | + | LITE ERSLONS 
|  PROTESTATION Defended, . © 


JT T.:is. to. be. obſerved, chat. where the Peoteſtation upon good 
A 'grov:id faith, *7 har rhe ſecend Afewbly after this, laft . Refor- 
mution hath clearly determines the-keeping and authorizing. Cora 
rHpr Gener all 4jemblics to haw2 been ene of the chief cauſes of, the 
many evils Which have befallen chi Charch ; he onclylaich, that 
3:,6ff med thar thefe corrupt Afſembligs Weze achiefhcanſe © fd 
any-Of che Proteſters had. ſpoken, ſa; barely,of ſo; folyma ay; Act, oy 
determination of the Generall- Afſembiy, , jit had beea.. a Crime.tq 
have been noted withgreat Letters; .but he alſo paiſeth over thels 
words, . keeping and authoring theſecorrupt of ſerpljers which 
are, the words ofthe! AQ, and of nd ſmalluſe in this debate. bes 
ewixe:them and-rhe; Proteſters; and itch late Alſerrly; be corrup, 
the forbearing 40. keep themy' and,to; goncur for authorizing them is 
fo far. from ſeparation, that it:is a duty foco do. .In thenext placey 
Iobſetvs chathe: ſeems 3g/grant theunyllivy of the Jate!Adeabligs,if 
they;be bke. vere thinds,eomtupt Afſemblics,..cither. ia matteramags 
zer/or-reaſons candanning the ame:'3 and if be ſhalkbe pleaſed, di 
ligdoily ro peruſethe. Review of rae late. Vindication, ie may ſee 
their hkepelle in/a){-the threes! thoyghche, yeeld chag onc-gf chempits 
enough; As to that bitter ſcoff, ſaying, . T#as the, Py91 efterp,hngW 
many of their Proſelytes will take wpon truſt whatſcever commeth 
from them, or [ermeth;10'berra) goprxt wance; frem Glaſgow: I 
wiſh the Wiiter of this Paper had as great ability and dexterity to 
ſpeak in things concerning-Edification,,akd the promoting ofigoglt- 
neſſes Atihetbath for. jrers and featfewheryin te ſSmethiee ſpears 
ene whozhad delighredetg exera ft hingkibacwuichifian his, 
youth ;-but- ſurely bc ig) greatly hiſtakenia the trughof bay >= 
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fairs and if he: ſþ11.ash theſe Nb calleph.Profelices, I gruſt. 
he 4h:Jl-find thers; to- fame; meaſure ableto; render areaſqn of. mh 
doings, and that chey aQ from a,Principle of knowledge, and. nor. 
oh gHOrenes;! £2itpc 1Oon gl hu df GIG 3 11's Ug o62 of 
331d: boy ee gr goin gn 75300 <0 vol waged Feng 
(boote bri 2 6 PROFE STAT ION Reviewed: je 
05 1d e>odidtle eb nor trifgo: i:fqoocces Cv. 
I Ho fag: hey: have a. clear warrant from-$cripture, 40. 
Þ/ plabacabditebiffeaziiut rornuptions tits ders; hut 
waBallibey(fhoutdbave bitter grounds thew'anywe have yet 
Bead of, "vr Can Goncerve,” before Fhey trouble the Peace df 4 
Sorkin fe pi eprorth covdlede that d corruption; which 
they cans PAC ance what all met onfy Pn ie: 
from ghadight of Seriptare are perſmadeaaf, but aven gqne- 
rally: 411 prople from the light.of warnre,, and apopthe Prinki- 
Mes of [elf-preſervation;are conumrentts atltye iy: 22/11e) 
1G paſſe for the = 16 2191 any rrdiity concexiying ene 
b-6uft bf theirs" (#608: hey mention) bw unde 
werl or how irut. What ie (did bring ſufficient ta cledv4'rhat 
this their Proteff ation 3s alſy necdleſſe'( to (43 neworſe) 43'the 
fallowing\greands given for it are;frivelogs, which theiſebors 


> > . | '* oy <4 4+ a Cent; [Ls ih. 
feet in part 10,uſ[ewt 10; , (While they (wn, they, deit for all of 
ſome of thereaſons following.and ſo inſinuete that ſome of. thens 
will wot held nary in my humble opini ew \/ they might 
_ POEPTERT | ad | "7 3k , ce bf hd 
en 2 OL PROTESTAT ION Defended: | nn foe 
XJ dV the Proteſters brivg Arguments fromithe Word of 
ls. 0p oh God, from ſwork Covenants and'the'ats and:Decla- 
rations of this Kirk, -t6 prove a defeion'"inthis 'Kitk,' and charin 
the, PublickReſl ohitions:thby have departed fromformer Principles 
then this Reviewer takes himſelf fo Senerdll 'Argudieats from the 
light of nathre, and ſelf- preſervation, &e, Whieh thewetrly chardie 
hath nothing to anſyyer in _—_— 6 che-Atgtirifehtsbroughs gs, 
SJUIGOT SET PHE LES $12263T C1 NG 1h £ 7:10 
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exinſt then; 'Many AY 10d has of chi's Kirk have been 
made uſe bf in former Papers 221in{t the Pablics Reſolutions,” but 
never/'any. one AX or D-clararion could bz produced for 
chem; all thzir arguments from the light of nature hive been an- 
ſwered formerly by th2 Pcotelt rs, and ir hath bzea ſhewed char ic 
is a24inſt nxtures light ro/aflociate with aRuall'enemies and bloudy 
rebels, they hive dur a poor plea to plead vefore coaſciences bar, to 
ſay chit nature taught them to pronounce abſoluution to allthe 
Malignant Party,and tadeclare them friends tothe Lord, his Work 
and Pcople,withour evideaces ofRepearance, to the end they mighe 
be ſtrengrhened by theic help and aſfliſtance for defence of Religion 
and the Country. , .It is a-ſad matter that Miniſters of theWord of 
Go4, who ſhould mignifiz the Law.and-make ir honourable ſhould 
make ic 2 handmail co the light of nature; whereby iris tohe feat- 
ed the Lord may be provoked co remove' Scriprate light from'tiis 
ſeers, and to l:t-them walkinche light of their own fire, and.in the 
ſparks which chey have Fndied; I.do-not eadly believe, that he 
who) delights: ſo much in refleRtions ant aſperſions againſt, the ſe 
whom he difl:kethy. would patſe any by-paſt a&s of che Proteſt-rs 
( as he ſaith ) of chere were any thing he could wich any ſh:w of 
reaſog quarcell,yct he coacludes the Proteſtation was nzedlefle, and 
the grounds of it frivolo2s,and he would ferch 4 proof hereof from 
cha ſelv;s, bc cuſethey fay they do Proteſt for all or ſom: of the 
res vs; folkeniog,orhici/aith; he doth infinnfte that /ouer of chews 
w:l mot hal4 mater: Bar he wittingly omitterh in che ſame place that 
they do alſo Proreſt-upon the grounds before mzarioacd,, wherein 
they all, did agree , and theſe alone had been, ſu Heieat.co.infer the 
coact 1 >n. The true reaſon of that expreſli5n,for all or ſom: of the 
reaſons following was this ,, There were amoagſt-the Proteſters a- 
zinſt th2 late corrcapr Allemoly at Edinbsrgh, diverſe who were 
fully perſwaded coacerniag phe linfalnee of the Padblick Reſojuri- 
ens, and accounted th: AJenbly at 'Dax7ee corrupt , for rhe mzt- 
rer,yet had ſorm2 doubts ancar che form, bur prgeiving this year 
2cotruot conſtitutioa;continued according to that corrupt aF,and 
rule of conſticutioa of AﬀemNiies made at Dndee, they were clear, 
chat: it. was, cheir dury £9. Progelt againſt, rhis: Aſemhly ar Edin- 
burgh,as corcupt,in the form,2gd conſtitution; But, che.;moſt pare 
by far were clear, that it was 2 duty; to Protelt againft rhe conſtitu- 
| rion 
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tion of that Aſſembly at St. eLudrews and Dundee, yet did not 
judge irexpedient to make two ſeverall Proteſtations becauſe of 
this difference when they agreed in the main ; Therefore thar all 
might joyn in oneProteſtation,that manner of expreſſion was uſed; 
il what hath this Reviewer to inſult in againſt the Proteſters 
when all the matter 1s 1, that the number of the Proteſters againſt 
the late Aſſembly at Edizbargh is increaſed above the number of 

Proteſters againſt their Aſſembly at St. Andrews. 


PROTESTATION Revieyyed. 


Heir firſt reaſon is, That this Meeting hath its de- 
| pendence, power and authority far its indiftion, from 
that of St. Andrews and Dundee, 7; netthat to beg the 
queſtion ?. and beſides, hath no weight , neither in reſp: @ of 
us who hold and have determined it a free lawfullGenerall Aſ- 
. ſembly, as indeed it-was, and doth appear from the Vindica- 
tion thereof, a nervons piece not yet anſwered , nor eaſily an- 
ſwerable, Nor inreſpett of themſelves, and their Principles, 
. who in their Arguments 4zainft that Aſſembly, de determine 
that Presbyteries may by mutuall conſent, meet ina free, law- 
fall Generall Aſſembly , now the Commiſzions diredted to 
this , ds preſuppoſe and import the mutual conſent of Presby- 
terits, 
\ PROTESTATION, Defended.. -.. 
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T is not a begging the Queſtion, becauſe theReafons given in the 

Proteſtation againſt the Aﬀembly at St. endrews are cleared 
and confirmed,and that Vindication which he extolleth as a neryous 
unanſwerable prece, 's fully and convincingly anſwered, and refuted 
in the Review of that Vindication, .and the Nullity of that Afſem- 
-bly therein demonſtrated; and however the Writer of this Paper is 
pleaſed ro commend rhe Vindication of chat Afembly, yet the weak 
grounds held forch cherein by z man of ſuch abilities, have confir- 
med ſome concerniog the unſawfulnefle of that Aſtembly. The 
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rent of rhe Siege ICE Proteftation” lyethinthis:: 
Thit the Aſembly which mertat St. An8rews, 20d adjeurnedito 
Devnate, heing netfee, unlawfilland corrupt ,| and havirgnei- 
ther power nor authoriry to wake Acts obligatory of «þ4s Kirk, 
much Jens to cenfureany Memoer thereof ior. to ric 1Files fox. 
Election ef Commiflioners to evſodng Graerall Afemilies,.nor + 
to Conveen them: according to thee rules,as thiy/preteyd moher 
Adts, 20d the Ats of their Commiſſions: che fo) linwing AJtuably 
at Edinburgh conveened i'y that pretended authority can 
be in no betcer .capacity''then the. pretended? Aſſembly which 
cid fo conveen it, feing they could nat communicate that to 
arother that which;chey had; not 'n themſelves agd, jalbeurhe 
thinketh tharthis ſuteth nat. with their, new, Principles, yet 1tjſu- 
tech well withthe Principles of be brotelters, ,and:ſound 3eaſon; 
27d jt maketh'nothing againſt this, that. ProteRers.hold that Preſ- 
kyteries may by an intrenſecall power incet ina freelawfoll Ge- 
nerall Aſſembly without ſuch pre-limitations/, and arcertingto 
the rules {et-down in-uricontraverted Aﬀemblice> butke ſpuketh 
#gainſt thew:whorejetedijuchanOvertmemado at the meeting 
x2, Z1ay 1652+. and would have.to Aflenbly.put {gc h-9n one as 
did depend upon the1Authority,.and Adty of. the, Aﬀſembly. at 
REG SIG ie: 
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heir ſecond reaſon is,That it is conſtitute after the ſane 
manner, and ( for the moſt part ) of the (ame members 

that the laſt CA(ſembly was, 'to wit, bf perſons that have car- 
ried on aconrſe of defedtion, and inxeſpett hereof are incaps- 
"ble of being (ommiſsioners, which again beageth the. Queſti- 
- 018, ,4ayd heſrdes that, it is an(wered ipnhe fore-cited Vindica- 
$108, includerh this falſhred;thatthey are (for the moſ} part) 
- #he(ame' Members conttituemt , whereas tht Rolls compared 
- will clear that not the third man'whowas preſent the Taft year 
* gre Members of ths, neither aid this Moatratur precede in 
"that challewged Commiſion of the Kirk, war was ſouth as 
preſent at ir. " But eſpecially this Argument our Remonitra- 
| fOYF'S 


- 


LE 


tors haut borrowed from the Remonſtrants of theNether lands, 
their, proteſtation 4gain{t the / Gpvncelo Deer ar which mee- 
ting, {t,v4s largely 414 learmedly refwied, as mayibe ſeen in 


the Tadgements of 1he-Orthodox Divines thereupon, 


PROTESTATION-Defended. 
” PE j$fli!l'in the wrong to:ſay:the Proteſters beg th: QuiNion 
Þ foriwhat is aflerted in che Protetiation was' before t he 11» 
king thereof, clearly. proved informer Papers; he'dot hoften c:ſt 
if»the Proteſters way that: Vindication, but it {eems-He hid not 
then feen/ the, Review of that Vitdication , ele the ywould not 
think :it.ditficolt to be anſwered; he doth: by this gime krigw!'(T 
think ) thar it 1saoſwered in all the parts-thereef , and very-par- 
ticulzriy in that concerning the Argument of the Remorſtrarts 
of the Netherlands, whichits well-ri futetdfand #erorted., In this 
place he alleadg*th that the Proteſte:s ſecond reaſon includeth a 
fa}ſhood: . But if it be a falſhoad,it is one of, his own deviſipg;and 
yet he would impute ittp the. Proteiters, for he doth foi in $'- 
words, at two ſcyerall places; in the firſt peace, he purs ji the. 
the'word[7 49d ih the fe ord place he ph 51h the word [Jane] 
thenimthorbied place b8lexver out the whrdT' cor firnenr Nats 
ſoaltereth the ſenſe of the words; the words of the Prote(tation 
are theſy, '/t 15. conSturmee after the (ame manner for the m:(þ 
pari.of the embers conſtituent, as hoe forugrprotebded. Afoms 
bly, of perſons wort were awthitg and abetieryinf; ant bay ear 
ri on a.conr/e of defettion, of wh:sh words. he maketh thus faile. 
repetition,” that 52 1s! conſtitute after the ſame manner and for. 
the woff part,of the [ame Members that the laff 4 ſemit ty WAsT,CC, | 
And. yet, h:awaold thirge the Proteſters with -a ALS) ; How 
likens this:to. theo Tihigbhrhut id Rent his Nowodburs porle; ard + 
put.into an honeſt mans-pocket, and-thon fhirred. wd thin trfiat: 
wanted the Purle to.challenge the honeſt;manfyra:thi'F.. Thric | 
wah _ Pypreflarion (this y. That, ; msg?.pattofghe Mem-, 
ere conſtimuert of the Aflemaly at & 410/48 By 406, Alihois. at A 
pl Fs oye have, Caft ASE EO A AANES i : 
Mambers oh twentof thepretente FAﬀernbly at'Sr. Andrews had * 
doneccntrary totheWord of God,CoycnarttolemnAcknowlds- 
MCT 
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ment and Engagement, expreſfſe Acts and Declarations of this 
Kirk, and being under fo great a ſcandal, are by the Aﬀts of the 
Kirk ivcapable to be Members of a Generall A-mbly. But indeed 
now this Reviewer giveth occaſion to think ypon that which He 
callcth a falſhood, and though the Proteſtation ſaithnothing of 
the ſame perſons being Members of the Aﬀlembly at Edinburgh, 
that were Members at St. Andrews, as he would have the Prote- 
ſtztion to ſperk, yet there is more truth inthat, then he is wil- 
ling to exprefle, for the chief leading men forthe Publick Reſg- 
lations were conſtituent Members of the Aﬀembly at Edinburgh, 
and of the grand Committee, and of the Committee appointed 
for Conference with the Proteſters. - As to that he ſaith of their 
Moderators, not being at the Commiſſion at Perrh,it might have 
been fereborn \, and | take no pleaſure to remember how inſtru- 


ments!l he was otherwiſe. 
PROTESTATATION Reviewed, | 
EY He third reaſsn is, becauſe of the pre limitation of E- 


 ledtions, by the Ads made at Dundee injoyning Sy- 
nods and Presbyteries to proceed ta, cenſure all who oppoſe the 


Publick Reſolations, or ſhould not acquieſce to the _Adts made 


at Dundee, «nd ſo excludeth all not invotved in the courſe of 
defettion, from Elections, in purſuance whereof, there were 


[undry pre-limitations made ſtnce,by ſeveral Synods and Preſ- 
byteries, For anſwer , Twonld enquire with what conſcience, 
this Argument is propened bythem, who (for owght I know) 


are clear ; a the major, and cannot be ignorant of the va- 


nity or nullity of the minor, Their major muſt be, no Aſſembly. 


that is pre limited, can be free. But to paſſe the judicions con- 
ſtderations thereef in the learned Vindication, ſure I am them- 


ſetves will never aſcent to any Aſſembly in this Kirk , without 


ſtrange pre-limitations , yea and pre-concluſions too ; as they 
did ſignific at theMetting and Conference inMay laſt, And for 
the eMinor, there were pre-limitations here,Ipray.you what? 

Such 


(Ob) 
Such as may nullifie an Aſſembly « No ſuch thing, 1s a futtre 
Aſſembly pre-limited ;*berun 64 priv7detirmiiied the quatifi- 
catiqn of ts Members * Was the tartiament 1649. pre-lipit- 
a and ufr oe, breakje the Committee of Eſtates excluat 
therefrom, .all this. [ate and woiced in tbe farmer? Or thie, 
d[gnb/yof.Glaigow becawſerhe, Tables eppointed and laid, 
down adn ai fhavit chcleatdd thtrete; dia mvre met & 1Or all: 
future: Alſemblies; becaufe that 'of Glaigow txcludeth frons' 
them alt that fhall not take the National ' Covenant © Whither 
oth +beir paſsien ltad" them” to*plead the Fpiſcopal caaſe's, 
Beech, did mot Oe ade if be Commiſion fn May Laſh, res 
quire of Presbyteries to:ch/ e faith{ ul and honeſt mens Which, 
whatcuer [ome have [aid, was 10 ſinful pre-limitaticn. Adde, 
although the Ad of Dundee requires Presbyicries and;Synods: 
to procecd with the Cenſures of the Church againſt them, who 
after conference oppoſed tht Publick Reſolmtions- (ot as they 
ſay, with a disjunctive, or who ſhall not aquieſre to the Aits 
made) yet hath no 'Presbyter pn cyned that 1 know, cenſured. 
any pon that Accampi gr oxeluare, ans Fre ro erg tn les 
ies, bat rather all Presbyterics 41d require them therets: 
Now, if they might elec, they might alſs by the ſame reaſon be 
cleffed , but themſelves fore-ſeetng that, iniifew Presbyteries 
obtainable”, 'where-ever they were, they refuſed and difſented; 
being -probably themſelves pre-limited by the order and advice 
of their Ring-leaders. Laſily, it is at beſt, needleſly adaed, 
that there were ſeveral limitations ſince , in ſeveral Sy- 
wods,, I beleeve there will be nothing elſe found but the ſame, 
viz.The-aſſertion of the Conſtitmtion of the Aſſembly of Dun- 
dee, which we will n0t grant, and they cannot prove to be fuch 
4 INE as 8 deftruitive of the freedom of an Aj- 
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PROTESTATION Defended, 


(ny this Reviewer either hath not read and conſidered the 
Reaſons of the Proteſters upoa this ſubje&, or otherwiſe it 
would feem he is valde perfrifte fronts, that can enquire with 
what conſcience this Argument'is propounded. He ſaith, their ma- 
Jer miſt bens Aﬀembly that is prelimited,is free,and that they car= 
not he i2norant of the vanity of the mimer : Bur their Argument 
is, That no Afembly prelimited in the free EleRion of Commiſli- 
oners, by {ecluding avd making uncapable thoſe who may, and 
ſhould be choien according to the Ads of this Kirk ; and by inclu- 
ding folely thoſe, who according to the Aﬀs of this Kirk, are unca- 
pable, is a free Aﬀembly : But ſuch was this late pretended Aflem- 
bly, Ergo. The Proteſters never afſerted, nor aſſented unto ſuch 
pre-limirations , and pre-concluſions as this Reviewer ſpeaks of ; 
and:he doth'wwell to ſuppoſe that there were\uch pre-limitations in 
their late Aſſemblics ; but he is much to blame that he ſtudyerh to 
confound pre-limitations of the freedom of an Alemaly , with due 
ry of 1ts Members,agrecable to the Word of God, to our 
ovenants, and the Copſticutians.of this Kirk, as if theſe were one 
& the ſame. If he thiok that in the Rules of Corftirution of the Aſ- 
ſembly at G!afgew,or any other Aflemd!y fince thar time preceding 
their late Aﬀem. at S. Andrews,there was any other thing required 
but theſe due qualifications of Membery before mentioned, let him 
ſpeak out, that his mind may be known ; and;for their Act and Let» 
ter, and Publick Papers 165 1. and their late Acts at Pandeegcxcius 
ding all that differ from the Publick Reſolutions : he will never be 
able to prove thoſe to be ſuch : he is begging the Queſtion indeed, 
when he ſuppoſeth that Aﬀembly at Dwxgee to be a free lawful A- 
ſewbly, determining the qualification of Members. He tels us, that 
in the Aﬀſembly at G/#/gew, all were excluded rhat did-not take the 
National Covenant: Bat that was no prelimitation of due freedom, 
it was a requiſit qualification. Indeed, if the Aſſembly at:G/a/gow 
had ſecluded 31l that did take the Covenant, from being Members of 
any Aſſembly, and had appointed , that Aſſemblies ſhould conſiſt 
only of ſuch as had oppoſed the Covenant, and concurred in the 
courſe of DefeRtion, as the late Aſſembly at D#xndee hath done Mm 
the 
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the caſe of the Pablick Reſolutions .; it had been a prelimiration of 
the freedom of Aſſ-mblies, and it had teen gieat untaichful:cis not 
to have given teſtimony againit the ſame It would ſecin by the Ar» 
gument, which this Reviewer harh framed, That if the A:icmbiy at 


Dwendee had brought in the Prelats and Service-Bock ner, to be 


Members of the Aﬀembly at Edin+#rgh, he wouid have feſtained 
it to be a free lawful General Aſſembly, fer faich he (very lool!y, 
without reſtriction according to the Word of God, Coyenarts and 
Conſticutioos of this Kirk ) a. prior Afﬀen bly determitied the qua« 
lification of its Members. Surely theſe who have brought m the 
Malignant party #/dem viss mod & methodr, may bring in che 
Prelatical party, and thercaf.er the Popiſh party. The Covenant is 
as exyreſly againſt Malignants, as 2gainlt Prelats and Papiſts. Both 
Prelats and Papiſts can dil/emble a{wc.l as the Malignants,and a pre= 
tended neceflity may be ſ90n found oat for ſeeking their help,and 
aſſiſtance for relief of a diſtreſſed Land. 

The Letter of the Commiſlion in A4ay laſt, did require the chu- 
ſing Commiſſioners to the Aſlembly , to be done according to the 
known and ordinary Rules of Election. Now if the Authority of 
that Commilſlion of the Aﬀembly at D #»aee be acknowledged, how 
can any man conceive that thcy underſtand by known and ordinary 
Rules any other then theſe which are eſtabliſhed by the Afembly 
at Dwndee, from whom they had their Commilſion-, it being a 
known and ordinary Rule, nor to chooſe ſuch tro be Commilffogers 
3s were cenſured by the laſt Allembly , or whom-they appoigged 
Presbyteries to proceſs and cenſure; and fo all that differ from the 
Publick Reſolutions muſt be excluded from Eledtion, which, what- 
ſoever.this Reviewer hath ſaid, is a ſinful pre-limitation.  He-gran- 
tech, that che Aſſembly at Dundee did by their Arequire Presby= 
reries and Synods to proceed with the Cenſures of the Kirk againft 
them, who after conference oppoſe the Publick Reſolutions ; but all 
the Copies which I have ſeen or heard of;have alfo this disgzandtive, 
Or:who ſhall not -acquieſce to:their Acts and Conſutntions ;" but 
the difference is not great, {ceing'they well know.that ſuch yyho for 
conſcience fake cannot acquieſfe , will,, as they are call;d thereunto 
by providence,reſtify. their diflike of the Publick-Reſolutioas;which 
in the judgment of men zealous for the Publick Reſolvriois, will 
be accompred oppoſition, But, ſaith he, The Presbytcrics have 
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not put theſe Ads into executions 'Þ defirs! to Know how he will: 
reconcile their principles and pra&tiſes hergin ; for if the Aſſembly at 
Dsnxdece did right in making theſe As, the Presbyteries do wrong: 
in not exccuting them : the torbearence of che Presbyteries i either 
from policy, 'as was done in their ATembly.at-Sr. Andrews, which 
is well diſcovered by : he Review of the Vindication. Oriitis from 
- conſcicr.c2,becauſe thePresbytzries do think that the difſenters from 
the Publick'Reſolutioas deſerve not cenſure, but are capable of be- 
ing elected Commiiltoners, and if fo, then the ſame conſcience c33- 
not but teil them thar the Ads at :Dwunare.are wrong and unjuſt. 
As for the prelimitations in Synods, he ſaith,they were nothing elſe 
but an aſſertion of che Conſtitution of the Aſſembly at D#xdee.But 
that Conſtitntion was made up of perſoas ſcandalous for defe&tion 
from the Covenant and Cauſe, which was neverxienied in this Kirk 
to be deſtructive of the freedom of an Aſiembly;except at this time, 
and in former cortupt Aſſemblies. Tfir were necdfal, ARs,Orders, 
- arid praQtiſes of Twenty General-Afemblics can be-produced agaznſt 
the admiſſion of ſuch ro fit as Members ; but that controverſte is fo: 
wellhandled inithe:Reviery of the Vindication, as it ſtandech,not: 


in-need_ of my Additions. ' . | 716 6 13:71 


PROTESTATION Reviewed. *' +; 
"TD He fourth: Reaſon is made up of masy Particulars which 
Þ we thus particotarly reply'te. 1, There'gre many Preſ.- 
byteries who refuſe to ſend Commſzioners to this Meeting, as 
an Aſſembly, But thert he nany nnqueſtiened Aſſemblies have 
beet made up of fewer. Members, as upsn the inſpection of 
the Rols will appear., Nether is a Meeting that hath no diter - 
minete Quorum,'eudcuate or made null, becauſe a Minor part 
legally warned, cannot, or will not come therets z, as the perpe- 
tual practiſe of Presbyteries, Sywad;, former A(ſemblies, aud 
Parliaments ſhewerh. Nor # Vhe yunber of the Abſents heve 
ſo great ; and aſthuuzh it were greater, it «not their ſimple 
abſence, but nnjaſt excluſion, hit renrerh the meeting o6- 
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HOX[0H8 LO EXCEptian, 2 786 ſay, toere are many Pregbyte + 
ries that de concur in proteſitns againſt this Aſſembly, To 
which i reply, We hawe heard of 4jſems, bus nat of any Pro- 
teſtation, except this, which they 9 have given, which if 
they mean here, the Prots/1at:0n 1s nat Presbyterial, ſo the 
Reaſon will be found to nave no more sf Realon'in it, then if 
they had argned thus, We find our ſelves niceſsitated to pro. 
zeſt a2 ainſt this i Aſſembly, becauſe we have proteſted again 
it. Or this , This our Proteftation is juſt and/awfal, becauſe 


we have proteſted. 
PROTESTATION Defendes, 


O the fourth Reaſon of the: Proteſtation he .anſwererhifun- 
K niogly. There are diverſe things put cogether, which hg takes 
aſunder, and anſwereth ſeverally, making ute of a common CORE 
ateviſic ad conjuntta. Bur ſappoſe one of theſe alone to.be ashe 
alleagerh) a defett in an Alem>dly, wa'ch in ſome caſes might be 
diſo2nced with, yet'that will not hold,if all the five Conſiderations 
be rexken together, as is done by the General AJemb'y at Gla/gew 
in the like cafe. As for his Anſwer to the firit of theſe Contidera- 
ri0as, he granteth,” That.unjuit excluſion readreth the Meeting ob + 
noxious to exception.: And Ietruit , it is ſufficiently proved in the 
Review of the Vindication and Papers printed therewith, That 
the-e is.an unjuſt excluſion, by the Acts made at Dundee, which 
ſtand ſtill unrepealed, and in eft<&t acknowledzed by the Aﬀfembly 
at Eainburgh: And if the Atat Dzndze anent the. Conſtitution of 
Aſſemblies be-ackaowtedged tobe Juſt and right, then ſubſequent 
Afemblies, other wiſe conſtituted, are by the As of this Kirk null 
and void; ſo that until that Rule of Conſtitution, made at Dendee, 
be diſclamed, Whethes. oppoſers of Pablick Reſolutions be ad- 
mitted or not) ſubſequent Afﬀemblies are ſtil} queſtionable ;, rhere- 
fore there was a neceſlity to proteſt,or elle to give way to a corrupt 
Conſtitution of Aſſemblies hereafter, which is as poiſon in the foun- 
tain, a defect in the cauſe, an ercor in the principles and foundation, 
and. bath an, univerſal influence in the ſtreams , effe& and ſuper- 
LE. ftrucure. 


IO2 
ſtrvFure, He affirweth, that ha FFD which refuſed to 
ſend Commiſſioners, were legally warned : Bur there can be no le- 
gal warning, where there was no Authority to give a warning. He 
eranteth there were difſents ; but denieth(in his Anſwer to the ſe- 
cond Coalideration) that there were any Proteftations made in 
Presbyterics, bur Pcoreſtations were only needful in thoſe Presby- 


rerics which refuſed to put Difſents upon record. To the reſt of 


what he ſaith there, I ſay no more, but if he had known that ſeve- 
Pal Presbyteries did ſend two or three of their number, warranted 
by Commiſſion, to proteſt ; he might have ſpared his cenſure of a 
ſuppoſed tautology. 


PROTESTATION Reviewed. 


WW Here Presbyteries have ſent Commiſſioners the E- 
lections are generally controverted, there being Pro - 
tcſtations made, at leaſt diſſents entered, azainit maſt of their 
Eleft10ns,upon good grounds, But here ( Tthink,) a ſpecial 
providence hath ruled,that there was no Proteſtation. In moſt 
Presbyteries there were ns diſſents at all , and all that we heard 
of, were ſimply againſt the Eleions, 18t againſt the perſons 
eleftted beſides that, they were not proſecute, nor brousht into 
be diſcuſſed. And adiſjent inferreth not by the Art of the 
Aſſembly a ſuſpending, let be a repealing of the A of the 
Fnadrcatoery , Only it maketh the Fudges liable to the cenſure 
of their Superiors, for what they have done -, which if it be 
amiſs, the dijſenter is not involved in their guilt or cenſure ; 
bat if not, he i cenſurable himſelf. And if it were other- 
wayes, we ſheuld abſurdedly be forced to confeſs, that every 
Member of a Fudicatory hath a negative voice, which will 
open a door, whereby every fattion may elide all General Aſ- 
[emblies for ever, 


PROTES TA- 
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PROTESTATION Defen1ed, 


Or his anſwer to the third,it is replyed, That there were diſ- 
ſents, or otherwiſe, no Commiſſioners ſent in,more then moſt 
part of Presbyteries,as was foun1 upon tryall by the Proteſters in 
the very time of that Aﬀſembly; Where there was no Ele&ion, 
there needed not a diflent, and where diflents were entered, there 
needed not Proteſtation ; and if the diſſents were againſt the elei- 
on,it doth neceflarily infer a not election of the perſons; and for the 
proſecution of theſe diſſents,they were timeouſly objected agairit in 
their Aſſembly at the reading of the Commillions,and an offer made 
to proſecute them, if according to the conſtant praftice of this Kirk 
the Commiſſions ſhould be laid aſide untill they were tryed ; but 
this was rejeRed,contrary to the known rules acknowledged, even 
by the Afſembly,and the ſo much cryed up Vindication, to wit,that 
a diſſent entered in the Presbyterie, and timeouſly proponed in the 
Aſſembly, and offered to be proſecuted, ſhould be a gromid to lay 
aſide Contraverted Commiſſions, unt:ll the relevancie of the reaſons 
of diſſent be examined, and proof made of what is alleayed, ſed ub5 


[emel deerratum eff in praceps ruitnr, 


PROTESTATION Reviewed, 


f} fon be manting ( emmiſſioners from Burghs, in reſpelt of 
Þ rcheir preſent incapacity, We need ſa) no more ts thus, ſince 
themſelves anſwer itithat they arc in an incapacity : and [ufpoſe 
they were net, yet bave they not a negative veice, Beſides that,all 
were not abſent, | 


PROTESTATION Defenaed... 


O his fourthAnſwer I ſay,that he knoweth chat the Aſſembly 

at Glaſgow made uſe of this joyntly with other reaſons for 
nullifying the Pretended Allemblies,and their being in an incapacity 
ought to have carryed its own weight for ſuſpending the copſticu- 
ting themſelves into an Aﬀembly, eſpecially when ſo many other 


things did concur. He faith further, that all were not abſenr,bur all 
of 


| (194) .* A 
of them that were preſent for ought I can learn,if they were dua- 
{zs, yer they were not plural numeri,, .  _ | 


; PROTESTATION, Reprened. ..- 


Toe rencrality of the Godly in the Land eo along with 
 J-. i- (lay they) und approve our proteſiing againſt 
this meeting. A ſtrange aſſertion, and of danzerous can- 
ſequence. This Proteſtation was given in at the very bezin- 
ning of the Aſſembly , eve ever it was conſtitute, and that 
upon the delay of taking in their firfl Paper ;- and is it pro- 
' bable they could gather all their conſents'in (6 ſhort 4 time 
Or, had they them before? But that [melleth of 4 pre- meditate 
Faition: . Or gethcir re(olutions along with whatfoever theſe 
Proteſters,do'?-. Biut that is not ſuitable is them that /are tru- 
ly zedly,to have their faith pinned to the ſlieves of any,' how 
thigh forever they holdtheir head,” or, is it that they will al- 
' low none to be of the number of the zodly , wha 50 net «long 
with them in every thing ? This (I ſuſpei#) be the marrow 
of the matter : But who gavethem that pewer to put ont and 
put in into the Roll of the Godly, whom they pleaſe ? And 2s 
we deubt of their authority ſo 18 do,even ſo alſo of their power: 
cant they reach theheart,or are they quicker ſez bted then Elias, 
who ſaw net one of the.ſeven theuſund-'God had veſerucd to 
hiw(elf * Will they chndernn all for ungodly, that are not of 
their way? How ſuiteth that with their prefeſsions.elfwhere ? 
T am ſure, we have here reaſon to diſſent and appeal from ſuch 
an uncharitable cenſure of them ;has haye. no, pewer , to the 
righteous Tribunall of the Lord , te whom we ſtand, There 
may be (omewhat more yet of dangerous conſequence it it , in 
that they (eem to [abject the .Publick, « Miniſterial authority 
to the People; and amonght them, to (nch onely as are viſible 
Syints, where, if thert be apy n;yflery they will dowell 36 uns-. 
foldit, 5 ea '' And 
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4nd now for the ſolemn words of the Proteſfation , the 
grouna's aud reaſons thereof being houghed, we need ſay no 
more ; but if thoſe Principles from which they [ay they ds it, 
Viz. #he Feal they awe tothe glory of God, ec. were rightly 
weighed, they would inferre, and have produced the quite 
contrary concluſion : Which the Lord out of his tender mercy 
r0 this poor bleeding Church and Conntrey, imprint upon their 
ſpirits for Chriſts cauſe. Amun. 


PROTESTATION Dceferae#, 


S for the ſifth, that term of the gencrality of rhe godly hath 

been cleared before,and the Argument was uſed by this Kirk 
diverſe times. Likewiſe if he pleaſe he may firſt quarrell with the 
Generall Aſſembly 1648. for theexpreſſion ana a: gument botF, 
The ground upon which the Prot: ftcrs have made uſe of that rea- 
ſon is this ; Ar the meeting in St. AnareWs the Proteſters delivered 
in a Repreſentation, notwithſtanding whereof, the Meeting did 
procced to conſtitute themſelves into an Afembly , and thereaſter 
d1d approve of the Publick Reſolutions, aid enact ſevere cen{ures 
againlt all Minitters and Profeflors in the Land that were of a diffe- 
rent judgment, which gave an occalion to many Miniſters and Pro- 
feſlors throughout the Land,timeouſly to take into theirconſidera- 
tion, what ſhould be their duty at the next Mceting which was ap- 
pointed by that corrupt Aſſembly at D#»dee, and they doing wel, 
approve of the method followed by the Proteſters at St. Andres, 
thought fit that firſt a Repreſentation ſhould be given ia, deſiring 
thele which were to meer, not to proceed to conſtitute themſelves 
into an Afſcmbly,but to enter into a conference with cheir B:cchren 
who differed from them in judgment, and eight P.opoſicions were 
agreed untoafter mutuall correſponderce, and a report made from 
the ſeverall quarters of the Countrey, which were to be offerel 2s 
the ſubject of the Conference ; and incaſe Conference ſhou!d be 
denyed , and that the Meeting ſhould proceed to conſtiture rhem- 
ſelves intoa Generall Aſembly,as they had done forme:ly, ic was 
thought a neceſlary duty , that theſe who were to repair ro the 

(0, 
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of their, that were preſent for onghr I can learn,if they were dua- 
{ts, yet they were not plural numeri,, .. 7 
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, PROTESTATION, Reviered. ..- 


of ers of the Godly in the Land go along with 
- Þ-. #* (lay they) und approve our [reteſling againſt 
this meeting... A ſtrauce aſſertion, and of danzerous con- 
ſequence... This Proteſt«tion was given in at the very bezin- 


ning of thee Aſſembly , ere ever it was conſtitute, and that 
upon the delay of taking in their fir ft Paper; and is it pro- 


' bable they couid gather all iheix conſents in (6 {bort 4 time © 


Or, had they them before? But that ſmelleth of a pre-meditate 
Faction: . Or gether reſolutions along with whatfoever theſe 
Proteſters do? . Bit that is nst ſuitable is them that are tru- 
ly zodly.to have their faith pinned to the ſlieves of any, how 
hizh ſoever they hold their head, or, is it that they will al- 


low none to be of the number of the godly , wha $0 net along 


with them in every thing ? This (I ſuſpe#) be the marrow 
of the matter : But who gavethem that pewer to put ont and 
put in into the Roll of the God!y, whom they pieaſe ? And «: 
we denbt of their authority ſo t8 do,even ſo alſo of their power: 
can they reach theheayt,or are they quicker ſte bted then Elias, 
who ſaw net oe of the ſeven thenſund God had reſerucd to 
him(elf * Will they cdnderna all for angedly, that are not of 
their way? How ſuiteth that with their profeſsions elſwhere *? 
T am ſure, we have here reaſon to diſſent and appeal from ſuch 
an uncharitable cen{ure of them ;hat haye. na, pewer , no the 
righteous Tribunall of the Lord , to whom we ſlaud., There 


may be (omewhat more yet of dangerous conſequence ii) it , in 
that they (eem to ſubject the 'Publick, «© Miniſterial authority 
$0 the People; and amoneſt-them, to (uch ancly as are viſible 
Siints, where, if thert be any n;yſtery they will dowell to un-. 
foldit, | ERR TT. oe. 


' And 
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nd now for the [ulemn words of the Proteſiation , the 
grounds aud reaſons thereof being houghed, we need ſay no 
more , but if thoſe Principles from which they ſay they ds it, 
Viz. the Feal they awe tothe glory of God, &c. were rightly 
weighed, they would inferre, and have produced the quite 
contrary concluſion : Which the Lord out of his tendey mercy 
10 this poor bleeding Church and Conntrey, imprint upon their 
ſpirits for Chriſts cauſe. Amun. 


PROTESTATION Deferaded. 


S for the ſifth, that term of the gencrality of rhe godiy hath 

been cleared before,and the Argument was uſed by this Kirk 
diverſe times. Likewiſe if he pleaſe he may firſt quarreil with the 
Generall Aſſembly 1648. for theexpreſſion ana a! gument boty,, 
The ground upon which the Prot: ficrs have made uſe of that rea- 
ſon is this ; Ar the meeting in St. Andrews the Proteſters delivered 
in a Repreſentation, notwithſtanding whereof, the Meeting did 
procced to conſtitute themſelves into an Aﬀembly , and thereafter 
dd approve of the Publick Reſolutions, and enact ſevere cenſures 
againlt all Minitters and Profeſſors in the Land that were of a diffe- 
rent judgment, which gave an occalion to many Miniſters and Pro- 
feflors throughout the Land,timeouſly to take into theirconſidera- 
tion, what ſhould be their duty at the next Mceting which was ap- 
pointed by that corrupt Aſſembly at D#rdee, and they doing wel, 
approve of the method followed by the Proteſters at St. Andre s, 
thought fit that firſt a Repreſentation ſhould be given ia, deſiring 
theſe which were to meet, not to proceed to conſt tute themſelves 
into an Aﬀcmbly,but to enter into a confererice with their B:cchren 
who differed from them in judgment, and cight P.opoſitions were 
agreed unto after mutuall correſponderce, and a repore made from 
the ſeverall quarters of the Countrey, which wrre to be offercl 2s 
the ſubje& of the Conference:.; and incaſe Conference ſhou'd be 
denyed , and that the Mecting ſhould proceed to cooſtiture them- 
ſelves intoa Generall Aſſembly,as they had done formerly, ic was 
thought a neceſlary duty , that tieſe who were to repair ro the 
0 place 
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place of Meeting ſhould protelt againlt the authority, conſtitution 
and acts of that Aiſembly. Now,in all this, whar is there of a pra- 
meditaced faction > There was indeed a con'iderable number in all 
CU4.t-T5 of the Land of ſuch a». in foriner times have been found to 
be ta chfull,who perceiving chat the edge of Chu:ck-D:ſcipline was 
rtar::cd a;ainlt many of the god!y in the Land, and for proteting 
and countenancin.; tae wicked and prophane, that ſome godly Mi- 
nilters were already ſuffering, and that both Min.ſters & Profeſſors 
were Ike to ſuffer more by the prevailing faction of a corrupt Party 
in the Miniſtery, they held it their duty to vſe all lawfull means 1n 
their power,to remedy palt evils, & to prevent thein for the future, 
by oftering their hamble advice to that Mecting; and incaſe of their 
proccediag in the courſe of the begun defeRioa, to proteſt againſt 
theſe corruprio.:s,and this was al..'Thcy are very far from rigid cen - 
ſuring ofothers,3s this writer wouldhave the world to belic ve,there 
are many wi:ofe judgments are for the Publick Reſolutions, who 
wil be loath to accompr all Profeſſors in the Land to be godly ;andin 
their Sermons and otherwiſe , they do wake a diftzrence amongſt 
Profeflors,s well as the Proteſters do, and they alſo do very well 
know,thar the Proteſters do not ſubje the Minilteriall authority 
to any other , but unto their Maſter from whom they have their 
Commillior,nd te the O :ticers thereunto appointed in theChurch 
according to at .18. and 1.Cor.14. yet they do deſire to render 
all duc reiped ro the Saints , ſo far as they are known unto them, 
and do acknowledpe, that they have ſo far an intereit in theſe mat- 
ters,3s that they cann't be denyed a judgment of diſcretion; and 
when they iee corruprion in government, to ſupplicat for a redreſs. 
And whar for a Miniſter of the Goſpel is he, that will not lay more 
weight upon the zudgment of ſuch as live accordiag to godlineſle, 
then upon the judgment of ſuch as lead a life diretly fighting a< 
ainſtic? Inall wh ch chey diff: nothing from che received Do- 
Arine and Diſcip.ine of this Kirk. He will not finde inall the Pro- 
eſters Papers any thing which may give him ground to think, that 
theſe Meetings of Min iters and Profeſſors are looked upon by them 
a« Judicatories; and therefore what necded all theſe ſuggeſtions of 
Mytteries,and I know not what ? Bur it is a time of reproaches,and 
we muſt reſolve in the Lords ſtrength to endure the ſcourge of the 
| tongue, 
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tongue, fo long as there be ſo _ 4 BG in the Land to his truth 
and Cauſe, And now to corciude , I cruſt thar the grounds and 
reaſons of the Protcſtation Rta::d unſhaken» And ſure, for all chat 
the Wr ter of this Paper hath ob/ected againlt chem, and likewiſe 
that :t was very agreeab.e to the Principies from which they did it, 
co protelt aga:ult che Authority, Conſtitution, Acts and Proceed- 
ra of the p.creaded Atlembly which lately did meet at Edine 
argh, 


READER, 

C is [cft ro thine own diſcretion to corre faulrs in the PunQarion, and o« 
|| ther eſcapes, which the ſenle may d:ſcover, B:fides th: ſe,rake noiice, Thar 

Pag 6. line 25 thele words were left our, many able =nd godly Miniſters aud 


El1ers from bemg (hurch-1 'fi.cr {o lk-wiſe Pag 31. line 5. for, yea they were _ 


adn itted, read, a d 1fierward th y were adnutied.i*.34 1.8. fe and that ſolidity and 
judgment and nerv's are init » as t83he omdicatings Ofc. r. and what ſolidity and 
judgment and nerve: are in 't, as to the vindicating,&s6. Þ 47+ 1.14. f. and Ads 
an4 cenſures,r. and male Af ana cexſures. P.6o. |. 6. after the Parentheſis, dele 
8. Þ. 65 | 2.f. ground an1 expreſnon, r. ground and manner of expre;s1on. P-58, 
& 79. the figures are mitplaced, 1. for 2. and x. for 3. &c. and the punRuati. 
0:1$ is bad,zs 1n ſome other places P.79. | 21,f. could on'y,r common'y. P. 103. 
I, 14, after Aſſembly, r.as S. Andrews Theſe fauits have been obſerved upon a {u- 
perficial reading,bur very like there may be more,which the Courteous Reader 


will pardon, 
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Bader, far thy better information anent this debate, and 
R likew!(e anent 1he Union which hath been endeawvenred 
by the Proteſters fince the Late F. Aſſembly, it is than ht fir to. 
ſabjeyn the {ol owing Papers that paft be wixt the Þ, { ommi|[- 
ſion, aud jame of theſe who proteſted againſt the laff PA ſo 
ſemblies.. | 
I. TO THE 
RIGHI REVEREME 


THE 
M inisTERs and ElnERS 


Met at Edinburgh the 24. 
of Novenb. 1 $52. 


I , Hereas. we have not onely been patients and de- 
Þ > tenders in the diff:rences that have lately ariſen 

, in this Church, bue willing and ready to em- 
fy brace all opportunitics for removing them: 
2 NA And for that end upon an Overture made to 
DD aa us the laſt Winter , have ſince that time for- 
azz born to att authoritatively,and in the capacity. 
iNſioners from the Generall Aflembly 1650. ( which de- 
legation 'we conceive to be till in force, untill the next lawfull. 
free Generall Alembly ) And notwithſtanding grounds were gl-. 
ven to us when that Overture was made to exp: the like from 
you; Yet ye did afſume to your ſelves that authority,and ated ac- 
cordingly; which hath very much heightened our difterences.., And 
foraſmuch.as art.the late Mecting of our Brethren in Edenbargh up- 
on the _ day of 7«ly laſt ; We did earncftly defire that 
they, would forbear to.conſtiture themſelves into a Generall Afſ- 
ſembly, (which hag they been pleaſed to grant,might ro = 

A Or 
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2 
Lords bleſfing have proved an eff:Auall means of peace' ) So now 


on the of this inſtant: And we bene ſtill deſirous 
of peace and of an union with our Brethren in the Lord, and to cn- 
tertain with all due reipet,the endeavours of iome godly and reve- 
rend Bre.hren for this eff-A, We do carneſtly beſcech you by the 
love you bear to the peace of this Church , and by your defires to 
h-al the breaches thereof , that you will preſently declare, 
that you wi.l forbear ail ating as Comnmiltioners of a 
Gener-:|l AT: -2b'y, fo long as endeavors and Conferences for 
Unvn {hall coatirue { as upon your condefcendence we hereby do 
declare th- hike concerning the Comimiution of the Gen, Aﬀembly 


4 
, 


1650) Aud that you w.ll preſent;y i terpoſe with others of your 


jucgnent tn the reſpective Synods and Presbyterics, not onely that . 


ſuppoſed cenſures way be looked on 41d accompred as no cenſures, 
Bur that they do not proceed to put in execution any of the A:Is of 
the lace Mcctings at Dwn&ee and Edinburghagainlt Miniſters, Ei 
der ,Prof. iſors,aad FxpeRants; or to do any ocher thing not alrea- 
dy determined by uncontraverted Aſſemblies; which we are coruft- 
denr {h.l be the practice of Synods and Presbyteries thzt are of our 
Jud;mecnt-If th- Lord ihall convince and incline your hearts to this 
motion, whereoy we may be in a fit capacity to confer tog ther fer 
removing 0: diff-:ences; In that caſe our opinion is,that by mutu- 
all conſent, ſome time may be appointed for ou: ſeeking the Lords 
face,for the further knowledge of his controverſic with us, and for 
our dire4;o1 in the way of Union in him, that we may in love and 
ſoberneſle of ſpirit ſpeak of theſe th.ngs which may couduce for the 
healing of our breach; then which, nothing is more ſincerely and ſe- 
rioufly defired by us. But if chis motion may not be hearkened ro, 
and there be a proceeding in theſe thi::gs which are ſo grievous to' 
us,and burdenſome to the conſciences of many of the Lords People 
and M.niſters,we cannot forbear to warn you,that we ſhall be con- 
ſtrained to vindicat cur ſelves and others from ſuch uſurpation and 
periecution by the uſe of all lawful and poſſible means for our own 
defence,and for preſervation of the truth & liberties of rhisChurch: 
' Subſcribed in the wame of the Minifters, Elders and Profeſ-' 
ſors mer at Edinburgh the 11. of Novem. 1652. By © 
Sic ſubſcribitur Samyntrt RuTHERFURD- 
NE. EB EK Coos: . Edin 


we being met togethcr;and underſtanding thar you are to meet up- ' 
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_ td inturgh 26. November, 1652. poſi 


meridiem, Seſs10N 5. 


upon the 14 of this irſtant a Paper preler red to them Ly 

my Lord Warifton, Mr. Rr bert Trail, Mr, fubn Sinclar 

and George Dundaſſe of Duddingfteur, and ſibſcribed 

by Mr. Samuel Rutherford, in the name of ſome Miniſters, Elders, 

and Profeſfors met at Ed:wbarghb upon. the 11. of November, and 

havirg taken the ſame into ſerious confiderationg Co return this 
Anſwer chcreunto. Ne 

Alchough we being unwilling to enter upon ary debate or inqui- 

ry who have been the Agents in raiſing, continuing, and he ght- 


W- He Commiſſion of the Generall Aſlem bly havirg received 


.ning the late d fterences in this Church ( being more deſirous to 


have theſe differences and diſtractions that have followed cthereup- 
on remeved, and the memory thereof buried) yet we may ſay that 
our Brethrens vigorous afivity therein all along hath been con» 
ſpicuous cnovgh to all who have been looking upon the matter. 
And as we will not queſtion the willingnefle and readi:'efle of our 
Brethren to embrace opportunities for removing theſe differences, 
nor whether for that end they did forbear the laſt year to AR Ar- 
thoritativcly, and in the capacity of Commiſſioners from the Ge- 
nerall Aſſembly 1650, ( which power they had aflumed to them- 
ſelves, it being expired and exrint by the Meeting of the Afſem- 
bly 1651. by vertue of the indiction of the Aﬀembly 1650 ) and 
that upon ſuch an Overture made to them as they mention (which 
a ſcemerh to us not to be wel conſiſtent with their Anſwer given 

y them upon the dry of 1651 to the 
Paper preſented to them from the Provincial Aſſembly of Lothian ) 
ſo we rem« mber wel that the Commiſſioners of the Aflembly 1651 
though having no lawfull call and Authority, did notwithſtanding 
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from that time mentioned, by our Brethren for prevertingthe 
heightaiog of diffeceaces,not onely fogbear ating any thing in that 
capacity, but even aoſtain from ſo mitch as meeting to adjourn,un- 
till che cime of the Generall Afſembly near approaching, they be- 
hoveg £0 incet in thag capacity, for determining. the place af char 
Aſſembly enſuing , which had been left in the mdiation under the 
UNccrealumty Or ai Alternatives by reaſon of the times , which was 
the onely thing they ated, and could not in rezſon be accounted a 
caſe of b-1ghtning the differences: Further as the Commiſſioners 
-of Presbyreries met in Edmbinrgh in7uly laſt conld not hearken to 
our Bratthrea , defiring them not $9 Conftiture themſelves into a 
Gcnerall Atcemvly withour unfaithfulneſle in the truſt commited 
to them ( they-:being Cominiffionated to that very purpoſe ) and 
withour apparest and inevitable danger of preſent ioofing t1+ 11+ 
berty of the Pulick Judicatories and Tovernment of this Church, 
eſpecially conſidering rhe polt-re of Civil affairs in the time; So ie 
ſee nor howw the forbearing thereof could have been a meags ofa 
right peace ; we {till coxceive,xs hath been cooſtintly held inthis 
Church, that a lawfull Generall AJembly, fuch as that was, is 
the moſt Soveraign means under God to heal any'tuprures and'd;- 
ſtraftions char are in the Church ; Iikess wetind tharit vas the 
endeavour of the ſa. d ATembly to che oarmoſt of their, power to 
compoſe the preſerr d F-rences, and unite the diſtrattel Members 
of this Church, and accorJingly did condeſceird upon ſuch Over- 
tures as they pollibly could perceive” to be moſt” conducible'to 
" this end. | = 2” 

Albeit we cannot but fignifte our juſt grief at the unjuſt reflexi- 
ons and aſperſions caſt upon us'and other prec:4ing Pablick Ju- 
dicatories of the Chu-ch, partly indire&ly, partly direAly' in the 
narrative of this Pap.r,and conceive rt had beenamore ſutable co rhe 
Profeſſion of ſo earnelt defires of Peace and Union expretitd therein 
to have foreborn them, yet not donbring of thereality of rhe defires 
themſclves , we do h-artily entertain thoſe with ail Que reſpets 
And being for our part moſt detirrous of Union with aurBrerhren 
in theLord, we are williag to condelcend fo far as poflif'y we can'in 
che eruſt-commirecd to uszand withagood conſcience by any means 
toartain'tharend: And therefore do dretare;that we (hal nor at this 
Meeting,nor hereafter beforethe third Wedneſday of February Act 

any 
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any at all in proſecution of any Ceniure againſt onr Brethren which 
are already pronounced,or which may be mcb#rt > by them by ycr- 
tue of any as of the two laſt Gen. Afſemblies at D-anaee and Ein- 
bargh,velatinz to the late ditterences: And aithouzh as to the exc- 


'cution of the Att of the lace Afembly for regulating che Admilfion 


of Eters to Vorte in Presbyteries and Synads', and of ExpeRants 


'to their trialls for the Miniitery; -we mult leave ehefe Fudicatories 


to that diſcretion and prudence that. the exigence of their (eyerall 
conditions requires, yer we thal icterpoſe w th.the.reſpect:ve Preſ- 
by teries and Synods; thar they may,during the ſpace abdoveimenti» 
06d FAt,and nat proceed further in ary of the fo-eſtid cenfares: 
And that we are content and willing that verw'xt and the day fore- 
ſaid there be a Mceting at a time to' be appointed, bef :re our pare» 
ting hence, hetween ſome of us and fome of our ditenting Brethren 
in ſuch a number-and ſuch a way as ih4t} be Ft convenient, gon- 
fidering the caſe of t).e rirae, for holding forth tothem fof.r ap we 
cin, and the Lord ſhall aiſt us ,' ivhein the matter of their diffc- 
rences from the Publick Jdicatcr:cs, and For ſearching into further 
knowledze of che Lords controverſie with ns, and fpeaking'tn love 
and (oberneſs of Spirit in ſuch other rhings x5 thay contluce for hea- 
ling our breach. , And it ſhal be matter , of onr carheſt deſires dad 
Prayers to the God of Peace ( as we doubt nor bat it'will alfo bein 
our Brethren,if chey embrzce ihis'way j thar he maybe grzciouſly 
pleaſed {o.to blefe.theſe ei:deavours, that the iffne may He 4 cleq- 
'rirg of His ways to us alſ,an healing vf our wonnds; md an unites 
of us in himſcif,to ſerve him with one conſent, in doing'or frino 
joyntly for His Cauſe and Honour , whatſoever ſha!) -be”his he- 
ti), OE Nt WI 7 ON 
that it mjoht been well fpated, ſo'we ſhiflfay to tnoteltoft bur 


thi ,Thar we are cortfident that chisCommitlion and thether late 


Publicx J udicatories,having 1 calling and'being conſticute according 

£0 theorder of 50d, and conſtitutions of this Kirk,are very fir f om 
uſuxpation; and that both theby palt carriage of the reſpeQive Ju- 
dicatories Publick andPrivate doth clear thein, and our carriage thal 
clear us before God and the World from that grievous aſperſion of 

erſecurion; the uncharicableneiſe and injuſtice whereof we hear- 


'raly pardon, and pray the Lord to pardo: in our Brethren, 


WY RY 
OITAVIIJET J:VAK GHIE. 
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Edinburgh 27. November 1652, Antemeridiem, Seſſ. 6* 
He Commiſtion of the Gen Afſemily hath appointed, Maſters 
| Rs Blair, Janes ip 004, Datin'Forr:ft, Anircw Honniman, 


: James Sharp, and the Moderatcr Mr: David Dickſon, incaſe rhe 
: Convenierey of his health and affairs can permit, to Meet at St» An 


arews the firſt Wedneſday of Jan nary wext; and there to attend 
ſuch of our difſerting Brethren as ſha!l come to them, and to con- 
ferwith them upon'the particulars expreſſed in the Anſwer to their 


- Paper. | : | Jo-VAKGHIE. 


— 


Edinburgh 27. November I65 3» 


Wn Hereas our earneſt Defire and Overture for fiſting the 
preſent Difi:rences to make way for an Union, hath 


been met on your part w'th no ſmall heightning of the 
Difterences, by your Aings in matters contraverted, 
betwixt the time of our giving in an Overture and your piving an- 


_ ſwer to it, and by your refuſing all and every one of our juſt defires 
' and afſerting the authority and Acts of the'late pretended Aﬀem- 
| blies and Commiitions therecf, and by your declaring the unpoſſi- 


bility of any further condeſcendance on your part for Union, then 
hath been already held forth in the Acts and Overtures of the late 
pretended Atlembly at Edinbnrgh :. And you having alſo difolved 
your Mecting before the return of an Anſwer to us, or hearing 
wiat we had to ſay to you in reference to yo.ir Anſwer and ro the 
authoritative appointment ſubjoyned thereunto ; We are neceſſt- 
rated ro Declare wnto you that weare not irſtructed to call any 
Meeting for Confererce with you in this caſe of fo urfatisfatory 
an Anſwer : And that we are free of any conceſſions conditi- 
onally offered on ourpart. | 
Subſ[cribed i» the Name of theſe who 
Were appointed by the Meeting of 
Miniſters, Elders, and Profeſſors 
fo preſent the Overtures, andre- 
ceive the Anſwer, 
Sic ſub. Mr. RoBERT TRAIL. 
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OB5sErvarions wpon the Anſwer 
of the Commil:ton of the pretended 
Aſſembly , to the Overture of the 
Brethren who diſſent from the Publick 
Reſolutions : As likewiſe upon their 


Letter ro PrESByYTERLEE, 


' Prorelters, is, That all claims ro power and authority from the 
controverted Aſſemblies at Dwxeee and Edixbargh upon the 
one hand, and all controverted power , as'derived from the. 

General Aſſembly 1 650. on the other hand, being laid afide during. 
endeavours for union ; as | kewiſe all C-nſures, or ARts cnjoyning 
Cenſures for the late differences ſince the faid 'Afl.mbly 1650. at 
which t:me this Kirk was of one judgment, aud all Papers againſt 
theſe controverred Aiſemblies not yet publiſhed, being alſo for 
that time ſupprefled, There ſhould be a frizndly Conference agreed 
on by mutual conſent, for ſearching into the Lords Controveriie a- 
gainſt the Land, and for removing our differetices- The Brethren 
who ſtand for the P+blick Reſolutions arc ſo far from wayes of. 
peace, as they refuſe all co:ferrence, except they Treat and conſer 
as the lawful Repreſentative of this Kirk, and be cloathed with 
the:r Commiſſion and Authority ; and therefore their Anſwer to 
the Overture is returned in the Name , and by the Authority of a 
Cominiſſion of the Kirk \, and a Committee is by A of che pre - 
tended Commiltio'1, ap>ointed for that purpoſe,viz. Their Myde . 
rator and ſome Brethren of the Presbyrery of Sr. Andrews. 


| is to be obſerved, that the ſcope of the Overture made by the 
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2, In that AR the ſaid Commitrcee is limitted in their conference 
ro the particulars expreſt in the Anſwer 'to the Overture. 

3+ The Anſwer to. the Overeure,. noponly refuſeth all things de- 
m:vded by the Proteſters, as peevious and preparatory to » Confe- 
1c" ce, but allo maketh the end of the Conference {( which was mo» 
deftly and fairly expreſt for both in our Overture.) to be, to hold 
forth light co the Proteſters in the watrer of diffcrence from the 
Publick Judicarories, and (as the Letter to Presbyreries cxprefly 
bearcth ) chat the diflenters from the Pub). ck Relolutions may be 
broughr up to unite with the Publick Endeavors of this Kirk, and 
fo the {tate of the difference berwixe them and us, is now again 
( ypon whar confiderations, or expeRatioris I (hall not deſcant ) 
made'as Wide as'it was before, when alf the Malignant party was in 
Axio» tq prarc them therein, oY + / 

4. The Anſwer aflerts and juſtiges,not only the Calling aud Con- 
Nirucion,but allthe Ads and Proceedings. of the late pretended Af- 
{embly and their Commiſſions, and condemneth all Teſtimonies a- 
2ainſt the Publick Reſolutions , and the ſaid pretended Judica- 
tories! or S114 | Ts 5 

The ſaid Apſwer declareth,That no Agreement 15 to be expected 
upon other terms then the late pretended Aflembly ar Edinburgh 


dd propoſe; for the Anſwer doth.attrm ghat they have found that 


the faid Aſſembly hath endeavored to itheurmolt of their power to. 
compoſe the preſent diftcrences, and did condeſcend upon ſuch O- 
vertures as -poſlibly they could perceive moſt conduceable ro rhat 
end. | | = 

Now, theſe Overtures, by them mentioned, do require an-expreſs 
vaſſing from all our former Teſtimonies, and that in time coming 
we ſhall never give any Teſtimony againſt the Publick Reſolutions, 


and other late corruptions and novations brought into the Church, 


for it is required to be ſet under our hands, Thar We hall nor held 
up debates by pricching WrHingerr otherwiſe, for any thing Which 
doth concern the late differences that hath arifen in this Church : 
So that we may not give Teſtimony or declare our Judgements in 
any caſc, bur muſt either be altogether filent in thele things, or elſe. 
conform our language to the Judgracnt of the pretended Afembly, | 
and if any Miniſter or Elder cannot in conſcience comply with thete- 
Overcures, though they be men eminent for gifts and graces, and 
| have 
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have bebn very uſeful and proficabie ſervants meheTords: Vinyard, 
and differ in nothing in judgmens with their Brethren in the Cons» 
kffidn of Faith, Direory for Wor ſhip and Government,yer they 
muſt be caſt forth as noſavory ſalt, becauſe they cannot agree ro a 
Novation Which-never was heard of before in-this Churchy! and 
which themſelves' in their Viridication gratt to-be' inxeterminers 
juris, The ſame ſeverity is enafted apainſt expeRtants to the Mis 
biſtry, and they muſt be debarted for this ſole cauſe, though they 
Were hever ſo wel qualified. ' If this be not Uſurpation and Tyrans 
by,the Preſats are very excuſable for their eartiage. - —- , 
6.Obferve how their Anfwer ro us,ard Letter ts the Preabyteries 
is ſtd with carnal policy, and very fat ffom that ſitnplicity atid 
candor which becomerh Miniſters of the Goſpel. They ſay , they 
are defirous to have the themory of our differerces and diſttaRions 
buried; yet with the fate breach tHhey-pive out'ſentente,, That we 
have not only been agents, bur active apents, and vigorouſly ative; 
and affirm this to be conſpicuous; not only co the, but to all who 
have beeti ooking on the matcer.'' But were it ſo, What need was 
there to teHit 2 Tf they would have theſe thingpburied, why did 
they affemble ſo- frequently rhis'Stithmer, t6 dig theth our af thar 
grave ?- Wete it nbr gteater ingenuity co'rel[the truth (as fomeof 
their number do) tharithefe Publick Reſolutions muſt ftard as the 
Authority and Warraht for! the Body of the:People, to riſe all in 
'Arms (without making diſtinion of- Friends-and Ebernies'to the 
Lord his Work ard People ) and affociare-among themſelves; arid 
with Forrejgners, when they ſhall-lznd with the King. They ſay, 
they will not queſtian, wherher we' did from-a defire-of removing 
differences, forbear to a in the capacity of Comimiſlzoners from the 
Gantt ly 1650; yet in+ the'very next words they doex- 
preſly queſtion it, and fay, Fr'feemerh not to copſiſt well with oar 
Anſwer to the' Synod'of Lothian, This is but a ſeeming/incon- 
fftency grounded on a real miſtake ; for 'the ' Overtbre mentioned 
by us,is not the ſame with thar, propoſed by the Synod of Lerhian, 
neither for the Mitcer, Perſons, Propoundets,or thetime-of making 
thereof's” Tt was-a more cqual Overttre then thatfromithe Bre- 
thren/of Lorbian, for it did not condemn 'the Authority of the 
Commiſſion 1650. more'then that'of 165 1. as'that- from Lathiar 
fd ;"ardir was propounted at a bp. Pre - 
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thren of the;Presbyterie of St; Andreas; and that diycrſe moneths 
afecr the Overture made by the B:ethrcn.in Lorbian,: If our Bre- 
thren had been well adviſed chey had ſpared this refleion. They 
ſay, they abſteined from meeting ſo much as ro ad Journ the Com- 
miſſion, and that to prevent the heighthnipg of differences til thetime 
of the Aflembly did approach rhat, they behoved co meet. I will not 
ſay, a« our Brethren do, Thar I will not queſtion if it was for that 
end they did abſteio,and then tollow ir with a contradiction ; I do 
plainly and ingenuoully profets, That I think,ic was another reaſon 
which made chem abſtein : It, was a clear caſe to all. who converſed 
with them at chat time, Thar fear of igtereaprion, by;the E ng liſh, 
an3 drawing prejudices on their perſons, made them abſtein, un- 
til che Malignant party (their penitents and correſpondents ) began 
to have power and favour, and procured ſome under-hand afuran- 
ces for their ſecurity.., And.itimay be yucll remembreg, that their 
Meeting at-that time -in 24-7, before their Aſſembly, was coloured 
with (pecious pretences, of uting eadcavors for union with the DiCſ- 
ſenters from the Publick Reſohutions ; yet here chey plainly cell us, 
that the expreſs end was, To determine the place of the enſ uing Aſ- 
ſembly ; to which I do readily;giye credit 3 for. they flighted che 
ſending adveitiſement;to us, and would not delay one fourcoight ac 
the carneſt defire of ſome few of our number, tha were pretent at 
that Meeting. They ſay,they could not delay to conſtitute them- 
ſelves into a General Ailembly wichout ugfaichfulneſs, notwich- 
ſtanding they kaow that ir was agreeable, {ga FE praftice of di- 
verſe Gen-Aſlemblies,to adjourn without conſtitution, and no pre- 
judice at all to their Liberties, as was repreſented to them at the 
ſame time. They ſay, that it hath been conſtantly holden in this 


Church, That a lawful General Aﬀembly, (ſuch as this was) is the 


mo't ſoveragin mean to heal ryptures & diſtraQtions 19 the Church, 
If they take out theſe words [_ [ucb #s thi Was] which they have 
foiſted in ro deſtroy the Text, their own conſciences will bear wir- 
neſs ro us, that weare of the ſame judgment : But ro ſay, That a 
p:crended Aflembly,made up of ſuch 2s haye brought in. Noyations 
and carried on a courſe of Dcfeion,& continuing therein without 
Repentarce, Is a SOveraign mean to heal ruptures and diftractions, 
is ſo far contrary to all reaſon and experience, as it hath proved to 
be a main caule of che cvils and troubles of this Church, as is decla- 
'F ; x red 


(11) 

xed by the General Aſſembly 1639. in their AR of the 17 of 
They do-wichour cauſe, refent, That the Narrative of our Over- 
ture doch caſt upon them refleCtions and aſperſions , and yet all a= 
long their Anſwer they make it their [tudy under che covert of At* 
beits, Airhowghs, aud Paremheſes to abuſe us with Calumnics. 
They declare, That they (hall not at.chis Meeting, nor hereafrer, 
uncil che chi.d Wedneiday of Febraary. © Ae tin proſecution 'of 
Cenſures already pronour:ced, or which may be incurred by their 
Brethren ; and thar they w'll inter poſe with Synods and Presbyte- 
rie- for the like. But what Sophiſtry is there here to delude the 
wo: | ',oi rather to meck their Brethren ? For firſt, They a& what 
they bad a mii:.d to at, inreference to matters in diffrence ; and 
then after cheir Mceting is difſolved, and no ſooner, they declare to 
us they will act no more at that Meetingnor hereafrer,till the third 
Wedreiday of Febr. and that is che time of their next Quarterly - 
Mceting: - 2ly, This ſeemiog forbearence to act during'that time, is 
not general, bur limitted to the matter of cenſures. 31ly,Thar's clog'd 
with another limitation,for ſay they, We muſt leave Synods &Preſ- 
byterics to that prudence and diſcretion which the exigence of their 
condition ſhall require, for putting in execution the Ads for debar« 
ring Elders from Voting in theſe Pdanartes ned Expectants from 
the Miniſtry, which chemſelves the laſt year did accompt to be no 
ſmall Cenſure, in the debarring Malignants from truſt ; but how 
much more in this caſe , which hath great influence to corrupt 
the Miniſtrie and |udicatories. 4ly, Their expreſſions which 
they choſe in their Lecter to the Presbyteries and Synods, are ſuch, 
as do rather incite to Cenſures, then prohibit ; for they infinuate a 
diſſike of their former moderation in Cenſures,which (they ſay) is 
well known to them, and to all men. 5ly, They well knew by 
the Conference which we had with themin 7#1y laſt, that it was 
not their Cenſures we feared, or much valued, but that we deſired 
that both of ns might be in the accompt of cither in a fit capacity to 
confer together, and not they looking on us as Delinquents at the 
bar, and themſelves as our ]udges; otherwiſe we ſee not to what 
good purpoſe we ſhould meet. 61y, The time, place, way,and num« 
ber of Perſons (which indeed is leaſt of all) ought to have been a- 
geccd upon by mutual conſent; yet even in theſe ſmaller matters 
they muſt keep a ſtate and authoritatively enjoyn all, without the 

: B 2 giving 


Og : 
#iving $the feaſt imcittatich of ot afoliciphl;an thy (ererta 
ſea anc the Meetitig was adjourned; In'rhe toIe df their Paper 
they would Fain Vitidicate! themiſclyes from: perſecution, but they 
would conſider, that juſtified defettion enderh ever in perſecution 
of the witneſſes agaioft jt. Some, who at the begining of this Defe> 
Aion , abhotred the, yery ſuppoſition of troubling any godly Bre- 
thren who differed from them in judgment, within ſome mioneths 
were perceived to make no great ſcruple to help forward the pers 
ſecution : others poi called it a perſecution the laſt year, to debar 
Malignants from Ci 


1 Civil and Military Truſt, wilt have it this year ns 
perſecution to debar pbdly and fairbful Elders; from Truſt in che 
Kirk ; andable, gracious and well qualified Expetants, froin rhe 
Miniſtry : - Conjun&on with:Gods Enemies, is alwaics attended 
with perſecut.on of his Friends ; and experience may teach us,that 
large Charity ro Malignants wil dry up much former love ro Gods 
Pcople.. Mans heat is deceiprfal above all things, - 1.ſfay no nivre 
but I deſire heartily to pray rhe Lord, to forgive them the deed 
and thing, who ſtorm ſo grievoutly to be rold of the name of perſe- 
cution, | 


| OBSERVATIONS 
Upon the Chief Acts of the two 
late P. Aflemblies at 


S&, ANDREWS and DUNDEE, 
the Year of God 1651, and 1652. 


Together with the Reaſons why the Miniſters,Elders and 
Profeſfors , who proteſted againſt the ſaid Pretend:d 
Afſſemblies,and the Pretended Afﬀembly at Edinburgh, 
cannot agreeto the Overtures made to them ar the 
Conference upon the 28. and 29. dayes of Fuly 1652, 


As alſo the InſtruRtions given by them to ſuch of their 
Number as were ſent to the ſaid Conference. 
And the Letter direRed to Mr. Davida 
Dick/on for communicating 
their PAPERS. 


\V hereunto is ſubjoyned the Propoſitions which were 
oftcred to the Meeting of Miniſters and others 
appointed to be keeped at Edinbnrgh 
july 21+ 1653. 


Ie» 


Printed in the Year 1653. 
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OBSERVATIONS 


LIpon the Chief Acts of the Two late 
P. Afemblies at S. eAndrews and 
Dundee_, the Year of God 
1651, and 1652. 


AQ at Dundee, approving the Proceedings of the Commiſſion 
of the former Aſſemblic, ly 24. 1651. Poſtmeridicms. 


He Generall Aſſembly having conſidered 
the report of the Commutee appointed for 
reviſing the Proceedings of the Commi|- 
ſion of the preceding Aſſembly, * and 
having alſo heard the dowbts and. ob- 
© fy 1c1t0ns of diverſe Brethren, againſt their 
eſolutions after-mentioned, after due examination, 
long aud much debate and mature deliberation, b The Aſſembly 
findes the Feal, diligence , wiſdom and faithfulneſie of the 
ſaid Commiſstoners tn the diſcharge of the truſt committed 
unto them,uery zreat, and in the manifold difficulties of this 
laſt years great and dangerous occaſions , therr watchfulneſſe 
and labour s to have been very ſingular and more then ordina- 
ry : And therefore do approve their As and Proceedings, 
c eſpecially their ſeuſe of the Weſtern Remonſtrance, Perth 
Novemb. 28, their Anſwer to the Parliaments Quzre, 
A 2 anent 
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(4 
anent the mare generall calling forth of the People, Perth 
Decemb. 13. their Solemn Warning, Perth Jin. 6, their 
Anſwer to the Letter of the Miniſters of the Presbyterie of 
Stirling, Perth Jan, 6. their Anſwers to the Letters from 
other Brethren and Presbyteries in relation to Publ:ck Reſo- 
lations, th:ir Anſwer to his c Majeſty, and Committce of E- 


ſtates Letter anent the Proteſtation of the Miniſters of Stit- 


ling, Perth March 18; their Ad? con: ernimg the appoſers of 
Publick Reſolutions, 4nd Letter to Presbyterres thereupon, 
their Anſwer tothe Quere anent the Afts of Ciaſſes. 4 And 
in th: ſe and the reft of their proceedings,do jnaze them tode- 
ſerve high commendation. Onely the Aſſemvly having conſti- 


' dered their Ad and Declaration of Auguſt 13, 1650. at the 


Weft Kirk, finding that ſome have already made i11 uſe of 
the ſame: And te the end that it may not hereafter be to any a 
ground of unwarrantable proceeding in reference to tie Kings 
Majeity,or any of his Succeſſors, Declare, that the ſai4 Att 
and Declaration ſhall nat in any time coming be interpreted 
to have any ether meaning, thenthat the Kings Intereſt is not 
to be owned but in ſubordination to God , the Kirk being 
ever willing, as their duty & , to own and maintain in their 
ſtation, hg HMajeſties Intereſt is that ſubordination, accord- 
ing to the Covenants, And the Aſſembly Ordains Maſter 
Robert Bailzie Moderator pro tempore, to return totheir 
ſaid Brethren hearty thanks in the name of the Aſſembly , for 
their great pains ,travell and fidelitie_. 


Sic ſubſcribitur 


CLHA,KER, 


* Obfer- 
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(5) 
Obſervations upon the ſame eA@, 


A. Here was neither ſuch fair hearing allowed , nor ſuch due 
examination aſed , nor ſuch mature deliberation taken as 

was requilite in ſuch a caſe, anent which ſuch a mulcitude of god- 
ly Mimſters , Elders and Profeſſors in the Lavd had ſo great diſ- 
{atisfaction in their con{ciences; For, 1. Albeit the moſt marertall 
a::d important of theſe proceedings of the Commiſlion { to wit, 
their anſwets and reſolutions about imploying ſuch as were for- 
merly exciuded ) were of thi-gs which the Authors thereof ac- 
knowledge not to have been determined by ary of the former Af- 
ſemblies of this Kirk , as is granted in che Vindication of that Aſ- 
ſembly; yea, of things which to their ki,owledze were in the judg- 
ment of many gracious ones in the Land, contrary to many Acts, 
Warnings,and Declarations of former Aſlemblies,and to the Cove- 
nant,and the Word of God, yet.as the Commiſion had at firſt de- 
termined the ſame in a vety thin meeting at Perth, not only before 
communicating the ſame to Presbyteries ., and hearing their judg- 
ment there- anent ; but the greateſt part of their number being ab= 
ſeat, and many of them not being at all advertiſed; ſo did that Afſ- 
ſetmbly at D#ndee go on very ſuddenly,notwithſtanding that a de- 
lay was molt earneſtly deſired at $, Andrews where they firſt mer, 
and that it be expreſlely provided by an AR of the Aﬀembly 1639, 
That no Novation which may diſturb the Peace of the' Church,and 
make diviſion,be ſudden'y propounded and erated ; but fo, as the 
motion be firſt communicated to the ſeverall Synods, Presbyteries 
and Kirks , that the matter may be approved by all at home, and 
Commillioners may come well prepared, unanimouſly to conclude 
a ſolid deliveration upon theſe points in the Generall Aﬀembly. 
2+ Albeit many things were oftered unto them , both from the 
Scriptures and Reaſon, and from many Acts of former Aﬀemblies 
againſt the proceedings of the Commiſſion , and the approving 
thereof; the reading of a part whereof , to wit , Sir Archibald 
7ohnſtoun of Wariſtoun their own Clerk his Letter, was much preſ- 
ſed ar ſeverall Diets by many of their own number, yet were not 
theſe things heard,nor taken in coniideration,nor could the reading 
A3 of 
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” 
of that Letter be obtained, notwithſtanding that it was once pub- 
|ckly promiſed by the Moderator. 

B. Would to God their wiſdome and faithfulneſſe in the diſ- 
charge of their truſt had dcen ſuch: as might juſtly deſerve ſuch a 
commendation; but we fear that upon examination,it ſha! be found 
not to have been ſo : 1. Becauſe they did not keep themſelves 
within the bounds of their truſt, which was ro treat and determine 
in the matters referred unto them, as their Commillion expreſlely 
bears ; but it was not referred unto them to determine Caſes not 
formerly determined by atiy Aiſembly of this Church , there is no 
ſuch clauſe in their Commiſion , yer did they determine a very 
orave Caſe, to wit, the imploying of theſe who were formerly ex- 
cluded , which by the chiet Authors of that determination, 1s ac- 
knowledged to have been 17determizati jurs, a fauit that was the 
orcater, becaule it is provided by the Acts of the General! Aſſem- 

ly 1641, That ſince it hath pleaſed God to vouchſafe us the li- 
berty of yearly Generall Aſſemblies, that no novation in DoErine, 
Worſhip or Government, be brought in or practiſed in this Kirk, 
unlefle it be firſt propounded, examined and allowed in the Gene- 
rall Aſſembly. 2. Bceauſe they did not onely go beyord their 
truſt, bur walk contrary unto their cruſt, great part of thcir truſt 
was, to prelerve the eſtabliſhed DoErine, Diſcipline, Worſhip and 
Government of th s Kirk, againſt all who ſhould endeavor to bring 
in any contrary thereunto, ro cenſure Complyers and perſons diſ- 
afteed to the Covenant , according to the Acts of the Alembly, 
and to proteſt againſt all encroachments upon the Liberties of che 
Kirk; in all which three they failed: 1. In the matter of preſer- 
vinz the DoQrine, not onely becauſe they. taught and allowed, 
that Malignants being Subjects , might beimployed and intruſted 
for defence of the Cauſe and Kingdom, as appears at length in their 
Warning of the date fannary 1651+ andin their An- 
ſwer to the Letter of the Presbyterie of Stir/5-g art the ſame NDict, 
rotwithſtanding that the contrary had been conſtantly taught and 
holden by this Kirk theſe years paſt , but alſo were inſtrumentall 
unto the actuallAmploying and intruſting of theſe men, which as to 
man could not but prove deftrutive to the Doftrine , Worthip, 
Diſcipline and Government of this Kirk. 2+: In the matter of 
cerſuring Complyers and Perſons dil-afteFed vo the Covenant, ac. 
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cording to the Acts of the Aﬀembly , becauſe they did not onely 
allow perſons who were not of conſtant integrity 3nd 2fteion ro 
the Cauſe,and of a blamelefle and Chriſtian cor,vcrtztion” to be in;- 
ployed and intruſted, which was cor:trary to our Solcmne Engage- 
ment,but alſo becauſe they take off Cenſurcs which had been for- 
merly inflited upon many diſ-affeted pertons, who had not in 
their ordinary converſation , given reall teſtimony of their diſl.ke 
of the late unlawfull Engagement, and of the courſes and wayes of 
Malignants, and of their ſorrow for acceſtion to the ſame, and to 
live ſoberly, rightcouſly and godly, notwithſtanding that this was 
expreſſely provided by the Act of the Generall Aﬀſembly 1649. and 
did ordain Presbyteries to cenſure all ſuch Miniſters withia their 
bounds as did oppoſe or bear teſtirrony againſt theſe their proceed- 
ings. 3- In the matter of proteſting againit-encroackments upon 
the Liberties of the Kirk, becauſe when ſome Miniſters were conft- 
ned at Pe#th by the Civil Magiſtrate for their doctrine, before they 
wcrecited or ſentenced by any of the Judicatorics for the ſame, 
they were ſo far from proteſting againſt this, that as they were (i- 
lent when theſe Minifters were firſt cited, notwithſtanding that the 
Letter of citation was communicatcd unto them by the Committee 
of Eſtatcs; ſoby a Publick Paper given in co the Parliament , they 
did condemne the Proteſtation of theſe Miniſters againſt that cit2- 
tion and confinement , which Paper is eſpecially approven in this 
Ac. 

C. Tt is not our purpoſe to fall upon the particulars which are 
ſaid to be eſpecially approven here; but by the 1word eſpecia#y,and 
by the particulars which are here mentioned it is evident that the 
ſpirit which ruled in the Aſſembly at D#ndee, was zealous above- 
meaſure for the Publick Reſolutions, moſt of all the Proceedings of 
the Commiſſion that relate thereunto, or to the oppoſers thereof, 
or any Teſtimony given againſt the ſame, being particularly mentio- 
ned,and eſpecially without leaving out , mr uch lefle excepting ſo 
much as their A concerning-the oppoſers of Publick Reſolutions, 
and Letter to Presbyteries thereupon , by which all of them were 
appointed to be cited as perſons guilty to the Aſſembly,and ſo were 
excluded from having any hand to treat or vote therein in any 
thing concerning the Publick Reſolutions, which beſide the in jury 
done to the perſons,was to prz-limit the Aſſembly ,and to make it 
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up of ſuch oncly as did approve of their Proceedings. 

'Þ. The generality of Malignant and diſ-affeRed perſons in the 
Land, who have been eemtes to Reformation ard godlinefle , do 
joyn in this bigh eeſtimony, and cry-up theſe proceedings and the 
Authors thereof,as deſerving high commendation, but moſt of the 
godly of the Land refuſe ro pur to their ſeal thereto,and make theſe 
proceedings the matter of their mourning, begging pardon and re- 
pentance unto the Authors thereof. : 

E.This is another evidence, whac ſpirit led that Aſſembly,as every 
thing muſt be cried- up that made for ſtrengthningof thePublick re- 
ſolutions,fo every thing mult be cryed-duwn that made for weak- 
ning thereof ; yea, that very Declaration which before D#mbar 
was unanimoully condeſcended upon and approven borh by the 
Commilſlion of the Kirk and the Committee of Eſtates, for holding 
forth the true ſtate of the quarrell upon which the Kingdom then 
fought,and for ſhutting our every Malignant party, or quarrell,or 
intereſt. 1- By infinuating that it hatch already been to ſome a 
ground of unwarrancable proceeding in theſe words of their AQ; 
To the end it may not hereafter be to any a ground of unwarrante 
able proceeding tn reference ts the Kings Majefty , or any of hu 
Sacceſſours, 2+ They take onely one clauſe of the whole Decla- 
ration,to wit,that the Kings Tztereſ} 35 net to be owned but in [ub- 
orazration to God, leaving wholly out another materiall part there- 
of,to wit, andſo far as he oWnes and proſecutes the (, anſe of God, 
and diſclaims his and bB fathers oppeſition to the Work, of God, 
nd to the (ovenant,and likeWiſe all the exemies thereof ; which 
15 again repeated thus in the cloſe of thatDeclaration,and that they 
will With convenient ſpecd take in conſideration the Papers lately 
fcnt unto them, and viniicate themſelves from all the falſhoods 
contained therein, eſpecially in tho/s things Wherein the quar= 
rell betwixt 16 and that party is mife Sb«tedgas if we owned the late 
Kings proceedings and were reſolved to proſecute aud maintain his 


preſent Majeſties Intercft, before and without acknoWledg ment of 


1 he (us of his Houſe and former Wajes , and ſarufattion to Gods 
People in both Kingdoms, Theqmitting of which Clavſes doth 
ſo far as I can diſcern either from the Aﬀemblies own words , or 
from the judgments and expreflions of theſe who had chief hand 
therein, or from comparing things with rhings, mdced import an 
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altering of the ſtate of the queſtion,and briogs it to that -which was 
ſo much pleaded for by the oppoſers of Reformation from the ve- 
ry beginning of our differences with the Kings father, eſper:ally by 
ſome of the Authors of the crofle Petition in 1643. and of the un- 


lawfull Engagement in the year 1648. to wit, that though the 
King did not diſclaim his former oppoſition. to the Work of God 
and to the Covenant,and likewiſe all the enemies thereof, and own 
and proſecute the Cauſe of God, yet we ought to owne his Kingly 
Intereſt, by admitring him tv the exerciſe of his Royall Power,and 
obcying himin al chings lawful, which how far it reacheth,as to the 
caſting looſe, and condemning of the former proceedings of this 
Church and Kingdom with the King and his Father, and making a 
new ſtate of the queſtion, hath been often heretofore ſhewen by 
this Church, and cannot bur be obvious to every intelligent man. 


SD22LICTSSSLISSOS 


Two Acts of the Aflembly at Dandee, 
and one Act ofthe Aﬀembly at Edin- 
burgh, which relates unto cen(ures, 


Duwpzsz Fulityt, 1651. antemer. Sell.19, 


AR for cenſuring of thoſe who do not acknowledge this 
preſent Alembly,and do not acquieſce to the 
Acts thereof, &c. | 


He General Aſſembly conſidering that all perſons who 
i proteſt againſt ,and decline the authority of the General 

- Aſſembly, are ceuſurable by the Aits and Conſtitutions 

of this Kirk, with the higheſt cenſures thereof, and that by 
the AM of the ſolemne General Aſſembly of Glaſgow , 20. 


Decemb,1638, Sefl,26.Precbyteries and Provincials are or - 
daintd 
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| (10) | 
dained to cite and cenſure all ſuch as would wet acknowledge 


the ſaid Aſſembly. Andthe Aſſembly being wery (enſible of 
the prequaice this Kirk may [offer in her Liberties and Privi. 
ledges,by the beginnings of ſuch pratices (if they be not time. 
ouſly prevented and reftrained ) Therefore according to the 
pradtice and example of the (aid Aſſembly, They. ordain Pref. 
byteries and Provinciall Aſſemblies,to call before thews all per- 
ſons that do n8t acknowledge this preſent Aſſem' ly,and to cen- 
ſure them according to the degree of their contempt and obſti- 
nacie tothe Aits of this Kirk: And the Aſſembly havingalſo 
conſidered that bythe afore-mentioned Act of the Aſſembly of 
Glaſguw.and another Act of the ſaid Aſſembly, Decemb.18. 
Seſſ. 24. Presbrterics are ordained to proceed againſt theſe 
that do net acquieſce tothe Adts of the [aid Aſſembly, andthat 
refuſe themſeiucs, or draw others from the obedience of the 
Mt of the General Aſſembly,in manner mentioned in the [aid 
Af, Therefore do ratifie and approve the ſaid Als, and de- 
clare , that they are to be extenacd azainſt Miniſters cenſured 
by this Aſſembly.,and a'i thoſe that eppeſe the Pablick Reſoluti- 
ons thereof. Ordainins alſs Presbyteries and Provincial A(- 
ſemblies, To call before them all perſons that [hall not acqui- 
eſce tothe Aits and Conſtitutions of thus preſent Aſſembly, and 
r0 deal with them by conference for their [atisfattion, Andif in 
their conference with them they ſhall ſtill oppoſe the Afts and 
Concluſjons of this Aſſembly , That they cenſure them accor- 
ang to the degree of their offence and obſtinacie tothe Ails of 
this Aſſembly. And where Presbyteries are mezligent or 
wanting herein , the Aſſembly appoints the Commiſion ap- 


pornted for Publick Aﬀarrs, to proceed againſt the (4id offen- 


ders reſpe&iv& und ts cenſure them in manner abo weſpeci» 
fied, giving untothem full power far that effett. 
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Eodem die at Dundee Seſ.19.antemerid. 


AR againſt ExpeQants who oppoſe the 
Publick Reſolutions. | 

T He General Aſſembly underſtanding the ſcandall and preju- 

L dice of praftices and carriage of ſome Expettants and ſty- 
dents, attenders of families, for perfor mance of religions duties 
by their private or pablick, opp"ſing Publick Reſolutions, For 
removing whereof they do extend the Atl of the «Aſſembly 1640, 
Seſſ. 10. againſt expettants, reſuſing to [ub[cribe the Covenant 
ard the cenſure therein Specified, ag ainſt all expetants, ſin !ents 
in Divinity and attenders upon families for religions duties, that 
ſhral not acknowledge the General Aſſemblies of this Kirk , and 
thu preſent General Aſſembly, and that ſhal not acquieſce to the 
Atts and Conſtitations thereof ; and do ordain them to be remo- 
ved from urſaries, and to be diſcharged from publich preaching 
and catechifing in Congregations and familics,and from all other 
privilcdges and liberties allowed ts expettants, appointing Preſ- 
byteries and Provincials to proceed againſt them accordingly. 


Edinburgh 3. Aug.1652. antemer. Seſſ 19. 


AQ concerriing admitting ExpeRants to their tryals, and 
Ruling Elders to a&t in Presbyteries and Synods. 
Tz General eA(ſembly having out of their earneſt deſire of 
the Peace and Unity of this Kirk, condeſcended upon an O- 
vertare of Peace, and not onely propounded it to ſome Brethren 
Who were here, eppoſite ts the Pablick Judicatories of thu Kirk, 
But alſo in purſuance of that end, Ordained the (aid Overinre to 
be preſented aud offered by the ſeveral Presbyteries or Synods, to 
all in their yeſpettive bounds , Who have Proteſted againſt, and 
Declined,or conſented or adhered unto the Proteſtations and De- 
clinatours made againſt this and the preceding General iſſembly, 
and the conditions therein contained, to be required of them, And 
conſidering the great prejudice like to ariſe to tha Kirk, by en- 
creaſing of our nnlbappy Differences aud DiStratlions, if young 
» men ſhal be admitted tnto the Miniſtery, which ual ſtill blow the 
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(12) ; 
ſire of contention, and continue in avowed oppoſition to, and con- 
tempt of the Publick, Judicatories, Therefore Ordains Presbyte= 
7165 t0 take ſpecial care, that upon the calling of any Expettant to 
4 pariicular charge of the Miniftery before they admit him to his 
trials,they require him wnder his haud,to paſſe from the Proteſt a- 
F085 and Declinatours againſt this, and the preceding General 
Alsembly, if he hath been acceſsory to the ſame , and to promiſe 
and give aſſwrance, that he ſhal abſtain from holding up Debates 
ans Controverſies , about matters of Differences in thu Kirk , 
fence the Aſſembviy 1650, in Preaching, writsng, or other Wayes, 
Vpon the performance whereof, the Presbyterie ſhal proceed to his 
zrials, if not, in that caſe, the Presbyterie ſhal foebear to proceed 
#u%'il tne next General Aſſembly, leaving liberty to the Presby- 
terie and Congregation for planting of the place otherwiſe. And 
the Aſſembly Ordains and requires, that Presbyteries be not ſt- 
den to lay by /uch young men as at firſt refuſes or (cruples to per= 
form theſe conditions mentioned , but that pains be taken upon 
them to convince them of the reaſonableneſſe thereof, and to per= 
ſwade them to embrace them, and ts give them a competent time 
for 1hat effe FF. 

Likeas the Aſſembly conſidering the prejudice of Elders come 
ing to Presbyteries for ſtreng theniag a fattien in opp? ſition ro the 
Publick, Judicatories, Ordains, that Precbyierges ſhal require 
the ſame things fore mentioned of every Ruling.Elder that comes 
to fit and aft in Presbyteries ; and in caſe of hu refuſal, ſhall not 
admit him to act as an Elder in the Presbyterie , but require the 
Kirk Seſsion from Which he is [ent,to make choiſe of,and [end an- 
other, who for the Peace of this Church, (hal agree to perform the 
conditions required, 


Heſe three Acts I have put together , becauſe they are much 

of the fame or like naturegthat is,fuch as ordain cenſures upon 
theſe who do not acknowledge the authority of that Aﬀembly at 
Dundee, or who ſhall nor acquieſce to the Ads and Conſtiturions 
thereof,or who ſhall not paſſe from rhe Proteltations againſt theſe 
two pretended Aſemblies at Dundee and Edinburgh ; and I offer 
unto the Reader theſe animadverſions upon them: 1+ That in the 


firſt AR at D#nder,the AR of the Aſſembly at GlaſgoWy 20, woo 
cemb. 


(13) _ 
cemb,1638. Seſs.26. is not faithfully made ufe of, but by leaving 
out of ſome words.is ſtrerched beyond the ſenſe and meaning there- 
of, The words of that At Decemb.20.1638 are, that all ſuch as 
are ſcandalow and malicious , and Will uot acknowledge nor ac- 
quie{ce unto the eAtts thereof, be cenſured according to their mas. 
lice and contempt. Bit at Dundee theſe words, ſcandalous and 
malicious are left ont , and the cenſure is extended ro all perſons 
thar do not acknowledge that Aſsembly,how blameleſs or holy ſo- 
ever they be in their carriage , or how tender or ſober ſoever they 
be in not acknowledging the ſame. 2. Whereas the AR of Glaſ- 
goW 1638. Decemb.18.Sels.24. Ordains Presbyteries to proceed 
With the cenſures of the Kirk, to excommunication againjt thoſe 
Miniſters only Who being depoſed, acquieſre not to thesy ſentences, 
but exerciſe ſome part of their Minifterial funilion, refuſe them- 
[+lves, and withataw others from the obedience of the Atts of the 
Aſſembly. By the Actat Dmndee,all perſons whatſoever who ſhal 
ſo do,are made liable roexcommunication. Thar the fin and ſnares 
of theſe three Afts may be the better underſtood , I defire a ſhore 
view to be taken. 1.Of the thing that is thereby made cenſurable. 
2. Of the cenſures themſelves. 3. Of the perſons who fall under 
that cenſure. The thing that is made cenſurable is, the not ac- 
knowledging of that Aſsembly,or not acquieſcing to the As and 
Conſtitutions thereof, or refn.ing to paſs from the Proteltations a- 
e4inſt the two late Aſsemblies, &c. things that are in themſelves 
not cenſurable,but commendable,not frns but duties,as js ſufficient- 
ly demonſtrated in other Papers and Treatifes which are already 
pnbliſhed;becauſe that Aſsembly at D«xgee was no free nor lavwful 
Aſsembly. ; 

The cenſures contained in theſe As are either in- reference to 
places and truſt in the Church, or in reference to Church-fellow- 
ſhip and communion as Church-members. The cenſures of the firſt 
kind are either for keeping from places and truſt, or for removing 

om the ſame. The firſt are relative. 1. to Expedaants, ſtudents of 
Divinitie,attenders upon Families, who by the ſecond Act at Der 
a:e,and by their extending the Act of the Aſlembly 1640: Sef. 10. 
are declared uncapable of a Pedagogie, teaching of a School, catc- 
chizing of a family, preaching or catechizing in a Congregation, or 
of a Burſary,or of liberty to reſide within a Burgh, Univerſity or 
Colledge 
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oo (14) 
Colledge,or of ary other priviledge and liberty allowed to Expe- 
ants And by the AQ at Edirbwrgh it is provided, that if any of - 
them be called to a particular charge of the Miniſterie, that the Preſ- 
by terie [hall not admit him to his trials , urlfle he do under his 
hand paſſe from the Proteſtarions againſt theſe ewo Aſſemblies at 
Dandee and at Elinburgh , and promiſe and give aflurance never 
any more to open his mouth,nor put pen to paper againſt the Pub- 
lick Refolations , and the things that have followed thereupon, 
which chey cxorelle by abſtaining from holding up Debates and 
Coutroverſies about matrers of D frrences in this Kirk , fince the 
Aſſembly 1650» which if he do refuſe , that there ſhall be no pro+ 
ceeding wn his tryals till the next General! Aſſembly, and that in the 
mean while liberty be lefc to the Presbyterie and Congregation to 
plant the place orherwiſe. 2. To Ruliog Elders coming to it and 


ain Presbyteries , who by the AR at Eximbnrgh incaſe of their 


refulall to perform the things formerly mentioned, the Presbyte- 
ries are ordained not to admit them to at as Elders in the Presby - 
terie» Theſe cenſures that concern removing from places and truſt, 
are determined in regard of Elders in Presbyteries, and ExpeRtants 
ro preach or cat: chize in Families or Congregations, or have Bur 
fries, for both theſe (-f they do not condefcend to the former con» 
ditions) muſt unjuftly be removed and diſcharged, the Elder from 
ſittingin the Presbyterie, the Expectant from his preaching or ca- 
rechizing, or burſarie. Concerning Miniſters they are not ſo ex- 
preſſe, bur leave it to Presbyteries, to.proceed according to the de- 
orec of the offence ; yer ſo, as there be clear ground laid for their 
ſuſpenſion or depoſition; yea far more, becauſe they not onely ap- 
point cenſures equivalent to the ſuſperſion or depoſition of Mini- 
ſters upon ExpeCtants and Elders , and have gone before by their 
own exa:mple, ſuſpending ſome Miniſters,and depoſing others : but 
do ordain Presbyteries and Provinciall Afemblies , to call before 
them all perſons that do not acknowledge. that Afembly at D#»- 
dee, and to cenſure them ; and do alſo in.the beginning of the firſt 
AR declare, Thar all perſons who.proteſt againſt , and decline the 
authority of the Generall Aſlembly,are cenſurgble by che As and 
Conſtitutions of this Kirk, with the higheſt cenſures of this Kirk 
and in the body thereof do declare , That the tivo Ads of the Al 
ſembly at Glaſgow 1638. (The firſt whereof ordains Presbyteries 

to 
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to proceed with the cenſures of the K'ric to excommunication) are 


not onely to be exter ded againſt Miniſters cenſured at Dundee, 
but alſo againlt all thoſe chat oppoſe the Publick Reſolutions 
thereof. 

_ The cenſures that relate to Church-fellowſhip and communi- 
on, are deſigned in the firlt AF, which ſtrikes equaly againſt all 
perſons whatſoever, who are Church-membetrs, Miniſters, Elders, 
Expe&tants and Profellors , who if they do not acknowledge that 
Aſſembly at 2 #»dee, are appointed to be cired and cenſured accor- 
ding to the degree of their conterapt and obſt-nacy againſt theARs 
of this Kirk, and if they oppoſe the Reſolutions, or do not ac- 
quieſce to the Acts and Conſtitutions of thar Aſſembly, then to be 


- - procceded againſt and cenſured according to theſe Acts at Glaſgow 


which are extended unto them ; now the not acknowledging or 
declining the authority of the Aﬀembly is in their conſtruction in 


the beginning of this AR, cenſurable with the higheſt cnſures of 


the Kirk, according to the As and Conſtitutions of this Kirk, 


ard the oppoſing of the Publick Reſolutions,or the not acquieſcing - 


to the Ads and Conſtitutions of the Aſſembly at Dundee, js.to be- 


cenſured with the cenſures contained in the AR at G!a/gow, Dec, 
18. S*{f 28.1638.Thus all the Miniſters, Efders and Expce&antsin 


the Church of Scorland, who do not acknowledge that Aﬀembly, .. 
or oppoſe the Refojutions thereof, or do not acquieſce to the Acts - 
and Conſtitutions thereof, are to be laid afide, diſcharged filenced ? 


ſuſpended or depoſed; yea. all the Miniſters, Elders, Expeants an 
Profellors'in the Church of Scor!and, who. do not acknowledge. 


that Aﬀſembly,or who do oppoſe the Reſolutions thereof, or who. - 
do not acquieſce to the Acts and Conſtitutions thereof, are made. 
Jyable to excommunication, if afcer conference they do not. receive - 


ſatisfaction. R | R,, 


From what'is already Gaid ir-doth appear who Ace the, 


(as to the matter of their ſuppoſed offence) are to be cenſure dl: 
ſhall onely adde , thit as to their reall qualification and carriage, - 


that they are not ſuch who have been enemies, or diſ-afeced to. 


the Work of Reformatiqn , or fcandalous or looſe in their. conver: 
ſatioh, but ſuch as'have been/zealous thereof, and FaichFull therein: 


ow 


of 


= 


from the beginning, hd blamelefſe in their conyerſation,and cangar:' 


ackiio\wledge that Aſſembly, nor acquieice to the Ads and Coniti- 
| turions 
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turions thereof for conſcience ſake, hiving a well- warranted pers 
{waſion in themſelves, that they do herein walk according to 
former ſound principles, to depart from which were but to involve 
themſelves inthe common defection with others. And as theſe 
perſons are ſo quajified in their carriage to the Publick Work, and 
in their converſation , fo for their number thcy make up a ver 
great partof the godly in the Land, wherher Miniſters Elders, Ex- 
peRants or Profetlors. 


An Af and Overture of the General A. 
 ſembly, for the Peace and Vnion 


of the Kirk. 
© Edinburgh 2. Augaſt, 1652. Poſtmeridiem. Seſſ.18, 


«<-T He Generall Aﬀembly being deeply affeted with ſenſe of 
© | the many and ſadevils & calamities that have already ariſen 
*bothrto Kirk and State within this Land,by the lamentable divifi- 
&* ons and diſtractions amongſt Miniſters and others of the People 
* of God in this Kirk, and apprehenſive of greater evils which may 
« yer follow,to the over-throwing of che bleſſed Work of Refor- 
© mation,'which theLord,in his great and ſpeciall mercy, was plea- 
©* ſed to ſet up amongſt us, having carryed it through, many dith- 
«culties and opyoſitions ) and to the laying of the Kirk of God 
*waſte and deſolar,if theſe diviſions and diſtraRiovs.thal-continue; 
*And being moſt defirous,as the Servants of Jeſus Chriſt ,. who is 
*the Prince of Peace,to ule all neceſlary and lawfull means (fo far 

*25 their knowledge and power can reach) for preventing the en- 
© creaſe of theſe divifions, and making up of the breaches. And be- 
*ing firtnly reſolved, for obtaining of this deſirable end,ia all meck- 
*nefle,gentlenefſe and moderation,to condeſcend ſo far as they can, 
* without violation of Truth,and of the juſt authority of the Go- . 
© vernment and Courts of Jeſus Chriſt in his Kik ) unto their , 
© Brethren of the Miniſtery and others of the People of God, who-. 
"have been this late time by-paſt , and are at difference. with, the , 
*© Jndicatories of the Kirk , for bringing them to an happy. con- . 
S, 4 2». "en 


- 


| (17) | 
's junFion with their Brethren in unity of the Spirit in the bond of 
Pace» 
© Therefore, for giving 3n cvidence and demonſtration of their 
f eal intentions & ſincere purpoſe about the premiſſes,as they have 
&« already, by ſome of their number commiltionated for that eftect, 
& [)eclared and made offer to ſome of theſe their Difſenting Bre- 
*thren,who were hece in the time of theAflembly,ſo now again do 
*« Drclare and make offtcr by this preſent At, That the four Bre- 
*h:en,who,by the preceding General Aſsembly at S. Andrews and 
©*'Dundee,weie upon ſpeciall conſideration juftly cenſured,for' pro- 
« reſting againſ} and declining the Authority thereof,ſhal have the 
t*cenſures inflicted on them by thatAflembly for the caule foreſaid, 
6 taken off themz And further, that no cenſure thall be inflicted on 
*them for not ſubmitting to the foreſaid cenſures;yes,and thatno 
* cenſure ſhal be inflicted for their Proteſting againſt, and declining 
&« of this preſent Gen. Al. Providing 1-thar they do paſſe from the 
« ſaid two Proteſtations againſt,and declinators of the rwo foreſaid 
« Aſſemblies, judicially under their hand, berween and the ſecond 
« Wedneſday of November next enſumg,in their ſeveral Presbyte- 
&« ries or Synods reſpective, 2+. That they alſo give aſſurance in 
©« manner foreſaid, that they ſhall forbear holding up diviſions by 
« debates about matters of our late differences ſince the Aſſembly 
« 1650.in preaching, writing, or any otherwiſe. Likeas the Aſ- 
«*{embly doch Declare and make offer, that all ſuch as did concur in, 
©. or have been acceflory unto the Proteſtation and Declinatour a- 
« gainſt the Aﬀſembly at &. e-LndreWs and Dwndee, and were not 
cenſured, ſhall be free from whatſoever cenſure might have been 
«inflicted by any AR of the ſaid Aſſembly , and that no ſuch A&t 
& ſhall have any force againſt them hereafter in ay Judicatory of 
© this Kirk, and that no cenſure ſhall be inflicted on chem for their 
& acceſſion unto the late Proteſtation and Declinatour againſt the 
© preſent Aſſembly, Providing they ſhall perform the foreſaid pro- 
&« viſions within the time, and after the manner therein ſpecified. 
* And forproſecution of this purpoſe, the Generall Aflembly 
*ordains the ſeveral Presbyteries or Synods of this Kirk to preſent 
*rhis offer, with the Proviſions therein contained, unto all ſuch per- 


*ſons as are before-mentioned within their bounds re/peive:And 
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© {incaſe the plurality of RE... or Synods ſhal refuſe to pro- 
& 5ound the ſaine,the Aflembly doth warrand ſuch Brethren as ac- 
*knowledge the Authority of theſe Aſſemblies, to propound them: 
©:nd,having made report of their diligence and ſucceſſe therein to 
«©the next enſuing Quarterly Meeting of the Commiſſion of the 
©Kir, if ch:y be then fitting, thereafrer to do as they finde 
« by the Rule of the Word of GOD, and the Ads and 
© Conſtitutions of General! Aﬀemblies of this Kirk, to be moſt ne- 
*© cefſary and conducible for preſervation of truth , for procuring 
* the Peace and welfare of the Kirk , and maintenance of rhe Au- 
* thority of the Afſemblies thereof, as they will be anſwerable to 
© the next Generall Aſſembly ; And recommends unto them to 
&© take advice of the Commillion of the Kirk for their proceeding 

© in aty matter of importarce of this kinde. 
&  * And now the Generall Aﬀembly having out of tender affe- 
& ion toward their Brethren, and fincere defire of unity and con- 
© cord with chem in the Lord,and for the Lord, condeicended unto 
© this moderation and meekneſſe , do obteſt all and every one of 
© them in the Name of Jeſus Chriſt, and expeR,as they tender the 
© preſervation of the Government-of this Kirk (which adverſaries 
© without and within, taking advantage of our.diviiions and di- 
© {traRions are labouring to ſubvert) and as they love the eſta- 
© blithing and promoving of the Kingdom of Chriſt in this Land, 
< and will be anſwerab'e to him in the great Day,that they would, 
« accepting of this offer of love; return unto unity with their Bre- 
<« thren-in their ſeverall reſpective places and Judicatories,and con- 
© cur'in an unanimous Way, for preſerving. and promoving the 
« Work of Reformation in all the parts thereof, and-for electing of 
&« Commiltioners to the next enſuing General] Aſſembly. And if 
© they ſhall (refuſing to accept this offer )continue to hold up the 
* diviſions, 'the Aſſembly leaveth it to the jndgement of. all the 
© Kirks of Chriſt abroad,to bear witneſle if we have not faithfully 
* endeavoured for our part,to heal our preſent breaches; and if we 
< {hall nor be free of the guile of the ſad conſequences that may 
* come to the Work and people of God in this Land, by continued 


e« diſtractions. | 
. FJ, Makghie. 
This 


(19) - 
' OB88ERVATIONS, 

His Overture, for the ſubſtance of it (as is hinted in the Pa- 
perit ſelf ) was in the time of the ſitting of that Aſſembly 
communicated in a Conference by ſome of the Members thereof in 
the name of the reſt, unco ſome who were ſent from the Meeting 
of theſe who differ from the Publick Reſolntions; and being repor- 
ted by theſe Brethren unto the reſt of their number , was taken in 
conſideration, and reaſons then given (which are herewith prin- 
red) ſhewing the unſatisfaRorinefle thereof, and why it could not 
be embraced; which reaſons are {till in force. ] ſhall therefore now 
only deſire theſe two things to be taken notice of in this Over- 
cure. 1- That notwithſtanding of all the Solemne profefiions of 
reall intentions and: ſincere purpoſes of peace and of meekneſs, 
gentleneſs,moderation and condeſcendence, which are contained 
in this and others of their Papers , yet they not onely juſtific and 
hold faſt all cheir former grounds and proceedings in reference to 
themſclves and their own judgments , but impoſe them alſo upon 
their Brethren { who differ from them , and have been ſo much 
ſtumbled therewith ) as the onely mean of healing and of Peace. 
And therefore in reference to what is paſt, whoſoever have con- 
curred in, or been accefſory to the Proteſtation againſt theſe two 
Afemblies,mult pafle from the ſame judicially under their hands, 
between and the ſecond Wedneſday of November next enſuing + 
in their ſeverall Presbyterics or Synods reſpedtive, andin order to 
the Publick Reſolutions , muſt give aflurance in manner foreſaid, 
that they ſhall forbear to ſpeak or to teltifie any more againſt the 
fin of theſe which they expreſle,by forbearing to hold up diviſions 
by debates,about matters of our late differences ſince the Aſſembly 
1650. in preaching,writing, or any otherwiſe, and in reference to 
what is to come, the Acts of the Atcmbly at D #xdeexgfor cenſuring 
of all theſe who do not acknowledge the Conſtitution of that Af- 
ſembly,or who do oppoſe theReſolutions,or who do not acknow- 
ledge the Afts and Conſtitutions thereof , ſtand unrepealed ; to 
which,a new one in this Aﬀembly at Edinburgh is added,excluding 
all Expectants and Ruling Elders , who refuſe the conditions con- 
tained in this Overture. When I think upon theſe things, I can 
not but call to minde and lay before others to whom Union and 
Peace (which is ſo much pleaded and pretended ) may and ovght 
C 2 to 


HORN - (20) _ 
Wl to be ſweet ahd dear. 1. That Fe was ſpoken publickly in that 
ay :.1 - Aflembly at Edinburgh by one of their own Members, whillt they 
were upon the debate of their Ats and Overtures about theſe dif- 
ferences ; to wit, All the Reverend Brethren [peak for moderation, 
but I think We are very like thoſe in Micah, Who cry peace peace 
and bite With their zeeth, Micah. 3.V: 5. 

Secondly, The practice of our Prelates in Scotland, who after 
they had uſurped upon the Church, and brought in many of their 
corruptions did aggravate & cry ont of all the evils of diviſions,and 
{chiſme,and much plead for,and make great profeſſions of a delire of 
union and peace,that the Church might be ſtrengthened agairſt the 
common enemy, by whom it was threatned with great danger,and 
againft whom they did profeile much zeal; but ſo as they did alway 
hold faſt their corruptions, and go on therein from year to year, 
and would not yceld to ay other grounds of union and peace, bur 
ſuch as did include the approbation of, and ſubjeRion to their au- 
thority and proceedings, and yer did alwayes charge their Brethren 
who d:d bear teſt:mony agatnlt their defeRion, and could not be 
conſenting ta their courſes, a3 men of unpeaccable diſpoſitions, and 
turonlert tpirits, who would rather rend the Church of G O D, 
and fill all with confuſion and diviſion, before they did rot ſatisfie 
their own proud and contentious humours, in ſtriving ( as they 
ailedged ) about rhings ( of no great conſquence ) relating to 
Church Policy, when there was no difference in matters of Do- 
Arine; who ſo pleaſes to look upon the records of that corrupt 
Aſſembly at Lithgow 1608, will find that the Prelates and their 
party who prevailed in that Aſſembly, make a great 'deal of noiſe 
concerning the diſtraQtions of affections; and diverſity of judgments 
that was ariſen amougſt rhe M:niſtery, and upon the firſt of theſe 
they do inſiſt at length, holding it forth to be carnali, and there- 
fore ſay they, the more dangerous, becauſe it ſu*ers not the Bre- 
thren whoſe :#-Rions were ſeparated to unite themſelves with ef- 
fauld and vn:forme counſels and advice to reſiſt the ſubrile pra&Þces 
of the common enemy, and ſo gave him place with his fubrile crafts 
and ſhifts to enter into the Kirk of G O 1}, and thereby to ſup- 
plant and undermine the fame : Therefore their adviſe is, that as 
the danger increaſes by the nourithing of the diſtraQed affeAions 


of the Brethren, even ſo the cure was the more neceffary, and = 
uy 
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21 , 
ftily to be applied, to vit, that the whole Brethren of che Mini- 
ſtery ſhould preſently ip the fear of God lay down all rancour and 
diſtraction of hearts andaff:ions which either of them hath born 
againſt ochers in any times, andhe reco:ciled with hearty affection 
in CuR15ST, as becomes them tyho arc Miniſters of the Word of 
G © D, and Preachers of peace and Chriſtiaa life and charity to 
his peoplz,to the effec that by this hdarty reconciliation, hearts and 
advice may be communicate for diſappointing of the crafty deviſe 
of this common Enemy. Bur asto that which was the reall and 
firſt Fountain of this diſtraction and difference of judgment, to wit, 
M niſters voring in Parliament, their taking of Prelacies, and ſet= 
ling corſtant Moderators ; no acknqwiedging of theſe things as a 
fin, or paſſiag from them as corruptions, bur hoiding them faſt, 
and bwlding a further ſaperſtruQure of declining upon them, whilſt 


in the mean time by their elled forwardnefle againſt Papiſts, 


who was then the enemy avith whom the Church had to do, and 
the arguments taken from the benefite of union and peace, and the 
ſad conſequences, and bitter fruits of diſtraction and diviſion, and 
the ſmall importance of the things which were then 1: queſtion a- 
moneſt Brethren did prevail with mary of che Miniſtery, not only 
to engage themſelves in a ſolemn way 11 the Afſembly, and in their 
Presbyreries, with holding up of their hands to lay down. and caſt 
away all grudge and rancour that any of them did bear at another, 
and to maintain union of hearts and aff:Mons, and to continue in 


- mutuall friendſhip and holy amicy ia G O D, as becomes the Pa- 


ſ>rs of the Kirk of Chriſt, (which was a thi'g in it ſeif very good 
and commendable ) bur alſo to be filent in atl matters of d ference 
about the Government and Diſcipline of the Kirk, by whichit 
came to paſſe, teſt chey ſhould thereby hinder union and peace, and 
weaken joynt endeavours againſt the common «enemy, that whilſt 
the Shepheards were ſung aſleep, the foxes c:ine in and d:troyed 
the vines, which may give warning to all the Miniſters, Elders and 
Members of this Church who defire to have the work of Reforma- 
tion preſerved in purity, and promoved in power, that they be not 
as their fathers and Predeceſſors not long ago, charmed into filence 
by the ſweet ſongs of union and peace, unci!l they be cheated our 
of the p-ecious Truth, and pure.Ordinances of 'G OD; bur'thar 
they tak» not ce of, and reliſt the beginnings of evill, by refuſing to 
be 
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——_ S4ETY 3 | 
be conſentitig thereto, and concurring therein, though haply they 
ſhould becauſe of this, be cryed out on, a3 the troublers of //racl, 
and as theſe who weaken the hands of the Church againſt the com» 
mon enemy, by contending about things of no great importance. 
The other thing which 1 take notice of in this Overture is, that 
notwithſtanding the authors and approvers thereof charge the 
Proteſters with laying of the grounds of ſeparation, and for making 
good their charge, do amongſt other grounds allege, that though 
they be but. the ſmaller and the fewer number,they take upon them 
to judge and att in the things of the Church, and to exerciſe juriſ- 
dition and authority over their Brethren : Yet in this Overture 
this power ſeems to be given by the Aſſ:mbly to the ſmaller part, 
or fewer number in Presbyteries or Synods who acknowledge the 
authority of theſe two Aſſemblies at Dundee and Edinburgh, be- 
cauſe both in the matter of propounding the Overture, and in the 
matter of reporting of diligence, and 1n after doings, the ſame 
things are committed and intruſted to the fewer or ſmaller number 
which are committed &intruſtedto the whole, or greater part of the 
Presbytery or Synod. Tr is true thzt they ordain them to do as they 
find by the rule of theWord,and the Ads and Conſtitutions of the 
Gen. Aſſemblies of this Kirk to be moſt neceſlary and conduccable 
for preſervation of Truth, for promoving the peace and welfare of 
the Kirk, and maintaining of the authority of the Aſſemblies there- 
of, but yet puts a reſtriction upon the ſmaller part to proceed even 
to cenſures againſt che greater part, but onely layes down the rule 
according to which they ought to proceed, and the ends which they 
ought to have before them in their procedures when they do pro» 
ceed unto, or abſtain from cenſures, as ſeems to be clear by 
their way of Expreſſion ; and to confirm that this is the meaning, 
T deſireit to be conſidered: Firit, that if they had an other meaning 
it had been eafie for them to expreſſe it in ſuch words as would 
have holden forth their ſenſe clearly and unqueſtionably. Se- 


condly, theſe limitations which they uſe as to the matter of pro- 


cedure, are equally holden forth both to the greater and fmaller 
part of Presbyteries and Synods. ' Thirdly, They did take notice 
of the ſmaller parts of Presbyteries in ſeverall places of the Country 
who had withdrawn and ſeparated from the grearer part, and acted 


Presbyterially, and apart by themſelves, not onely without the 
con» 


23 

concurrance and conſent, but againſt the Authority and declarati- 
on of the greater part, yea they did receive Commiſſioners from 
ſome of them, and admitted them to fit as Members of their Aſ- 
ſembly. Fourthly, they gave Commiſſions for over-powering 
the greater part in ſomePcesbyteries,that Churches might be plant- 
ed, and things done contrary to the minde of the greater part. If 
notwithſtanding of theſe things, or any thing that is intended in 
the Overture ic ſelf, they will vindicate ic from ſuch a meaning; I 
believe it ſhall be acceptably taken off their hands, but untill ic be 
done, I wiſh none of them may charge the Proteſters with ſeparati- 

on upon that ground for which they themſelves, co the appre- 
henſion of the Proteſters, have both in their acts and practice 

clearly paved the way. 


Edinb. 5. A #g.1 52. Antemer, def}. 23, 


a Right Henourble right Worſhipfull, and Werthily reſpefed, 


" VV E, being met in Edinbzrghat the time appointed by 
6c the former Aſſembly at D#»dee,? of purpoſe to ſtudy 
*the healing of begun breaches in this Kirk, were interrupted ar 
<*qur firſt down-fitting, and hindered from conſtitution of the Aſ- 
©*{embly by our DifſentingBrethren their offer of Propoſitions and 
«defires to be granted by us, which could not to any good purpoſe, 
«<*either be debated or effeRually granted ,s was required, before 
*he Afembly was coalticute, and the Judicatory fixed. Which 
*hort delay of our anſwer, till we were in capacity to anſiver,* was 
*met with a Proteſtation, prepared before hand, for a declinatour 
*0f the Judicatory, and all the Commiſſioners of Presbyteries,* as 
*freelychoſen as any were,and ſent forth from all parts of theKing- 
. © dom. In which Proteſtation were contained * many grievous and 
* unjuſt aſpe: fions upon us and others ( who dare not paſs from 
*the polle{lion of *yearly Generall Aſſemblies ; which, being in 
« former times interrupted, was purchaſed at a dear rate, before. it 
© was recovercd) * and all this was preſently put in Print, to the 
« great diſadvantage of us , and.miſ-information of all the King- 
dom 
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« dome Aﬀter the Aſſembly was Sliocs 'a conference was offce 
& red by us , wherein Tome fram us defired , That to the intent 
* we might joy the better for promoving the Work .of Refor- 
<« mation, legall dars hindering us from peace, to wit, Proteſtari- 
© 9ns on the one hand, and, CeoſureSinflited , or which might 
© beinflicted, on the other hind, being removed. They ſhould 
\. give afſurance to forbear to trouble the Kirk, by holding up de- 
© bates on the matter of our late Diff-rences, about the managing 
&* of Publick Affairs. *But after conference , finding no ground 
©« of hope tor preſent agreement, we have made the ſame offcr 


© to all them who adhcred to the Proteſtation , whether in the 


© Town for the time, or root, as our AR ( the Copy whereof is 
« with theſe come to your hands ) at more length doth declare, 
*© andgranted unto all, time to adviſe till the ſecond Wedneſday 
« of Novewber next to come, And now becauſe our Difſenting 
« Brethren have the advantage of the Prefs for the preſent , and 
© 2nd are too too diligent and painfull in gathering of hands and 
&© ſubſcriptions to.their Proteſtation, of young men or elder , ma- 
© ters or ſervants , without any tryall of their qualification , to 
& ® make the world think , that the generality of the godly ( as 
* they in their Papers preſume to call themſelves ) and that in 
& sreat number doſtand for their diviſive way , * Therefore we 
& thought it our duty to write unto you all , who love the Union 
& and Peace of this atflitted Kirk , that by your counſcll, confer- 
& rence, and all other godly means , ſo mary as in your bounds, 
& Miniſters,or others, are upon this diviſive way , which ceaderth 
&* ſo much to the hinderance of the Work of R<formation , and 
Knezce of the LoR Ds diſtreſſed people. may be timouſly reclaimed, 
& and moved to accept the peaceable offer made to them by the 
&« Generall Aſſembly, and the reſt within your bounds may be 
& keeped free from this * uncouth ſeparation,that it grow not grea*- 
© ter, *and that difference of judgment about the managing of 
&« publick affairs in our late troubles , which occaſioned this un- 
© happy rupture, may be no prejudice to our joynt aQing in Eccle- 
*faftick Judicatories \, for keeping the Libetties thereof, and the 
&« peace of this Kirk, which at this time doth fo inuch call for come 
© munion of counſels and aftings : Wherein as you ſhall prove in- 
«*ſtrumentall , you ſhall be found to do a work of ſervice unto 
| «Gor, 


EE. PR 
* Gop, of love to your Mother-Kirk,now diſtreſſed on all hands, 
&« moſt ſuteable to your Covenant and Profeſſion, and contributive 
«& as to your peace , cotnfort and credit in this life, ſo to the fur- 
& therance of your-reckoning inthe day of the Lok d. 
4 ; X Subſcribed in name and at Command 
of the General Aſſembly, by 


OBSERVATIONS, 

A. Tt fufficeth not the authors and abbeccors of the Publick Reſo- 
lutions who were Members of that Adſembly to have ſtirred up the 
Civil Magiſtrate againſt their Bretbreo,and to have made acts in the 
Contailiine where theſcReſolutions were firſt raken,firlt requiring 
Presbyteries to cenſure.the oppoſers thereof, then to cite them to 
the Aflembly, andin theſe two Aﬀemblies forexcluding and re- 
moving;themfrom all Ecclefiaſtick imploymenr, from Church com- 
munion and fellowſhip ; but they mult now for enſnaring of them 
or rendering them contemptible and hatefull chroughour the land, 
write this Letter to Noblemen, Barrons, &c. in all the parts of 
the Covntry. 1:3 

The direQ&ion or inſcription 1is| comprehenſive ( which is alſo 
proven by the deliverance of theſe Letters to ſundry ſuch in ſeverall 
parts ofthe Country, and by their ſtickling upon the receipt there- 
of ) even of many of theſe whoſe admittance-to.Church-fellows 
ſhip, and to power and truſt, is:the;great ground of the Proteſters 
ſtumbling and grievance ;_ Imeapn many malignant and difaf- 
feted perſons, who being formerly, excluded were received by the 
Commiſſion 1650. :without ſufficient evidences of their Repen- 
tance, and are cleaving unto their former bad Principles, and con- 
tinuing.in cheir former evill courſes, muſt rheſe be firſt admitted 
withont repentance,and then whullt they are-proclaiming their ina- 
penitency to-the whole Land by their.evilfruxs , be ſent;to reclaim 
ſuch who did bear teſtimony againſt receiving of them ;;ſarely this 
is a Rrange.method,: and if there had not been a.gyraing of _ 
up-lide; down it waould.not. have heen thus. 

- Bi That ſome of them had ſuch a purpoſe I.do not gueſkion, but 
that the greater part had it, is.nor-like. 1: Becauſe at zheir former 
Meeting at Edinburgh the twelfth of 24ay, they did refuſe to de- 


fay the inditing the Dier of their Aſſembly for a few dayes , until 
| D ſome 


(26) 
ſome conſiderable number of thoſe who did differ from them might 
be advertiſed to meet : Notwithſtanding that, it was earneſtly de- 
fired, to the effe& that by mutual previous conference ſome right 
urderſtanding might have been begotten, and way made for the 
chuſing of Commiſſioners and fitting of an Aﬀſembly , with the 
mutual conſent and ſatisfaction of both. 2. ' Becauſe it being 
moſt earneſtly defired,and the Reaſons thereof at large remonſtra- 
ted unto them the firſt day of their Meeting, that they would for- 
bear to co: ſtiture themſelves in an-Afſembly, until firſt there might 
be a Conterence upon theſe Propofitions. ( which deſire and Re- 
monltrance they do here ſuppreſſe, putting another face upon the 
buſinefle) yer did they refuſe the ſame, notwithſtanding that the 
preſent conltituting of the Aſſembly was to make the matter hope= 
14:4 leſs, and to pur us upon the neceſlity of a Proteſtation, unlefle by 
[0 our ſilence being preſent, we would have involved our ſelves in the 
| acknowledgment of an unlawful Authority : and notwithſtanding 
that the delay was preſſed by ſome of their own number, and that 
it might have been condeſcended unto, without any detriment. to 
themſelves, or their cauſe, ( unlefſe. it. had been-rwo or three dayes 
longer ſtay in town ) ſeeing they could conveniently according to 
HAR the ſundry former inſtances of that kind, which were then given, 

Rk have kept their Aſſembly under adjournment, though not conſti- 
11000y tured. | | 

C. They might have been debated and granted to very good 
purpoſe before the Aſſembly was conſtituted, and the Judicatoric 
fixed ; becauſe the debating and granting” of them in an amicable 
way,and in a rnutual free Meeting of both, was the moſt effeRual 
means of removing differences and begetting a right underſtanding, 
and ſo of having a free and lawful General Aflembly, which would 
have produced an unanimous and effeual Concluſion upon theſe 
Propoſitions, whereas to refuſe to Debate, or grant any thing by 
way of friendly conference , or conſtituting of the Aſſembly , and 
fixing of the Judicatories, was in effe& to deny theſe Propoſitions 
and make.them ineffeRual, becauſe a main intent of theſe Propoli- 
tions was, to find a remedy for the wrong conſtitution of the for- 
mer Aﬀembly ar Dwndee , and for preventing of the like now at 
Edinburgh,which was altogether diſappointed by their proceeding 
to conſtitate the Aſſembly. 

D. There ol | 
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(27) __ 
' »D, There was a neceſſity of a Proteſtation,becauſe the deſire of 


delaying the conſtitution of the Aﬀlembly , until there might be 
a previous conference, was ſo peremptorily and needlcfly rezefted. 

E. The choice was not free, becauie the Letter of their Com- 
miſſion from their. Meeting at Edinbrurghin I1ay, did contain a 
pre- limitation, appointing the eleRion to be made according to a 
rule, which did include the Ads and Conſtitutions of the Aſſembly 
at: D#»d:e, which do exclude all that are oppoſit to the Pablick 
Reſolutions ; and becauſe there were difſents and proteftations a- 
eainſt the eletion in ſeveral places , neither were they ſent forth 
from all parts of the Kingdom, becauſe there were many Presby- 
terics who did ſend forth no Commiſſioners ar all. 

F. Whether there were any grievous aſperfions,and unjuſt im- 
putations contained in that Proteſtation,doth appear from the Re- 
ply that is given to the Paper, wherein thoſe pretended aſperſions 
and imputations are holden forth. 

G. Yearly General Aflemblies, rightly conſtituted, and procee- 
ding rightly, are as much and as carneſtly defired by the Proteſters 
as by any others; and from the defire which they have to preſerve 
the liberty and freedom of theſe , they do bear teſtimony againſt 
the pre-limiting and corrupting thereof. | 

H. Nothing was put in print by orderof the Meeting, nor was 
it at all done,until there was no hopes to obtain what was defired: 
Ard what was printed, though it might be to their diſadvantage, 
yet was it not the diſadvantage of the Truth, or miſ-informing of 
the Kingdom ; but for giving them a true accompt of matters as 
they then were, and though by the order of narration which they 
do here make, they infinuate that things came out in print before 
the Conference ended, which they afterwards mention , yer was 
nothing publiſhed in print, until that Conference was given up and 
made hopeleſs. 

I. They alleage, That a Conference was offered by them ; but 
they neither tell when, nor how, nor to whom it was offered; and 
I beleeve it would trouble them 1o to do, for they did keep ſuch a 
diſtance that they would neither ſend nor allow any of their num- 
ber to motion a Conference to their Brethren who were mer roge- 
ther, but deſired ſome of their number to tell ſuch of them as they 
met with upon the ſtreets, that they were willing to confer ; and 
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when at length there was: ſome meeting of ſome fewrof both (des, 


thoſe of that Aſſembly, who were upon:the Conference, could by 
no perſwaſion' nor reaſon be induced: to-giveany note of their O- 
vertures in writing, though-it was:ofcen and: earneſtly deſired,that 
beiog clearly communicated: to the' whole Meeting of Proteſters, 
they might :eturn'a clear Anſwer thereunto: - | 
K. Why this deſire was-not hearkened unto, good-and relevant 
rea{0n,.is given in another Paper long lince printed.and publiſhed. 
L. That adyantage at that time ,. for any thing their Brethren 


know, was open to both alike, and did appear nnmediat'y thereaf- 


ter to-be ſo by their Papers againlt the Remonſtrance and Proteſta- 
tion which came abroad-imprint. TH $0, 
M. There was-no diligence nor pains uſed:to:gathenany Hands 
to their Proteſtation,only thoſe who. were-come together from ſe- 
veral parts of rhe Country from their re{pe& and-affeftion-to the 
Cauſe(many of which came commiſlionated:from others) didiput 
to their Hands; and:for that which they: fay-of yong-men, or el- 
der, maſters-or ſervants, without any eryal or qualification, it 15 2- 
little diſdainfully and tov liberally ſpoken ; there were many ho» 
nourable and grave perſons there, and chough:ſome were young- 
men or ſervants, yet is that no.imputation either to chemſelvs,or ro 
the cauſe which they maintain : for it's neither mens age nor con- 
dition that doth: difference them-in'the matters of God, but their 
| and carriage which-is known'to. be blameleſs and chri- 
1anzas to thoſe who ſubſcribed the Proteſtation ; and if they can 
give any inſtance to the contrary, I beleeve theProteſters will rake 
it. for a favour to-have any inordinate walker of their number diſ- 
coyered unto them; & ſhall accompr it not the weakeaing, but the 
ſtrengthening of their Cauſe to be rid of ſuch ; yea,at chat Meeting. 
where che Proteitation:was ſubſcribed; it was their care to admit 
none to joyn with them , but ſuch as were of a known: integrity, 
or if not ſo well known to all; yer ſuch x5 had the reſtimonie of 0- 
thers who were known toall ;; and being ſuch, how mean ſoever 
their. condition was, that could not be a reaſon or ground to refuſe 
their teſtimony, when it was willingly offered. 
N. Albeit a great deal adoe is made upon that expreſſion, yet 
there is truth-in-the bottom of it, moſt of theſe in the Land, who 


have a teſtimony in the conſciences- of truly godly —_ or 
ro- 
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; (29) | 
Profeffors-cither upon the one ſide for the other, for acquaintance” 
with God and the power of godlineſſe, being of that mind; andiFf 
this expreſſion ſatisfie not. , thar che generality of the godly ſtand 
for that diviſive way , I ſhall give them one that they can leſle 
contradict, that is , that the generality of the wicked are againſt 
that diviſive way, and for their uniting way; yea, I trow that ſo- 
ber men among themſelves will not refuſe it, that the wicked, Ma- 
lignant, looſe, prophane perſons in the Land, almoſt to a man,and 
as-one mari,do zealouſly,and to their pith , oppoſe, and contradia& 
and reproach that divilive way , and cordially promote and com- 
mend their uniting way , or the way of theſe tewo Aﬀemblies at 
Dundee and. Edinburgh ; and though this argument be now un- 
dervalued, yet was it wont to bear weight in the 48 year of God 
ag4inlt the unlawfull engagement. And, I confeſle, with me is of a 
very great weight. That which reliſherh ſo well to the palate of 
prophane looſe men , and of ſuch as have zealouſly oppoſed 
the Work of God , and the power of godlinefle theſe years paſt, 
and wherein their hearts doth ſo much rejoyce, I fear, hath too 
much of the ſpirit of the world, 8 roo licle of the ſpirit ofGod in it. 

O. This way doth not divide from any point of the truth of 
God,butr leads in the good old path of former ſound principles,and 
cannot be juſtly charged as diviſive, becauſe ir will- not unite with a 
courſe of defection , and therefore there can be no juit reaſon to 
fay,chat it tends to the hindering of Reformation and Peace. The 
true fountain of our diviſions doth ſpring from the Pablick Reſo- 
lutions , which divided many from received truths and former 
principles , and did necellitate others: to evidence their cleaving 
thereto, by teſtifying againſt ſuch back-ſliding; neither know I any 
thiog that hath ſo directly tended to the hinderance of the Work 
of Reformation as their Publick Reſolutions did. The Work 
of Reformation, as to the outwards of it in Church and State, did 
much ſtand in purging the Mniſterie and Elderſhips, and the Ju- 
dicatories and the Army, and have not all theſe been obſtructed by 
the Publick Reſolutions, which laid a foundation for bringing into 
the Army and che Judicatories, men of queſtionable integrity, diſ- 
aff:&t-:d ro Reformationgand of ſcandalous converſation, and hath 
not o1ely blunted , but turned the edge of any zeal that was for- 
merly beat againſt ignorant, dit-aff:Red' and ſcandalous Miniſters . 

and 
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; ( 39) | 
_ and Elders,and Profcfſours,againſt theſe who cannot be conſenting 
to the late courſes. E 

P. Separation and Schiſme hath been the ordinary charge of 
back-ſliders, againſt ſuch as would not concur with them in every 
age of the Church, and ſome of che moſt eminent of the ſe who are 
now for the Publick Reſolutions, may remember, that they were 
not only loaden herewith by the Prelats , when they did oppoſe 
the conſe of conformity, but alſo by all the Malignant and dif-af- 
feed perſons in the Land, when they did oppoſe the courſe of ma- 
Iignancie; but to ſay nothing, that this Aflembly at Eainburgh 
have taught the Proteſters a way of ſeparation, which they cannot 
well condemne , unlefſe they condemne their own judgment and 
praRtice, I mean,the allowing of the ſmaller part, not only to divide 
from the greatcr , but alſo to at without them, and exerciſe au- 
thority over them. I deſire 1.that they will be pleaſed to let the 
world know what truth that hath been taught in the-Church of 
Scotland,cither concerning Faith, or good Works, or Worſhip, or 
Diſcipline, or Government,they have departed or ſeparated from. 
Is it a ſeparation,becauſe they will not approve of,nor ſubmit unto 
the authority of two corrupt and unfree Aſſemblies. 2. 1 defire 
it to be conſidered, that whatſoever be in the matter of ſeparation, 
the Proteſters are not /eparantes but /eparari, not fwgientes bur 
fugats, they are driven violently by unjuſt cenſures and perſecoti- 
0n,45 I have already ſh: wen from the Publick As. 

Q. If they be indeed of the opinion, that difference of judgment 
in theſe things ſhould be no prejudice to joynt acting in Publick Ju- 
dicatories, then it concernes them-for their own vindication, and 
for reconciling their practice with their opinion, to tell us why 
their Aſſembly at S. Andrews did not onely approve of the Att of 
Commiſſion, appointing thoſe who oppoſe x Publick Reſolurti- 
ons to be cenſured, but alſo made Aft of their owa for cevſuring 
of ſuch; and why the Aſſembly at Edinbargh did ordain , Thar 
Elders and ExpeQants, who will not engage themſelves under their 
hands,to abſtain from holding up this difterence,are to be excluded 
from ſitting in Presbyteries, and being received as Miniſters ; ſure 
if this difference need be no prejudice to joynt aRirg in Publick 
Judicatories, the maintaining thereof is without ground made a 


cauſe of cenſure, which muſt incapacitat men to aR,or of excluſion, 
which 


OY 


(31) X 
which muſt bar them from joynt aRing in Judicatories,what ſhal 
be ſaid to this, I do not know, unleſlc it be alleaged, that it is not 
{imply difference of judgment, that is made a ground of cenſure or 
exciuſion, but difference of judgment kythed in oppoſing the Pub- 
lickReſolurions,or holding up debates and controverſies in preach- 
ing or Writing about theſe things; but firſt, if ic be meant of that 
difference of judgment that is inward onely, it is to ſmall purpoſe, 
becauſe that being latent and not known to me, cannot be made 
a ground for my with-drawing from joynt ating with theſe who 
thus differ from me ; and if it be known and profeſſed, how ſhall 
there be any known diff-rence of judgment, without ſome oppoſi- 
tion to the adverſe judgment,eſpecially if it be eſtabliſhed in a Law, 
he who profeſles and declares the difference of his judgement from 
the Law,and diſ- ſatisfaction therewith,is he not in ſo far, a weak- 
ner, gainſayer, and. oppoſer thercof. 2. If they mean it thus, 
they have not meaſured the ſame meaſure unto themſelves and to 
others ; they will have others to paſſe from their Proteſtations 
under their hands , and to engage themſelves not to hold up de+ 
bates, otherwiſe they will not a& joyntly with them in the Judt- 
catories, nor allow them the legall capacity to a ar all , and yet 
while they will do no ſuch things themſelves in reference to their 
Aſſemblies and the As thereof, yea, will have theſe Afemblies to 
ſtand as free and lawfull; and all the Acts thereof , wherein their 
judgment is involved, as binding and obligatory, they deſire thar 
their Brethren may be dealt with,not to let this hinder them from 
a joynt acting in the Publick Judicatories. 3, If it be onely the 
oppoſing of Publick Reſolutions , and the holding .up of debates 
that they quarrell with , how is it that in Presbyteries they will 
have young inen who have hitherto been ſilent , publickly ro de- 
clare themſelves anent theſe things , or elſe refuſe to admit them 
to their tryals, or to ſtop them being admutred, or to refuſe them 
Teſtimonials being approven- 
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eA@ for putting in execution former Ats 
and Conſtitutions of Generall eAſſemblies, anent trying, 
admitting , removing, and depeſing of Charch Officers, 
cenſuring of ſcandalous perſons , receiving of peartents, 
and debarring of perſons from the LORDS Table. 


Edinburgh 3. Auguſt, 1652. Poſtmeridiem. Seſſ. 20. 


*J* He Generall Aſſembly, confidering the obligations that lyes 
* i upon all Ecclefiaſtick Judicatories and Miniſters within this 
« Land, by the commandment of GO D, and our Covenants and 
& Engagements taken upon us, before GOD and the World, 
© whereunto they reſolve, in the power-of the LORD'S might, 
*conſtantly to adhere) and to ſhew themſelves fairhfull -and zea- 
©ous in all their adminiſtrations for the LORD,and for advancing 
*the Work of Reformation; and particularly, conſidering that the 
*condition of this time doth require in ſpeciall wayes, that in try- 
< ing,admitting,removing, and depoſing of Church- Officers, cens 
&ſuring of ſcandalous perſons,difpenſing ofOrdinances,receiving of 
©*penitents,the Rules of the Word of. GOD, and Conſtitutions of 
*Chis Kirk be diligently put in exccution,and accuratly-obſcrved. 
© Therefore, - | , 
*© The Aﬀembly Ordains, That Presbyteries:and Synods, in ad- 
*mitting of Perſons to the Miniſtery, be accurate in their tryals,ac- 
&cording tothe Order preſcribed in this Church, that none'be ad- 
©mitred to the holy and high funRion, but ſuch as are qualified 
*according as is required in the Word of. GON,and-Conftiturions 
*o0f this Kirk, both for knowledge in the myſtery of godlineſle, and 
«abilities to teach and convince the gain-ſayers, as alſo in-conver- 
*ſation and godlineflſe , that they lay hands ſuddenly on no man, 
*nor be partaker of other mens ſin; and for this end , that every 
<«Presbyterie be careful to have gathered together ſuchAfts of Aſ- 
&ſemblies as concerneth the triall of Miniſters, and have them be- 
©fore them , whenſoever any perſon is called to apy place of the 
<Miniſtery,and is upon his trials. R 
2, Or- 


4 
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- (33 | 
. 62, Ordains that Prodeteries C2) Spmods in their reſpe&ive 
5 bounds, make conſcience, that ſuch Muilters as are found ei- 
ther ignorant and not apt to f.&d the people of God with 
& knowledge and underſtanding, or erroneous 1n their judgment 
61 matters of Religion, or arc ſcandalous in their life and con- 
& yerſation, aod are not examples unte their flocks in godly and 
« holy walking, or diſeffc&ed tothe work of Reformation, be 
$ centured accordivg to the degree of th-ir offence, and Ads of 
& Atcrmblies. And for thjs end,t hat they be frequeat and acorate 
& jn viſttation of Kirks, and therein make conſciencious uſe of the 
& rules preſcribed for viſitarions, and of fuch As of former Al- 
«© ſemblics, as holds forth the duties of Minilters,and the grounds 
#£ and cauſes of cenſure. 
 & 3, Ocdainsthat , where Miniſters lawfully depoſed; are 
& uyrlawtully admitted , and not according to the Order preſcri- 
« bed in the Ads of Generall Aﬀemblies, or intrudes thetmtclves 
& into places, Presbytcries and Synods make ule of thar power 
«and A'thoriy which Chriſt hath put jn their hands, toremedy 
the ſame, andto cenſure fuch diſorders and enormitics, as they 
& deſcrve, And that people be not acceſiory unto, or concurring 
* with any Minitters that are depoſed , in intruding themiclves 
& jaro places, nor give them any countenance that does fo, 3s 
&© they would not draw upon themſclves the wrath of Gad, by 
« contemning and deſpiſing Chriſts Ordinance of Diſcipline, And 
«that no Presbyteries or, Synods proceed to open the mouths of, 


- Tor re-admit unto the Miniſtery, any depoſed Miniſte:$, but ac- 


* cording to the Order preſcribed in the Acts of Generall Aﬀeme 
$ blies, As they will be aniwerable unto the General Aﬀembly, 
4. OrS5ains that Seffions vc carefall that none be admitted ta 

* be Elders in Congregarions,but ſuch as are in ſome competent 
« meaſure a: lc a0d qual fied with knowledge of Religion, and 
&* underſtanding of the duties of their Calling, for diſcharging the 
$f duties of that Orfice, and of a blameleſs , Chriſtian and godly 
&* cony-rſation ; And that before any be admitted tobe an Eider, 
**the Perſons name that is defgnr'd, be publickly intimate to the 
© Congregation the Lords day before, that if any have any thing 
& to obje #g3jv(t him, they may pretent the ſame to the Seſſion 
© or to the Miniſter. And that : any Elder be found negligent 
| in 


(34) POET 
& in the duties of his charge, and continue ſo after admonitien, 
&* or {(carndalous in his life and converſation, or to be a negleRer 
«of the worſhip of G OD in his Family, he be removed from, 
©* and purged out of the Seſſion. got | | 
*:5, Ordains that Seffions and Presbyteries be carefull, and: 

© make con{cience by all means to cenſure impartially all per- 
&« ſons of whatſoever rank or condition, that arc ſcandalous, ej- 
«therin things of the firſt, or in things of the ſecond Table, ac- 
«© cording to the Rules and Ocder which Chriſt hath preſcrived: 
*in his Word, and to proceed to the higheſt cenſures, with 
©. ſuch as are groflely and obſtinately ſcandaious, or are ignorant, 
© and contemn,and continued]y negled the means of knowledge, 
© 25 pablick and private catechizing, & c. after they are made in- 
&« excuſable by ſuficient means uted to reclaim and gain thei. 
©6. Ordains that Miniſters and Seſſions in Conzregations be- 

© carefull, as they will be anſwerable to Chrilt Jeſus, to debar 
from the Lords Table, 811 ſuch perſons as are found not to walk 
& ſuta-ly tothe Golpel, and being convinced-and admoniſhed_. 
© thereof, do not reform ; As alſo all ſuch as have not knowledge 
© toexaminethemſc]ves, and to diſcern the Lords Body. And 
© that forthe more orderiy performing of this, the Miciſter in- 
&« exainination of the people, have ſome of the Elders al wayes: 
« with him, and repreſent unto the Seftion ſuch as are found 
<« profſ:ly ignorant, that by order of the Sellion they may be de-- 

© barred. | 

e« - That Presbyteries and Seſſions make conſcience, that ſuch: 
* nerſans as are fou:1d ſcandalous, and are und:r cenſure for that 
© cauſe, bz not recgived nor abſolved from their cenſure , unleſle 
trhey give ſuch ſatisfaction and evidences of theirrepentance, as 
« gre expreſſed 1n the Ads of the Aﬀlemblics, . concerning the re- 
* ceiving of penitents.. 


J. MAKGHIE-' 

Bi OBSERVATIONS: | : 
This A& (as is profeſſed and given out by many ) was not: 
only intended, but if they may be truſted, doth indeed and upon 
the matter give full and clear fatisfaRtion to the Propoſitions 
which were offered by the Proteſters unto their Brethren of the 
| Aſſembly 
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6 a (35) | | 
Aſſembly at their firft down» ſitting, as the beſt means for ſatisf- 
ing of their conſciences, ſecuring of the Work of Reformation, 
purging the Church, promoving the power of godlineſſe, remo- 
virg of theſe ſad differences, and for attaining and preſerving a 
good underſtanding, and therefore theſe (as theyalleadge being 
ſatisfied) the propounders of them not acquieſcing therein, mult 
have ſome other thing before them : Therefore for vindicating of 
theſe, I ſhal mark a few things for ſhewing how unſatisfaRory all 
that is contained in this Ac is, unto the deſires contained in theſe 
Propoſitions, untill there may be opportunity to make a more 
full diſcovery thereof. 1. To paſſe the ambiguity of their Anſwer 
to the firſt part of the firſt Propoſition, wherein it is defired that 
they give evidence, &c. They omit the whole ſecond Propoſiti- 
on, to wit, That it be ſeriouſly Jaid to heart, &c. which in order 
to the ends that are propounded inthe Preface to theſe Propofi- 
tions, to wit, the ſatisfaRion of our Conſciences, is as to the pres 
ſent conJition of affairs betwixt them and the Proteſters,the moſt 
important of thcſe Propoſitions, yea intheir other Papers theſe 
things which the Protcſters complain of as defeRtion, they com- 
mend as duty, and profefle their adherence thereunto, and ap- 
point cenſures to be inflicted upon all the oppoſlers thereof. 

2. They alſo omit the whole third Propoſition, to wit, That 
as weare ready in ourſtation, &c. by which ommiſfion they 
give juſt ground to ſuſpeF, that there is in their apprehenſion ns 
maligrant party that needs to be diſcovered, or from whom 


the Work of God ſtands in danger; and though the Proteſters do 


not in the firſt part of the Propoſition take upon them to ſecure 
and guard the Cauſe and Work of God againſt errour hereſie and 
ſchilme, but onely by this Overture gave evidence of the fincerity 
of their intentions in order to that end, that ſo they may ſatisfie 
their Brethren in the matter of their Jealoaſies therennenr, yet 
45 they do ſtill apprehend a great danger to the Lords Work from 
a numerous party of malignants ſtill in the Land,ſo are they much 
unſatisfied that the Aﬀembly gave no expreſſion of their ſenſe of 
danger this way, nor evidence of their willingneſſe to concur in 
ſecurirg apainſt the ſame, nor hold forth any way for the diſco- 
yering and knowing of theſe for thetime to come. 
3. Whereas they ſeem to grant much in-order to the trying, 
E 2 admitting 


> atk —— 


| oe. ho1 | 
admitting, removing, 'and depoſing of Church-Officers, cenſu- 
ring of ſcandalous perſons, diſpenſing of Ordinances, and re- 
ceiving of penitents, they do really and in ef grant little or 
nothing; yea they do expreſly refulc the defire of the Propolitiong 
upon thele thiags, ande'tavlh the very contrary: Becauſe the 
de fire of the Propotitions is, that the late Meeting at Da»ace and 
the Ads thercof being taken out of the way, anithe Work and 
People of G-.OD {ecured from the harm and evili conſequences 
which have already, and may further enſue from the ſame, as is 
expreſſed in the laſt Propofition ( which they whoily omit ) all 
theſe things may be done according to the AAs of foriner uncon- 


troverted Aﬀlem>lies of this Church , concerning the Work of 


R-formation in the literall and genuine (enſe and meantrg there- 
of; but their grants and conceſſions do include for the rule,accor- 
ding to which thcy zreto be regulated, v:z, the Ats of G:ne al. 
Afſ-mblies, and Conſtitutions of this Church indefiiiitely, which 
in their ſenſe doth clcariy and undeniably include rhe ARts of the 
laft Aiſenbly at D #xace and Elinburgh, which ir.{t-ad of purg- 
ing of the Church from ignorant aud difaft-&ed and ſcandalous 
Maaiſters andProf-fſors purge it from a very great part of the avle 
well aff:&+:d & good Miniſters, Elders, Expe&nts, and Profeſſors 
of th: Lani, becauſe of their not acknowledging the aut hority, 
and acqueſciog to the Conſtitations of theſe Alemblies. - 

4. Their a&ivas ( which before the Lori, ani aiſo with in- 
tel '1zent and diſcerning men, are the molt reall evidences of the 
reallity and fincerry of mens intentions } ſince that time lo de- 
menſrate, whether th:y have granted the defire of thefe Propo= * 
fitions : Tell ie how wany ignorant, dilaffetet, ſcandajous Mi- 
nilters or Elders, are cenſurcd by the Authors of the Publick Re- 
ſolutions fince th: laſt Aſſembly, or h:w many lawfully depoſed 
and u:lawfuily adinittcd ate proceeded againit, cc. They would 
fain find tome ſhadow of an excule for fo grofl- an overſight, aid 
caſt the blame upon the Proteiters, who ſay they have ſo weak- 
neith= authority of the Church, - that ber cenſures ace render -d 


| altogether in«cff:uall, Bur 1, To. ſay nothing that ſoir:tuall 


ccaſ:res are not alwayes to be forevorn , becauſe men refuſe: .o = 
obey; yca in many cal:s th-y are ta- more vigorouſly co be pro = 
fecuted, 2+ Wich what colour of reaſon can it bc alleadged that 
' thoſe 


- (37) : 
thoſe who not ovely-acknowledge their authority, but very zen- 
louſly pleading for it, 2s moſt of the ſcandalous. and diſ-it:ed 
Miniſters and Elders of the Land do, will not ſubmit unto it. 3. It 
is time for them to plead, that excuſe when they meet with that 
difficulty;tell me how wany of that kind-can be 1nftanced whom 
they have not cenſured,who have not ſubmitted to their cenfures. 
4. The not ſubmitting to their cenſures doth not hinder them to 
proceed very zeaiouſly againſt ſundry Miniſters, and many Elders 
Who adhere unto the Proteſtation, and bear te{timuny againſt the 
Pablick R<\(oJutions 2 Let Conſciences ſpeak as before the Lord, 
whether they have faithfully and zealouſly improven the power 
and authority that remains with th: 1n Synods,Pcegbyteriesand 
Seſſions for purging of the houſe of God, cven according to theſe 
things which they ſeem to grant, or whether they have not been 


negligent exceedingly 1n this, to fay no worle, and imployed © 


moſt of their endeavours and zeal to bear down the Protelters. 


Re a50 ns why the Miniſters, Elders, 
and Profeſſors, who proteſted againſt the Prerended 
Afſſemblics at St. Anarews, Dundee and Edinburgh, 


cannot agree to the Overtures made unto them at the Confe- 
rence, upon the 28. and 29 of Faly, 1652. &c. 


Lbeit the Eflayes and Endeavors which were uſed by us, 
before our coming hithe,, for removing of Differences, 
and attaining of Union an:i Peace, upon {ſuch grounds 

. as might (indeed ) bring forih a diſcovery-of our, and 
the Laws Sin, and contribute for removing the gwle thereof,and 
for ſecuring »nd promoving the Work of Reformation amongſt 


us, Might in a great part have a«quited our canfciences,and clra- 


red us before the world ; yct the deep fenſe that we had of the * 


niany and great pr: judices which do enſue te the Work and 
Pevplc of God, ty our continued iMiviſions, and our ardent de- 
firc of Peace and U::.en, upon the grounds forefaid, conſtrained 
vs to lay hol upon the opportunity of your meering-toget h+ rat 
this time, and to repreſcnt unto you,lome neceflary and jaſt Pro- 

poſitions, 
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poſitions, as a'fit ſubJeft of our conference ; 'und that we were 
willing to hear what ſhould be cftcred by you to vs, in order to 
theſe enes ; and, that therefore you would forbear to aſſume un- 
to your ſelves the power of, or conſtitute your ſelves into a Gen, 
Afembly. And when we found this in-efteAtual, ard our Union 
. rendred more hopeleſs, by your denying a deſire {o juſt and rea- 
fonable, and ſo agreeable to the practice of former Aﬀembli: s, 
3s was inſtanced before you by theſe who knew the Records: 
Nevertheleſs upon a ſarmiſe of a purpoſe 1n2 you to confer with 
us, we did for divers dayes Wait upon you, being deſirous to have 
ſeen upon your part, ſome ſerious app!:ying of your ſelves to the 
real means of healing, and to have found ſolid fatisfation unto 
the things contained in the Propoſitions oftered to you by us : 
But in place cf this, the Brethren who were appointed by you to 
confer with ſome of our number, did intimate unto ws, that all 
which they had in Commiſſion to make offer of, was, That ye 
were willing to take-oft the Cenſures inflicted by the former A(- 
ſetnbly at St, Andrews and Dwnate, 3nd the Cerſurableneſs that 
perſons, who have tranſgreſſed againſt the Aﬀts thereof might be 
liable unto : Providing, that theſe Brethren cenſured, and deſer- 
viog Cenſure, ſhould paſs from their Proteſtation againſt the for- 
mer and preſent Aflemblies, and judicig{y before their Presby- 
teries and Synods, engage th:mſeclves under their hands, not 
ereafter to deliver their Judgments in Preaching or Writing, er 
any way elſe to hold up the late dift-rences. Which Ovcrture 
when it wasecarneſtly deſired by theſe of our number to be given 
to them in writing according to their Inftructions, not only be- 
cauſe it was divers wayes repreſented by ſach of your number as 
did confer with them, but alſo that they might the more per feR- 
ly and better underſtand the ſame, and be able to make an exact 
report thereof to theſe who ſent them, and miſtakes thereupon 
might be Prevented : Jt was moſt peremptorily refuſed, albeit 
molt earneſtly urged and deſired during the whole time of the 
Conference : Therefore having ſet down the ſameas truely and 
impartially as our judgments and memories could attain z We 
do for our ewn vindication, and ſatisfaftion of others, give theſe 

Reaſons following, why we cannot accept thereof. 
«1, Becauſe there is hereby no remedy at all cftered for the 
,,courſe 


: (39) 

Kcourſe of defeRion involved in the Publick Reſolutions, nor for 
*prcyenting the like for time to come, which is the main ground 
«9f diftcrence ; but upon the contrary we are required upon the 
©<mnatter to retract our Teltimonics thereanent, and jadicially to 
«ive Bonds and Engagements hereafter to be ſilent concerning 
&* he fin and guilt thereof. | | 

«T1. Becauſe our paſſing from our Proteſtation doth import a 
&real acknowledgement of the lawfulneſs and freedom of the - 
«Aſſemblies in regard of their conſtitucon,and of power in them 
&*o inflit and take-off C-nſures,and fo by our own conſent, doth 
©*not only retrat and condemn the teltimony which we former- 
«y gave againlt the ſame ; But alſo obltrufteth the remeading 
«f what is paſt, and the attaining a lawful, free, General Aſſeme ' 
«)]y for the tiwe to come, and fo wreaths about our own neck, 
*and the necks.of the Lords People, the yok: of unfree, corrupt, 
©<nd unlawful Aﬀemblies.. | 1 

«IT. Becauſe the offer which is made,though it contains Im- 
«munity in regard of thrſe who have not aquieſced unto, or op- 
©ed theſe As for the time palt, yet the As of themſelves do 
©«*10twithſtandiag thereof, [till (tand in force, as 4 ground, of per- 
«*@cution 3gainlt all theſe Miniſters and Profeſſors, who {hall not 
<c&accept of the conditions contained-in this offer,or thereafter fail 
<;n pzrformance of the ſam? _ «i _ 

«TV. Becauſe this oft-r is ſo far from reaching ſatisfaRion to. 
«A!, or moſt part of the Propoſitions offered by us, #hati'it doth. 
*not give ſatisfaCtion to any.one of theo, put. pitthzth. upon a+ 
<particular, which ought to be of leaſt contequence with us, (2s 
©11nporting but our perſonal ſuffering );. without raking notice of 
«he Lands defcRtion,and of thoſe things which do concern the 
«Kingdom and Eotereſt of Tz SUS CHRIST, and the purging. 
"of his Houſe ; anJ:what a: fig and provocation ſhould.it, be 2+. 
*gainſtthe Lord, and what a. ſtumbling and grief of heart unto 
*the godly who have concurred in thefe Propottions, and after 
*{uch a.deteion, do expe repentance and reformation,and the 
«nurg:ng of his Houlz of corrupt Othzers a 1d Members, if we. 
*hould make (uch.a tranfation, as feems to promile prefent fe- 
*ſecurity to our felyes, but doth not contri ate for preſerving of 
*he Trath, and attainivg a ſolid Peace and Union in the Lord. 
*V.We 


n= 
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WY, Wz eannet fee how the effing fromthefe Propofftions, 
#and the tifing npon us ſuch Engagements for the time ta come 
Fas are deficed,' ſhould not involve us in the condemning of our 
fFown judg micrits, and in the acknowledgment of a-fin and of- 
&funce in making theſe Proteſtations, and bearing teſtimory a+ 
&g4inſt the Poblick Reſolutions,and import that what is done by 
Fyou in takingoffof Cenſurcs and ceafurableneſs ( as you term 
©) is an A of wee favour and grace upen your part, unto De- 
Elir:quents,upen their repentance. And though we hope that we 
ſhall never be aſhained, but eſtceny it our mercy and glory to ac- 
Kknowledge any thing wher:'iy we have provoked the Lord, or 
$*ff:nded others,yet being more and more convinced in our con- 
${cjences, that what we did 10 theſe things was a neceflary duty, 
Ewe dare not purchaſe immunity and exemption from Cenfures 
*at ſo dear a rateyas to deny the fame, we ſhall rather chooſe ſtill 
Fro be ſuffzrers, and to wait upon the iflue that the Lord ſhall 
©]ive, then to provoke the eyes of his Glory,grieve the ſpirits of 
*his People,and wound our own Confcicnces, by fo unſatisfying 
Sand fo finful'a tranſaQt.on. | | 
' And conceiving that, we ſhall not have the opportunity to 
ſpeak unto you. hereafter, as being now about to diflolve our 
Meeting ; We do from the zeal that we owe to the honour of 
God, and from the tender rclpet we owe to you as Brethren, 
and for exonering:eur own Confciences, moft earneſtly beſeech 
and obteſt you , by your appearing before the Lord Jeſus Chr-ſt, 
to give your ſelves unto Prayer, and ſearching of your own hearts 
and way, in Order to Publick Reſolutions and Adtngs, untill each 
of you finde our wherein ye have turned afide from the ſtraighe 
way of the Lord, and imployed your gifts and power not for Edi- 
fication, but for grieving-the ſpirits of many of the Godly, and 
Krengrhening of the hands of the wicked; and to Repent thereof, 
and to dono more ſo, leaſt wrath be increafed from the LO R D, 
the Godly of the Land more offended, and our breach made wider, 
and our wound more incurable, ' If both you and we might obtain 
mercy of the Lord ro know our treſpafſe, and why he contends, 
and ee accept the puniſhment of our iniquity, and humble our 
ſelves before hime, who knoweth but that he might yer have com-» 
paſſion upon us, and pardon our fins, and heal our Land. Tal 


(41) 


7ly the 28. Antemerid. 1652, 
re AndreW ( ant, Mr Samuel! Rutherford, Mrfames Guathry, 
My Lord wariſtoun, Mr Robert Trail, Mr oh Weway, 
Mr James Na/mith,being nominated to meet & confer with ſome 
Brethren, Members of the preſent pretended Aﬀſembly, the Inſtru- 
Rions following were given them , and the Meeting doth require 
and expeR;that they will walk according thereto. 

I. That they ſhall declare to the Brethren With whow they are 
to meet, That as they do adhere to the Proteſtations formerly and 
tately given in; ſs they do proteſt, that they do not meet noy confer 
with them, nor receive any Papers from them, as being in the ca 
paciry of Commiſſioners of a General A fembly, but onely as ſent 
from a meeting of Miniſters and Elders, Wanting any ſuch An- 
thority. 

I L T hat whatever be offered by the Brethren with whom they 
do confer ,they defire to get it in writing from them, as the mind 
of the Meeting Whereof they are 1 embers ; That it being come 
municated to us , An(wer may be given thereunto by our Whole 
Adeeting, 

III. That they do not engage in Conference With them at ſfirit 
about the matter of Cenſnres ; It being neither the chitf nor only 
ground of our grievance ; and becauſe With ws things of that na- 
ture, and any thing of perſonal concernment , onght to be of the 
ſmalleſt value , While there are many things in queſtion betWixt 
them and us, of far higher conſequence to the Kingdom of Chriſt 
and hu Intereſt, as anent the cauſes of Gods controverſie with the 
Land, and the way of remedy and care of the former and late de= 
fettion,and the Way of preventing the like in time coming, The 
eſtabliſhing and promoving the Work of Reformation,and the pur- 
ging of the Kirk aud the like, as are laid before them in our Pre- 
poſitions given-in to their Meeting ; And that they do intimate 
tothe Brethren foreſaid, that We cannot look upon an offer rela- 
ting onely to the Cenſures upon ſome of our number,as [atufattion 
to them or us,and that ( beſides what We have ſaid) for other rea- 
ſons to be communicated in due time to their Meeting. And that 
therefore they ſhall offer to theſe Brethren,and deſire of them,that 


sf there be any (, onference at all , the ſubjeff matter of it may be 
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of your meeting. And ſo we reſt, 


2 
upon the whole Prepo mn the order us they fland, 

IV. That in caſe of their refuſing the latter part of the formey 
Article, they ſhall require aud demand [rom the Brethren of the 
ether Meeting, That they would declare Whether we may expett 
that theſe from Whom they w:re ſent, Will either by the ſaid Bre- 
thren, or any other Way, give arſWer and ſatisfattion to w anent 
the Prepoſitions, and What u their ſenſe and meaning of the Pub 
!ick Reſolutions, and anert the (onſtiturion, Ats and Proceedings 
of the Meeting at Dundee, and of this at Edinburgh, and Whax 
they minde to do inreference to the ſame, 

V. That incaſe there be not ſatufattion obtained in theſe ſo 
juſt and neceſſary things , They do profeſſe their own and our di(- 
ſatnfaftion with any thing that hath been offered by them to us, 
or anſwered to our aeſires firſt or laſt, And that they proteſt for 
chemſclves and u,That as we have ſought Peace,and purſued it by 
all lawfull and poſſible means, though much in vain on their part. 
So we are henceforth free from the guilt and blame of the {ad pre- 
qudices and evil conſequences Whatſomever which may follow upon 
their preſent Way,and their former and future attings of that na« 
ture, ſo contrary and deſtrutlive te Edification and Peace, 


Right Reverend, 
E have noW for theſe fourteen dayes paſt , been imployed in 
\ / \ / uſmg our beſs endeavours, and Waited for Overtwes from 
you, for healing the breach, and removing the differences that 
are amongit us ; And no there being no ground of hope given us, nor any 
defire made unto us for continuing the Conference, whereby a better under- 
ſtanding might be attained; We have thought good before our parting from 
this place, to ſend unto you this incloſed Paper, together With the Inſtrutti- 
ons given in writing to theſe Who were ſent from us to the Conference, the 
Copy —_— offered by them to theſe who were ſent from your number, 
aud left with them; Both which Papers we deſire you to communicate to thoſe 


, Your very loving Brethren inthe Lord. 
Edinb, 29. F«ly 1652, | 
MF Subſcribed in the name of many Miniſters, Elders, and 
Profeſlors throughout the Land,who deſire truth and peace. 
DireRed, For the Reverend Brother, Mr. David Dickſon, Profeſſor of 
Divinity in the Colledge of Edinburgh. 


PRO- 
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ProrostTIONS Which were offered 


to the Meeting of Miniſters and athers, appointed tg 
be keeped «t Edinburgin,Fuly 21, 1652. 


Hereas we,and many of thegodly in theLand have been 

really ſcandalized and ſtumbled at their late Acts and 

Proceedings,relating to Publick Reſolutions concerning 

the ſame in the nature and Intention of the Work, 

to have obſtruced and ſhaken the Work of Reformation ( al- 

though we think honourably of diverſe Godly and Learned men 

who have been concurring in the ſame , and dare not judge their 

Intentions to be ſuch as we think their Work hath been , and do 

allow charity to others.) Therefore for ſatisfaRion of our conſci- 

ence,and for ſecuring the Work of Reformation , for purging the 

Church,and for premoving the power of godlineſle, and for remo- 

ving of theſe ſad differences , and for attaining and preſerving 2 
good underſtanding, We deſire, 

That they give evidence and aflurance,that they approve of,and 
will adhere unto the ſolemn PublickConfeſſion of fins and engage- 
ment to duties, and all the Acts of the uncontroverted Aſſemblies 
of this Church, concerning the Work of Reformation,in the literal 
and genuine ſenſe and meaning thereof. And that in diſpenſing of 
the Ocdinances, cenſuring of ſcandalous perſons, receiving of Pe- 
nitents, trying,admitting,removing and depoſing of Church-Otk- 
cers,they will walk according to the ſame. Thar it be laid ſeriouſly 
to heart before the Lok D, how after ſuch a defeRion, and (o ſad 
judgments for it, the Lo « Þ may be reſtored to his honor, the Land 
to his favor,and the like defefion prevented in time coming. 

That as we are ready in our ſtation, to follow all religious and 
conſcionable means and Overtures for ſecuring and guarding the 
Cauſe and Work of God againſt Error, Herefie and Schiſme on 
the one hand, ſo they would ho!d ovt to us a ſolid way for ſecu- 
ring the ſame againſt dangers from Malignaricy on the other. And 
we would know what ſhall be the Characters in time coming, by 
which Malignancy may be known and judged. 

That a reall and effeuall courſe be taken, according to the eſta- 


bliſhed 
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CERES 


; EEE 
bliſhed rules of this Kirk, for purging out, and holding: out all 
ſich Church- Otticers as have not the Poſition,andqualifications res 
quired in the Word of God,& Adts of this Kirk;partiularly, where 
Miniſters depoſed by lawfull Afemblies,have intruded themſelves, 
or have been unwarrantably reſtored by Synods and Presbyteries 
to their Charges, contrary to the form and order preſcribed in rhe 
Acts of Afemblics,be romoved,and condign cenſures inflited, and 
that ſufficient Provition be made for preventing the like in time 
COMINg» | : 

That after means be fallen unon and followed-for cenſi uring of 
all ſcandals and ſc:ndalous perſons , and caſting out of theſe who. 


.ſhall be found groſly and obſtinatly ſcandalous or !snorant, after 


they are made inexcuſable by ſufficient means and pains taken for 
their inſtracting and reclaiming. | 

Thar ſome conſe more effectuall chan any hath been fallen up- 
on hitherto, may be condeſcended upon, for putting in execution 
the Ads of this Kirk, anent debarring from the Lord's Table ſuch 
perſons who are found not to walk ſuteably to the Goſpel , and 
have not knowledge to exainine themſelves, and to diſcerne the 
Lord's Body. | a 3 

That 1 the receiving of Penitents , care may be had that none 
be admitted to the publ:ick Profetlion of rep2ntance, -or reconc:led 
to the Church , bat theſe who are found to give ſuch evidence 
of their repentance,as is exprelt in the Ads of the Aſſemblies, con- 
cerning the recetving of Penitents. | | | 

That an cfetual courſe may be taken for ſecuring of the Work 
and People of G o Þ from the harm and evill conſequences which. 
hath already , and may further enſue from the late pretended Aſs. 
ſemblies at S. Andrews and Dmnvnace,and the Ads thereof. 
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